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IINN  MMEEMMOORRII AAMM  AACCAADD..  AALLEEXXAANNDDRRUU  BBOOBBOOCC  
 

 

Unfortunately, the academic philosophical world in Romania has lost, this 

spring which has been sad for all of us, the academician Alexandru Boboc, full 

member of the Romanian Academy, professor emeritus of the Faculty of 

Philosophy of the University of Bucharest. 

In this issue of Cogito Journal we have chosen to pay homage to the 

personality of the distinguished prof. PhD. acad. Alexandru Boboc, member of 

the Scientific Board of this publication since its establishment, as he was the 

main supporter of this academic publishing project of scientific scope, both 

nationally and internationally. He was my mentor, my model of scientific and 

philosophical researcher, who supported and encouraged me in establishing 

Cogito Scientific Research Journal. He was the CHOSEN MAN to whom I 

appealed for scientific advice and coordination in this fascinating but 

particularly difficult process. He participated in the inauguration of Cogito 

Journal, in October 2009, within the philosophy circle of "Dimitrie Cantemir" 

Christian University in Bucharest, as well as in other scientific events, 

international conferences dedicated to Dimitrie Cantemirõs personality and 

work. 

I find it extremely hard to write about his personality in the past, because 

I had a special relationship with this genuine scientific researcher in the field of 

philosophy. My meeting with prof. PhD. Alexandru Boboc was a huge chance 

that Providence offered me, for my academic professional evolution and for my 

development in the field of scientific and philosophical research. He was my 

guide and coordinator while writing the doctoral thesis on G.W. Leibniz's 

Metaphysics, but also a member of the national commission for obtaining my 

habilitation in philosophy, with the thesis: Philosophical and historico-

philosophical research: inter and transdisciplinary approach submitted at the 



8  Vol. XII , no. 2/ June, 2020 

Institute of Philosophy and Psychology "Constantin Rńdulescu-Motru" from the 

Romanian Academy.  

Being the most exquisite Romanian specialist in the field of modern and 

contemporary philosophy, as well as in the field of Romanian philosophy, keen 

on Leibniz, Kant, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, but also on Cantemir and 

Eminescu, the academician Alex. Boboc was Romania's representative at various 

World Philosophy Congresses, where he distinguished himself with remarkable 

works such as "Cantemir-Leibnizó, and so on. 

It is undeniably true that no man can reach perfection without a model. 

For me, acad. Alex. Boboc was and will remain the model of the authentic 

intellectual who embodied in an admirably harmonious way the dianoethical 

(intellectual) and ethical virtues, the model of GOOD MAN, generous, modest, 

characterized by an unmatched soul nobility and intellectual finesse. Not 

coincidentally, he seemed to have chosen to leave this world with the same 

discretion and elegance with which he lived and worked. He died as an authentic 

philosopher who gave the measure of a fulfilled life dedicated to the love of 

wisdom, leaving behind a remarkable philosophical work, but also many disciples 

that he guided and formed as teachers and researchers. Eternal gratitude and 

appreciation in aeternum for this wonderful mentor and perfect intellectual 

whom I had the great honor to meet in my life and who helped me a lot! 

                                                                 

Prof. PhD. Hab. Gabriela PohoaĪń 
 

Editor-in chief Cogito 
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HH OORRII AA  SSTTAAMM AATTUU   ïï  PPEERRSSOONN AALL II TTYY  AANN DD   CCRREEAATTII OONN   
 

II oonn   DD uu rr**  
 

iondur@yahoo.com  
 

Abstract:  After  we explored, in  another  context, the surface of some 
references about the perception of literature  by traditionalist  Horia  Stamatu,  
we will  now analyse the potential  and real  exercise of the readings  he has done 
on some Romanian  creators  and their  works : Ion  Barbu  and Mircea  
VulcŁnescu. 

Horia  Stamatuôs conclusion is:  Barbu  foresees his poetic trajectory  and 
thus that  of knowledge:  from  the turmoil  of youth  searching for  his ñheavenò 
and ñexpressionò to finding  it  in  ñSecondary Gameò and then to opening the sky 
in mystical  and intellectual  intuition.  

Essay on Mircea  VulcŁnescu is a balanced and subtle one, and some of the 
philosopher's ideas, are faithfully  and productively  annotated  by the publicist.  
The philosopher  thus appears to us as a man of his time and of the Romanian  
society in  which  he lived, hoped and wrote  with  lucidity  and realism.  

 
Keywords:  personality,  creation,  Ion  Barbu,  Mircea  VulcŁnescu, 

secondary game, the Romanian  dimension of existence. 
 
 
Apart  from  the Romanian diaspora, the name of Horia  Stamatu 

(Stamatopol) (9 September 1912, VŁlenii de Munte,  Romania ï 8 July 
1989, Freiburg)  is known to few ordinary  people or intellectuals  in  
Romania. In  exile, he was known not only through  printed  books, but 
especially through  his publications  in  newspapers and magazines written  
in  Romanian.  

He was a poet, journalist,  essayist and translator  (from  San Juan de la 
Cruz, Jean Cocteau, Martin  Heidegger) and lived about three decades in  
Greater Romania, the rest of his life  (from  1941 onwards) being spent in  
the varied and tension-ridden  space of Romanian exile (Paris, Madrid,  
Freiburg).   

With  a degree in  Philosophy (1937) and two years of Law studies, he 
worked as a substitute professor of Philosophy and Romanian at the 
ñDimitrie Cantemirò High  School in  Bucharest (1936-1937); as editor  of the 
òThe Encyclopaedia of Romaniaò (1938-1941), under the leadership of 
Mircea VulcŁnescu; and as chief editor  of The Annunciation , an official  of 

                                                             
* Professor  Baia Mare Northern University Centre.  

mailto:iondur@yahoo.com
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the Legionary Movement (in  which he enrolled in  1937), a newspaper with  
which he had been collaborating  since 1938. 

After  the Legionary Rebellion of January 1941, he leaves the country  
(ñafter a serious press conflictò, as he wrote to Sanda Stolojan on 6.IX.74)  
through  Bulgaria, trying  to reach Germany, but is taken prisoner  and 
interned  in  the concentration  camps of Rostock and Buchenwald (1942-
1944). In  Rostock he edits New Era , a legionary magazine, and also 
collaborates with  Axis (also a Right-wing publication),  whose editor  he had 
been while in  Romania. He then works (1944-1945), together with  Paul 
Costin Deleanu and Criĸu Axente, at the Donau radio station, for the 
Romanian section, a service then ñavailable to the National  Government of 
Viennaò, headed by Horia  Sima (since 1945, Stamatu's political  ties with  
any organization  ceased).  

In  February 1946, indicted  in  the ñwar criminalsò group (which  
included:  VintilŁ Horia,  Ion  Sân-Giorgiu,  Metropolitan  Visarion,  
Alexandru  Gregorian), he will  be sentenced in  absence to life  
imprisonment  (in  1961, by an order of the Romanian Ministry  of the 
Interi or, an APB was put on him  in  Romania). 

He lived, successively, in  a medieval monk cell in  Freiburg (1946-
1948), a city where he was a lecturer  of Romanian language and literature  
in  Hugo Friedrich's  Department  of Romanistic Studies and where he 
continued to study philosophy  with  Max Müller,  the successor of Martin  
Heidegger; in  Paris (1948-1950), at the Romanian Research Centre (whose 
director  was Mircea Eliade);  in  Madrid  (1951-1961) where he published 
extensively in  Spanish, in  the editing  board of the Romanian  Freedom and 
Fact magazines; after which he returned  to the same German city in  1961. 

Horia  Stamatu used several aliases, especially when writing  ñservice 
materialsò: Martor,  Juan Alba, Adrian  B. Cosma, Al. Berceanu, George 
Brana, Chronografos Anonymos, Osea, V. Popescu.      

Being part  of the generation of the 1930s, the generation of Mircea 
Eliade, Horia  Stamatu debuted as a poet in  the magazine The Flower  of 
Fire  (1932), also led by a poet, Sandu Tudor, director  of the publication  
Faith . His editor ial debut was made with  Memnon  (1934), a book awarded 
the ñYoung Writers'  Prizeò by the Royal Foundations1, together with  Eugen 
Ionescu's No, Emil  Cioran's On the heights of despair , Constantin Noica's 
Mathesis or  simple joys. In  the same year, before his book appeared, he 
published three poems (ñMemnonò, ñPoeticò and ñEpilogueò) in  
ñAnthology of Young Poetsò (collection  ñContemporary Romanian 
Writersò, under the aegis of the Foundation  for Literature  and Art  ñKing 
Carol IIò), compiled by Zaharia Stancu and Ion  Pillat.  

                                                             
1 The jury consisted of Mircea Eliade, Mircea VulcŁnescu, Petru Comarnescu, Ion I. 

Cantacuzino, Serban Cioculescu, Tudor Vianu and Romulus Dianu. 
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During  his exile he writes verses, articles and essays on the 
philosophy of culture  or the history  of the Romanian mind,  texts published 
in   Destiny,  The Journal  of Romanian  Writers,  The Romanian  Word , 
Romanian  Freedom, The Word  in  Exile, Prodomos, Limits,  Notebooks of 
Longing , perhaps the most important.  Among the books written  in  refuge 
we mention:  Recitative  (1963), Dialogues (1964; German and Spanish 
versions: 1968, 1971), Counterpoint  (1969), Punta Europa  (1970), Kairos  
(1974; Romanian edition  1995), Journal  (1976), Empire  (1981; Romanian 
edition  1996), Cantata  of Resurrection  (1982), Prayer  for  Marianne's  Day  
(1983), The Book of Kings and Emperors  (1984), Ego Zenovius ... 
(Romanian edition,  2001), 47 letters from  Horia  Stamatu  (Romanian 
edition,  2005),  Paul Miron,  In  correspondence with  Horia  Stamatu  
(2007) 2. 

 
***  

 
After  we explored, in  another context, the surface of some references 

about the perception  of literature  by ñtraditionalistò3 Horia  Stamatu, and 
examined the way in  which he received the work  of art  (with  its seminal 
nucleus positioned inside intensive  time as a form  of aesthetic 
immanence), we will  now analyse the potential  and real exercise of the 
readings he has done on some Romanian creators and their  works. 

We were tempted to call this  text ñGeneration and creationò (the 
formulation  belongs to Tudor Vianu),  but we realized that  a generation is 
validated in  history  by the personalities who mark it  and who compose its 
axiological map. Horia  Stamatu spoke, in  1982, of the generat ion of '22, 
the 20th  century generation (just  as Eminescu discussed the 1840s 
generation), which brought  with  it  ñthe spirit  of the great rupturesò4, as he 
wrote about generations in  our literature.  In  fact, says the essayist, the 
phenomenon of generation ï a modern discovery ï has really revealed 
itself  with  the coming of Christ, in  other words, the generation is a 
phenomenon of a spiritual  nature. 

1932 marked the 100th anniversary of the death of Goethe, a writer  
whose literary  career extended over three-quarters of a century. It  also 
marked, Stamatu observes, the beginning of a catastrophe by which the 
modern era was practically  buried  through  a series of events: the 

                                                             
2 We point out that certain references in our bibliography may be incomplete, due 

to a variety of reasons, which the advised reader can easily guess. 
3 See the assumptions of Titu Popescu, The Poet Horia Stamatu , Printed in 

Germany, Munich, 1993, pp. 137-138. 
4 Horia Stamatu, ñFifty Years: 1932-1982ò, The Romanian Word , October 1982. We 

quote from the text, without any further reference. 
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ñRoosevelt eraò was born, the Weimar Republic collapsed and the first  
five-year plan in  Russia ended, defining  the economic future  of a 
revolution  which should spread worldwide.  

Horia  Stamatu considers that,  for fifty  years, 1932-1982, all the 
consequences of such events had already occurred, and that  the twentieth  
century could be considered even then as bankrupt  on multiple  levels: 
spiritual,  political,  economic and moral.  Notaries of the time could record 
it  as the most catastrophic century in  human history.  The 1922 generation 
ñfelt the catastrophe, at least Romania wanted to avoid it,  but was 
materially  defeated.ò Then he continues: ñSpiritually, however, the 
Romanian people cannot be defeated, and if  it  has prophesized the end of 
the modern era, it  will  also engender those who, in  the post-modern era, 
will  rebuild  the bases of the Romanian peopleò. 

Fixed on the year 1932, Horia  Stamatu's comment then folded on the 
political  rank  of Greater Romania from  that  moment. He found that  the 
most prominent  cultural  personality  was Nicolae Iorga, obviously from  
another generation. We have a completely different  reception of the 
historian  against the interwar  argument of Stamatu the journalist.  He sees 
in  Iorga the author  who wrote about most of the hypostases of our history:  
political  history,  cultural  history  with  literature,  fine arts, architecture,  
monumentality,  the history  of the Romanian Church, of commerce, books 
about our geographical space as well as the history  of various forms of 
activity  of Romanians. A modern historian,  a complete historian.  He was 
also a good Minister  of Public Instructio n and Religious Affairs,  but with  
traces of compromise, such as that  episode of student protests against a 
law of lawyers, when the protesters were suddenly brutalized  by the forces 
of the gendarmes. Phases that  illustrate  in a way what Iorga himself  would 
have said: ñI am not meò. That is, one was the historian  and the culture  
man, but the other was the politician,  who, as one can see, usurped the 
former:  ñThis was the schizophrenia of Greater Romania, which was 
transmitted  without  continuity.  So: consistency just when you don't  need 
itò. 

Professor Nicolae Iorga, as Nae Ionescu also observed in  1932, ñeven 
though he had visionary  perspectives, a wide historical  understanding  and, 
I  would say, a conaturality  for Romanian realities and the prophetic  life  of 
a great reformerò, was not able, as a politician,  to form  ñthe great 
revolutionary  government to which we sometimes timidly  aspiredò5.      

 

                                                             
5 Nae Ionescu, ñThe problem of our state policyò, Word , January 27. 1932 ï see Nae 

Ionescu, The Weathervane, Edition curated by Dan Zamfirescu, Bucharest: ñThe 
Weathervaneò, 1990, p. 287. 
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***  
 
Therefore, we are talking  about personality  and creation rather  than 

generation and creation. Four years after the death of Ion  Barbu (1961), a 
disappearance that  ñstruck him  like a frozen windò, Horia  Stamatu 
(re)reads the anthology Looking  Glass (Publishing  House for Literature,  
1964, editors Al. Rosetti and Liviu  CŁlin), asserting from  the beginning 
that  the poet had been silent for  a long time, ñin a ñsteady gloryò, angry 
with  ña cephalous and wingless centuryò6. As we know, it  is a collection  of 
poems from  youth (an ñover-giftedò youth),  specific to the Parnassian 
stage, but there are in  Looking  Glass also poems of another bill,  all of them 
surpassing what Parnassians had achieved, a century ago (the lyrics were 
later revised by the author  for reprinting).  

The evaluation of Barbu's poetic art was framed, first  and foremost, 
within  the framework  of aesthetic references largely noticed by our literary  
critique,  including  the interwar  one. The landscape given by ñthe rigor  of 
the form,  the manly accent, the plasticity  and the importance  of the 
images, the fervour  of the speech and the elevation of the attitudeò is thus 
noted.  

Ion  Barbu did  not take, says Stamatu, a zigzag road, but had an 
existence built  according to the law of hyperbole: ñthe constant 
relationship  between all the points  of the curve and the focusò. His early 
poetry distinguishes an inner  world,  expressing both a deepening of 
knowledge and a refinement  of expression; it  is a ñcontinuous exploration  
of the mists towards the light  of originsò, in  order to know the Divine,  as 
we find  from  ñWhen the decline will  comeò: ñWith hands numbed by a long 
walk through  the frost  /  I  will  return  to myself when the decline comes; /  I  
will  descend to seek, lost in  a corner, /  The niche that  burns with  an 
unstoppable Divine  fire.ò  

It  was said that  Ion  Barbu's attitudes  or positions were dominated  by 
sincerity , even though we can also speak about ña kind  of ceremonial 
praise and a show of angerò, a background of authenticity  placed neither  

                                                             
6 Horia Stamatu, ĂIon Barbu: Looking Glassò, Prodomos, Christian brochure , 

Freiburg, year II, no. 3-4, April 1965. We quote from the text, without any further 
reference. The Romanian critical space will not be indifferent to Ion Barbu's work, if one 
were to recall, around this moment, Basarab Nicolescu's book, Ion Barbu. The  cosmology 
of the secondary gameò, Bucharest: EPL, 1968. An essay praised by Nicolae Manolescu, 
Marian Popa, Al. Piru, C. Ciopraga, Solomon Marcus, but in which Ov. CrohmŁlniceanu 
saw a kind of prestidigitation by which the author ñconsciously falsified the messageò, as 
the essayist wrote to Horia Stamatu (Paris, 2 September 1981); Horia Stamatu will also 
write about Nicolescu's volume much later ï see ñRetrospective considerationsò, The 
Romanian Word , November 1981.  
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under the sign of serenity nor or objectivity,  as concluded by Monica 
Lovinescu7.  

When rereading some Prose pages by Ion  Barbu (1969, volume 
edited by Dinu  Pillat),  the critic  of Radio Free Europe wondered (March  
20, 1969) about the longevity and meaning given by context in  the case of a 
pamphlet  composition  such as ñThe poetics of Mr.  Argheziò (European 
Idea, November 1, 1927), a text by Barbu that,  when it  appeared, generated 
various polemics. Since then, things had evolved under the encomyasis of a 
ñdelirium of praiseò, under the narcosis of ñappropriate hosannasò, the 
ñmoral bendingò or ñnoisy kneelingsò of Arghezi giving rise to the 
inevitable  question: ñhow can poetry coexist with  the overpowering 
baksheeshò?8  

During  this  time, the critical  opinions  of Ion  Barbu, a learned reader 
who, unlike  others, found in  Arghezi's poetry ña mosaic of settlements after 
a very primitive  colour concern, never raised to the vibration  and 
incandescence of the interior  modeò (we note, ID;  an immanentist  
statement consistent with  H. Stamatu's understanding  of intensive 
literary  time ). Thus, in  the author of The Right  Words  (not  a match of the 
senses!) Ion  Barbu discovered ña poet without  a message, rejected by the 
Idea as once by the maceration of ascetic lifeò, to whom the Psalms appear 
as ña parody of the holy mysteriesò; finally,  it  is a ñlazyò poetry, which 
emanates a ñmechanical aestheticsò, of ñOltenian carpetsò.     

We brought  under the same vault the vocational  reader  (of poetry)  
Ion  Barbu and the crafter  of verses Tudor Arghezi to suggest that  the 
silent disturbances of the former,  in  his criti cal hypostasis of false osmosis 
between being and poetry  reverberate with  the way in  which Horia  
Stamatu decodes, later on, the binomial  of time-literature.  

Let's return  to Ion  Barbu's poetry. In  terms of quantity,  Barbu's poetic 
work  appears parsimonious,  the author  has a strong sense of self-
censorship of value. He stated it  without  any reservations, for  example in  
the chronological index of Secondary game (National  Culture, 1930): ñThe 
pre-1922 production  was left  out, as it  stemmed from  an elementary poetic 
principle.ò  

Ion  Barbu wrote non multa,  sed multum , that  is to say multa  paucis, 
much in a few words, somewhat oxymoronically  his poetry being related to 
essences carefully  distilled  to their  symbolic form.  Humanity  itself  is 
sublimated by the poet in  an evolution  that  stretches from  personification  
to logos, at its revelation. A process settled by Horia  Stamatu's analysis 
through  the poetic deconstruction  of the Barbian cosmogony.  

                                                             
7 See Monica Lovinescu, ñIon Barbu the writerò (March 20, 1969), Short waves. 

Indirect Journal , Bucharest: Humanitas, 1990, p. 347.  
8 Ibidem,  p. 348. We quote from the text, without any further reference.  



Cogito ï Multidisciplinary Research Journal  15 

Here is the publisher's  conclusion: ñBarbu foresees his poetic 
trajectory and thus that  of knowledge: from  the turmoil  of youth searching 
for his ñheavenò and ñexpressionò to finding  it  in  ñSecondary Gameò and 
then to opening the sky in mystical and intellectual  intuitionò9. Beyond 
these, however, there remained a fundamental doubt of anthropology,  
namely: to what extent does the Cosmos remain  only an anthropic  symbol 
and man only a cosmic symbol? 

Noting  Ion  Barbu's spiritual  growth  after the German interlude  (1921-
1924), Stamatu proposes a number of original  aspects, in  which the ñglory 
which was about to marry  the spirit  of the poetò is evident, as shown in  the 
volume Secondary Game. In  the three cycles of poems (ñSecondary 
Gameò, ñUvedenrodeò and ñIsarl´cò) we find  contents such as ñintellectò, 
ñEros and logosò and ñworldò.  

Let us analyse now the hermeneutics of Horia  Stamatu. In  the first  
cycle, deprived of things and contemplating  the Idea, the poet provokes an 
initiation  through  intellectual  intuition,  and through  ñUvedenrodeò he 
suggests that  people are ñslaves of the contingent,  but at the same time  
visited by the absolute, by the embodied logosò, so that  ñwe share a 
sometimes sweet solemn, sometimes wild  sad joy.ò  

Familiar  with  the lexicon of the German language, with  the usual 
geography of the areas, Stamatu translates Uvedenrode by ñplace without  
placeò, something located beyond ñcultureò and ñlegal and social lawsò: 
ñUvedenrode /  Over fashions and times /  Olympusò, as Barbu himself  says. 
Therefore, a situated structure  is fruitful  above all rational  grounds. 

In  the poem ñDogmatic Eggò, Stamatu found the climax of gradual 
eros, an eros made up of both fall  and salvation, a balance that  inclines 
depending on where we stand: ñunder the sign of necessity, with  Venus, or 
within  grace, with  The Holy  Spirit,  which is, as in  San Juan de la Cruz, the 
hypostasis of love, the mediator  between us and Logosò. 

On another plane, the ñDogmatic Eggò shows one's wonder  when 
faced with  the mystery of the incarnation,  as it  contrasts so-called modern  
man, erased and forgetful , with  the banal fruits  of civilization;  such as: the 
electric mother  hen, no longer a source of amazement when it  produces 
chicks like its flesh-and-bone-and-feather counterpart.  But, added 
Stamatu, the incarnation  remains a mystery, because, despite the 
inventions  of technology, in the absence of live chicken, we cannot 
ñfabricateò the egg. It  is true that  we no longer meet the archaic man, but 
there are still  poets who are amazed by the mysteries. 

                                                             
9 We quote, without any other reference, from Horia Stamatu, ñIon Barbu: Looking 

glassò, quoted work . 
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With  the cycle ñIsarl´cò, Ion  Barbu unreservedly resisted the Faustian 
man and used history  through  contemplation . After  traveling  from  the 
intuition  of the ñideaò to the ñmystery of lifeò, the poet tried  the intuition  of 
history,  whose physiology is shaped by the relation  between ñtransientò 
and ñeternalò (here is a structure specific to philosophical  meditation  in 
Romanian interwar  thinking,  an otherwise traditional  vein). Ion  Barbu 
reiterates Eminescu's vision:  ñthe world  is as it  isò; history  is neither  the 
face of good nor the face of evil, but is somewhere in  the middl e, between 
evil and good (not  beyond evil and good, as in Nietzsche), as an 
antagonism of these poles; history  thus becomes a ñland of destruction  and 
creation, which, in  the true Romanian spirit,  does not have to lead to the 
fanatic paroxysm of Turkish  Janissarism (which  would mean a destruction  
of Romania)ò. 

Ion  Barbu chose, between narcissism and communication,  the latter  
ï thus settling on the fertile  soil of a reply given to a West which was 
suffering a ñnervous breakdownò, as Thomas Mann said, after the first  
world  conflagration.  After  all, Barbu's conclusion, underlying  the story, 
was simple:  it  resembled neither  Western Faustian history,  nor that  of 
Turkish  Janissarism, but signified  a double disobedience: liberation  from  
any tyranny  (see The Revolution of the Romanians  by BŁlcescu) and, 
implicitly,  from  the tyranny  of history  as such, under the horizon  of 
eternity  (as in  folklore  and in  Eminescu).  

In  other words, finding  the geometric place of human perfection 
through  spirit,  the author  of Secondary Game, concludes Horia  Stamatu, 
points, poetically, towards an incontestable truth:  ñin the name of a 
contingent  freedom the absolute cannot be sacrificed by tyranny  against 
the spirit,  endlessly animated by that  ñlonging  without  satiationò which 
Barbu bequeaths to the Cosmos itself, and which is a longing for  
perfectionò. 

Stamatu's impression was that  Secondary game was the akmé of 
Barbu's poetic creation. The proof  is that  he did  not publish  anything  after 
this  opus, except for short prose messages, ñflashing, sometimes even 
crushing for one energumene or another.ò And a ñWord to the Poetsò 
(1941), published by the journal  Pan, in  which he talks about the weight of 
choosing between the gullible  and the Graceful, between delight  and 
Salvation. He said it  with  his soul, ñmore religious than artisticò, he who 
tried  through  versification  to give us ñthe equivalent of absolute states of 
intellect  and vision, the state of geometry and, above it,  ecstasy. I  did  not  
understand the melodious complaints  of the poetsò. As Ion  Barbu himself  
spoke, with  nostalgia, in  the same appeal to the creators of verses, about 
the purpose of Poetry and of the Poet, a being whom he placed in  the 
fourth  position  in society, after the Priest, the Teacher and the Warrior.  
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And thus ended the unusual ñepistleò: ñThe world  would lose an ornament  
of value if  the tribe  of these strange and delightful  creatures were to be 
destroyed. What grief submerged the Ancients when sailors in the time of 
Julian  the Apostate told  how they had heard a bad-omened voice 
shattering the seas: ñPan, the great Pan is dead!ò But the rumour  proved to 
be a lieò. 

Compared with  Eminescu by the depth of the idea, by the 
concentration  and intensity  of the poetic expression, the creator Ion  
Barbu, by passing from  the discursive to the elliptica l, becomes another  
only through  the ñpoetic modeò, as he himself  said. If  Eminescu, in  poetry, 
offers us, says Stamatu (in  a plastic chronicle published in  Romanian  
word  about ñthe painting  and the painter's  care at Radu Anton  Maierò), 
ñthe illusion  of a chain of reasoningò, Ion  Barbu, ñmaster of reasoning, 
abolishes in  poetry the illusion  of reasoning, like Rimbaudò. ñIon Barbu's 
lyric  path was a permanent creative ascent, a continuous lifting  of veils 
that  covered the idea and prevented ñecstasyò.  

In  concluding his comment, Horia  Stamatu quoted in  extenso the 
poem ñEdictò (ending the cycle ñSecondary gameò), a response given to the 
mausoleum poem ñI have only one wishò by Eminescu, stating that, since 
then, ñno one has said, in  Romanian, so much in  so few wordsò. 

 
***  

 
This exegetical episode did  not obstruct  the future  reception of Ion  

Barbu, considered by Horia  Stamatu ñthe absolute poetò10; a creator who 
meditated on ñhard  irrecusable  gold!ò (such as morality),  with  which you 
can make up for the eternity  of lost time  in  the world  to come, in  a 
ñcephalic and aptericò time;  a gold different  from  the material  and ñeasyò 
one you need for various kinds of economic transactions. 

As the twentieth  century appeared, ñcephalic and aptericò (favourable 
to the development of the ñheadò, intelligence, but ñwinglessò when it  came 
to creation and imagination),  it  still  allowed some exceptions; among them 
G. ʏiŞeica, of whom Ion  Barbu spoke profoundly  (1933), when the 
mathematician  reached the honourable age of 60 years. The poet praised, 
in  his master, the soul-forming  spirit  and, in  geometry, the restorative 
spirit  of ñdivine signsò. Moreover, he believed that  future  history  would 
ñenumerate him  among the pioneers of a third  Hellas, which, with  the slow 
progress of the great mysteries, inevitably  rebuilds  itself  in  these places.ò 

                                                             
10 Horia Stamatu, ñIon Barbu, the absolute poetò, The Romanian Word , July 1983. 

We quote from the text, without any further reference.  
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In  a later interview,  the same Ion  Barbu stated that  beyond the face of 
ʏiŞeica appeared the figure of Abbot Zosima as a watermark.  

Horia  Stamatu resumes critical  views from  his 1965 essay. He is 
obsessed now, in  1983, by the religious  man  consubstantial with  Barbu's 
poetic nature. He rediscovers the mystical option  in  that  short  and dense 
text, ñWord to the poetsò (1941), which he critically  re-evaluates after its 
intuitive -mystical substrate was exposed by Ion  Barbu in  ñSecondary 
gameò, in  terms, Stamatu says, which send us to Jakob Böhme or Novalis. 
And the equivalent of the ñstate of geometryò to which the poet aspired is 
in  tune with  ñthe state of total  tranqui lity  reached in  Tibet, endlessly 
turning  the wheel of prayerò. A state which, through  geometry , culminates 
with  ecstasy, which it  indicates at the end of that  strange and brief  
confession to the poet. 

Recalling this  ñcoming out of oneselfò from  the ñDark Nightò of St. 
John of the Cross, Stamatu adds, to all  these, an older finding  that  he 
rephrases: ña Titanism  of the language that  exalts the ineffable, in  order to 
restore the essence of values dominant  in  the double world  of ñres extensaò 
and ñres cogitansò.  

A work  of European magnitude, ñSecondary Gameò is loaded with  
ñmystical exhortationsò, even though Ion  Barbu did  not reach ñthe 
magnitude of the song of fate, death and resurrectionò from  a virtual  phase 
in  which he did  not arrive. And in  order to reconfirm  the religiosity  of the 
poet, the publicist  finally  quotes an edifying verse: ñA thought  brought,  by 
rays and curvature /  (Be thou the irreversible  heavy gold!)  /  The ends of 
misty  burial  chambers /  WONDERINGLY  HE STARTED THEM,  IN  
GODò. 

 
***  

 
Horia  Stamatu dedicates a long essay to the philosopher  Mircea 

VulcŁnescu, also in  Prodomos11 We are in  the middle  of the seventh decade 
of the last century, when theoretically  it  seems that  the so-called ñobsessive 
decadeò (Marin  Preda) ended (but  without  ending) in Romania. Mircea 
Eliade's generation felt  somewhat exhausted after being ostracized. Prison, 
the removal of name and work  from  the public  circuit  of values, the forced 
passage into  eternity  - these were the customs through  which many of the 
generationalists had passed. 

For the disaster survivors, some good fortune of rehabilitation  came 
after 1964, when those who resisted the punishments  were pardoned and 
when their  signature palely returned  in the public  sphere, along with  a 

                                                             
11 Horia Stamatu, ñMircea VulcŁnescu and his generationò, Prodomos, no. 5, June 

1966. We quote from the text, without any further reference.  
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weak presence in  the agora. Constantin  Noica leaves prison  and finds a job 
at the Logical Research Centre in  Bucharest; Petre ʏuʐea (once protected 
by Lucreʐiu PŁtrŁĸcanu), also released from  detention  through  the 1964 
amnesty, prepares for a Socratic role; Mircea VulcŁnescu had passed with  
sanctity and dignity  in  the world  of the righteous; Mircea Eliade, Emil  
Cioran and Eugen Ionescu were enjoying, in  the West, the fruits  of a 
certain notoriety;  other members of the generation, those who had served 
the radical interwar  Right, were protecting  their  cultural  identity  in  the 
diaspora, some of them caring for the idea of Romanianism . 

In  such a context, Horia  Stamatu attempts to analyse the place 
Mircea VulcŁnescu and his generation occupied in  the value tables of 
Romanian culture.  He is impressed, as others are too, by the effigy of the 
man , ñjust and exemplarily  honourableò, being unquestionably  ñone of the 
most devoted representatives of a generation whose impetus reminded,  at 
one point,  of the momentum  of the 1848 generationò.  

He also appreciated, with  great reservations, the stage reached by 
Greater Romania in  the interwar  period, even though social, moral,  
economic and cultural  mutations  were still  necessary in  order to reach a 
satisfactory degree of culture  and civilization.  He found politicianism  in  
the Romanian space guilty  of regress, as the gap between village and city 
had not diminished,  with  all the momentum  that  the Peasant party  
manifested, less a ñpeasantò than a ñpoliticianistò party, ña copy, 
sometimes ridiculous,  of the old Liberal  partyò. As he saw something 
extremely fertile  in  our  royalty  until  Carol II,  the one who would have 
done nothing  but destroy  Romania.  

Fighting  politicianism,  Stamatu believes, would have been the 
priority  target of VulcŁnescu's generation. Perhaps implicitly,  we believe, 
and that  because the essential horizon  for those gathered around Mircea 
Eliade was mainly  cultural . The accomplishment of the great cultural  
syntheses and the avoidance of political  interference were present in  the 
spiritual  itinerary  which Eliade fixed in  a pamphlet  from  Word  (1927). 
And also included in  the responsibilities  and the calls of this  generation, 
says Stamatu, was a tempering of the country's modernization  through  
Westernization  ñoften too improvised  and in  contrast to the Romanian 
natureò. But Stamatu now accepts, by implication,  the path of liberal  
evolution,  the one that  emphasized modernization  through  ourselves. 

The same mix  of politics  was anathema when it  came to Christianity.  
According to VulcŁnescu, the Romanians are opaque to the phenomenon 
of the crusade, to the evasive connection between the cross and the 
crusade, a process that  generates inhuman  excesses, as evidenced by the 
disaster in  Nicopole or by the crusade of freedom consumed under the 
eyes of his contemporaries.  



20  Vol. XII , no. 2/ June, 2020 

Witnessing the ascension of the movement initiated  by A.C. Cuza, 
student VulcŁnescu opposed the idea of defense by the conjunction  
between national  and Christian . Using different  means for each of them, 
the evil  that  the historical  struggle wished to remove was nothing  more 
than the evil Christianity  opposed. Even if  Cuza used Christianity  after the 
Western model, Christianity  could at most temper the excesses of history.  
Hence the tendency of totalitarian  systems to eliminate  as far as possible 
any influences coming from  Christianity,  promoting,  as we know, an 
ideology based on aggressive atheism.  

In  the midst  of such a process, Mircea VulcŁnescu represented ñone of 
the great electò by his attitude  of ñunassailable critical  realismò, by the 
belief that  social life  could develop by appealing to a system of suitable 
ideas, by the emphasis on peasantry , a social group disappointed by the 
lack of solutions offered by bourgeois and revolutionary  idealism. Hence 
VulcŁnescu's choice for  an empirical  sociology and the rejection  of 
solutions that  would have come from  a Spengler or Marx,  foreign and anti -
human in  relation  to the Romanian soul. 

Opting for Christianity  or re-Christianization,  VulcŁnescu was far 
from  the pragmatism of the Right-wing movement, whatever the apparent 
validity  of its intentions,  of defense of Christianity.  Putting  together the 
historically  marked purpose of restoring a state with  the more distant,  
over-historical  goal of salvation  seemed to him  just a compromise. He 
accepted, as we have seen, a correction  factor coming from  Christianity,  
whenever politics  became aggressive and malicious. Not being here and 
now, the enemy of Christianity  is unseen, because we find  the authentic  
anti -Christian  within  the Christian,  not in  the ñotherò or in  the non-
Christian.  De-Christianization,  says Stamatu, ñis the work  of Christians in  
our Western world  (as opposed to Africa where Christian s were 
Islamized)ò.  

The realism of VulcŁnescu's vision and attitude  were the benchmarks 
that  ensured his balance, at equal distance to the Right or the Left. He 
manifested himself  not as a ñbourgeoisò, as he was accused, but as a lucid  
thinker,  not at all utopian.  Faced with  the new Constitution  proposed by 
the plebiscite of Carol II,  he said a firm  no! because he clearly saw in  such 
a fundamental  law an annihilation,  a burial  of all Romanian freedoms. As 
he also denied the so-called mysticism  of our people, or its Messianic 
mission. The first  is a rare privilege and does not concern the people very 
much (history  is a harsh proof, even when exceptions are allowed), and 
Messianism, after the coming of the Messiah, is a non-sense. Also 
impoverished by profoun d meanings are any combinations  of these 
vocables: national  mysticism or national  Messianism, emptied of meaning 
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from  the beginning, without  any supposed depth, a kind  of construction  ñà 
la roumaineò similar  to the moment of 1848.  

The deeply religious or real sense, the humility  and piousness of the 
Romanian send neither  to the Messianic or mystical, nor to a materialistic  
inclination  in  front  of life.  The Romanians did not invest with  absolute any 
relative factor;  neither  did  they proceed in  reverse, perceiving in  the key of 
the relative what belongs to the absolute, which is undoubtedly  observed 
from  their  poetic and artistic  creation (until  the establishment of the 
totalitarian  regime). 

Taking advantage of the horizon  of Max Scheler's meditation,  Mircea 
VulcŁnescu remains a spirit  who has phenomenologically deepened, like  
no other, the idea of Romanianity  (which  is, we believe, also one of 
Romanitude ), or the Romanian  spirit,  as he does, among others, in  The 
Romanian  dimension  of existence12. By giving man what is human, we find  
here our specific difference towards the West and its ethos. Romanians, 
says VulcŁnescu, are ñsomewhere beyond the Faustian  and rational  Good 
and Evil  of modern  Europeò, and the Humane  became in  us 
Humanitarism , a fortification  that  did  not allow the state, until  Stalinism,  
to endorse any ideology.  

The hermeneutics of humanity  undertaken by VulcŁnescu is, 
conceptually speaking, highly  persuasive and equally seductive. He 
proposed a cultural  synthesis and original  solutions to the problems of life, 
but only after an initial  ñdeep destruction  of Western ontology, from  Plato 
to Nietzscheò will  be realized. ñExcesses, concluded Stamatu, and mistakes 
were made, but Romania did  not practice the ñconsecrated horrors  of 
hybris  on both sides, in  the name of biological or class racism, throughout  
the war.ò 

VulcŁnescu's statements have an axiomatic  certainty  and the fullness 
of sapiential thought.  For example, when noting  the determinants  of the 
Romanian spirit:  ñthere's a specific kind  of realism, with  moments of 
magic and romance, and yet it  is a real sui generis unity.  Tragic human 
ethos, of a heroism resigned and minor  for now, in  daily  existence. A 
powerful  genius of the heart, today unmoved by sentimentality,  for certain  
reasons. Relieved from  sincerity  and with  a certain depth in  the sense of 
life  ... Unlike  the European West, a great horror  of Hybris.  That is why he 
cannot take seriously the objective apparatus of life,  be it  the state itself,  
the new Moloch  that  threatens to engulf the future  of culture.  By itself,  our 
spirit  would never have reached a crisis caused by the revolt  of things 
against man, like the present one (see Scheler)ò. 

                                                             
12 See Mircea VulcŁnescu, The Romanian Dimension of Existence, Edition curated 

by Marin Diaconu, Bucharest: Publishing House of the Romanian Cultural Foundation, 
1991.   
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Horia  Stamatu does not elude, in  his analysis, the dimension  of 
dialogue  that  this  ñintellectual animatorò called Mircea VulcŁnescu had, 
whether we consider the atmosphere set up by the magazine and the circle 
Criterion , or we refer to the motivation  he imprinted  on spirits  like Mircea 
Eliade or Constantin  Noica (let's not forget from  this  chain the link,  maybe 
initial:  Vasile BŁncilŁ). In  this  way a symposium was conceived as a kind  of 
ñpublic roundtableò, says Stamatu, which brought  in  dialogue 
representatives of important  trends, young people who debated from  
various angles the latest news in  the sphere of philosophy, literature,  
politics  or the social in  the period 1932-1935. 

At that  time, the appropriate  syntagma: ñactivism of despairò and 
ñhistoricism of resignationò became functional,  two vectors that  
synthesized the essence of tendencies of the young generation. Two 
waiting  horizons in  a reductionist  opposition:  one of them had to 
disappear, to be practically  absorbed by the other.  

Horia  Stamatu stated, in  a footnote, that  even in  the space of Right 
orientation  there were young people with  different  principles,  having 
either one or the other of these two tendencies (characteristic  of Romania's 
political  past), meaning ñsome were more ñpoliticalò and others more 
ñculturalò; so that, through  the imitative  hybris  of 1938, an ñinflation of 
unselfish activism, with  disastrous consequencesò was reached.  

The publicist  then concluded (in  1966) that, since 1907, our history  
has been really tragic:  ñToo many Romanians have been killed  by other 
Romanians, and this  is not in  their  natureò. Because ñthe torment  of the 
Romanian spirit  in  the mouth  of an ideology so foreign to it  cannot be 
compensated by anythingò. Romanianity  has been extremely distressed 
and the return  to normal  will  occur when we will  be free of ñconceptual 
objective targetsò (see the tyranny  of ideology), and what VulcŁnescu 
called a revolt  of things against man. In  other words: ñA human being has 
to pass sovereignly ahead of the tractor,  to be freed from  the ñengineers of 
soulsò and to reach ñthe overall  ratio  of the spirit  to the totality  of 
existenceò. 

Stamatu's essay on Mircea VulcŁnescu is a balanced and subtle one, 
and some of the philosopher's ideas, especially those that  reached not only 
asymptotically  the interwar  political  Right, are faithfully  and productively  
annotated by the publicist.  The philosopher  thus appears to us as a man of 
his time and of the Romanian society in  which he lived, hoped and wrote 
with  lucidity  and realism. 

 



Cogito ï Multidisciplinary Research Journal  23 

References  
 
Collection of newspapers: The Romanian  Word , Prodomos 

(Romanian Library  in  Freiburg,  Germany). 
Nae, Ionescu, (1990), The Weathervane , Edition  curated by Dan 

Zamfirescu, Buchares, ñThe Weathervaneò. 
Monica, Lovinescu, (1990), Short waves. Indirect  Journal , 

Bucharest, Humanitas . 
Basarab, Nicolescu, (1968), Ion  Barbu.  The cosmology of the 

secondary gameò, Bucharest, EPL. 
Titu , Popescu, (1993), The Poet Horia  Stamatu , Printed  in  Germany, 

Munich . 
Mircea, VulcŁnescu, (1991), The Romanian  Dimension  of Existence, 

Edition  curated by Marin  Diaconu, Bucharest, Publishing  House of the 
Romanian Cultural  Foundation.  



24  Vol. XII , no. 2/ June, 2020 

II NN SSTTII TTUU TTII OONN AALL   EECCOO--PPRRAAGGMM AATTII CCSS  VVSS..  AANN TTHH RROOPPOO--
PPRRAAGGMM AATTII CCSS::   PPRROOBBLL EEMM SS,,  CCHH AA LL LL EENN GGEESS,,  

RREESSEEAARRCCHH   PPEERRSSPPEECCTTII VVEESS  
 

NN aatt aall ii ii aa  KK rr aavvcchh eenn kk oo ,,**  
 

nkravchenko@outlook.com  
 

TTeett ii aann aa  PPaasstt eerr nn aakk****  
 

tanya.pasternak@gmail.com  
 
Abstract:  The paper introduces  the concept of eco-pragmatics  based on 

the principle  of eco-centrism  as the ñselflessò interaction  at interpersonal,  social, 
intercultural  and transnational  levels. Institutional  eco-pragmatics  involves 
two  types of strategies, which  differ  in  degree of their  eco-centrism  and base on 
the prototypica l values of ñcommon goodò and ñcompensatory justiceò. 
ñȷommon goodò strategies are subdivided into  environmental  and pseudo eco-
centric  subtypes, the latter  implying  the civilizational  interests of mankind  
related  to the status of its common heritage.  ñCompensatory  justiceò strategies 
base on preferential  treatment  of the most disadvantaged  individuals,  entities 
or  states granting  them advantages that  may  be unprofitable  for  the privilegesô 
providers.   

 
Keywords:  institutional  eco-pragmatics,  compensatory  justice 

strategies, ñcommon goodò strategies, eco-centrism.  
 
 
Introduction  
The research relies on the present-day philosophical  methodology 

which expands the boundaries of traditional  ethics by incorporating  nature 
/  environment  into  ethical and humanitaria n research and, vice versa, 

extends the concept of ñecologyò to the level of ñmeta-ecologyò1, involving  
philosophical,  socio-cultural,  moral  and ethical components. Such an 
approach implies  the conceptualization of eco-centrism as a principle  of 
balanced human /  society relations not only with  nature but also with  all 
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subjects and objects ñresponsibleò for  the harmonious  environment  of 
human beings. Moreover, the humanistic  vector of relations  from  the man 
to the world,  life  and other humans (argued in  the ethics of Russian 

philosophers Fedorov and Koutaissoff2, Dostoevsky3, Solovyov4, Berdyaev5, 

Losskiy6, Frank7, Florenskiy8, Bulgakov9) is a basic prerequisite  for the 
ecological attitude  of humans to the nature. It  is in  tune with  the statement 
of the famous Russian philosopher  Solovyov10 ñWhen self-interest  does not  
reign in  public  relations between people, it  will  cease to dominate the 
relations between the man and the natureò. 

Therefore, overcoming the anthropocentrism  (and eta-centrism)  in  
favour of eco-centrism, as extensively interpreted  above, presumes 
particular  eco-pragmatic strategies of the harmonious  and ñselflessò 
interaction  at interpersonal,  socio, intercultural  and transnational  levels 
without  being limited  to the ñhumanïnatureò relations.  

Inasmuch the term ñeco-pragmaticsò is for the first  time coined and 
introduced  into  linguistics  and consequently, the eco-pragmatic strategies 
have not been explored in  institutional  framework,  the paper aims to 
determine and specify their  basic types and corresponding subtypes. 

Institutional -discursive strategies embodying the eco-centric meta-
discursive values  involve:  (a) strategies of improving  relations between the 
man /  society and the nature (nature  protection  facet); (b) strategies of 
restricting  the own rights  and interests (political,  economic, national -
cultural,  public,  sovereign, transnational,  etc.) in  favor of increasing the 
rights  of others, usually the weakest and most vulnerable ones, in  the need 
of help (compensatory justice facet); (c) the pseudo eco-centric strategies 
of protecting  the ñcommon heritage of humanityò as a subject of 
investigation,  exploration  and profitmaking;   
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Data  and  methods  
The analyzed data have been collected from  the international -legal 

discourse with  the involvement  of certain ethic-ecological, ethic-social and 
ethic-philosophical  texts for the purpose of identification  the prototype  
eco-ethical concepts.  

The first  step of analysis is identification  of the prototype  eco-ethical 
concepts viewed as a cognitive underpinn ing of eco-centric strategies. In  
that,  we make use of selected analysis of ethic-ecological, ethic-social and 
ethic-philosophical  texts with  the focus on their  topics (indexed by 
headings, key words, topic sentences) and names of the theories implying  
the concepts-ideas of the particular  outlook.  In  spite of the differences in  
the theories they all somehow relate to the overcoming of 
anthropocentrism  in  order to create a new ecological ethics ï the ñethics of 
non-dominatingò and the ñethics of careò. In  addition  to the concepts of 
ñnon-dominatingò and ñconcernò, other prototypical  values of eco-ethical 
relationships  include ñself-improvement  as self-denialò, ñself-restriction  in  
favour of othersò11, ñhumanismò, ñequality in all respectsò, ñself-
perfectionò12, ñresponsibility for  others or to othersò, ñprotection of nature 
in  interrelation  with  safeguarding of human dignityò13, ñcompassionò, 
ñsolidarityò, ñunityò, shared by all eco-centric theories. 

The second step specifies the value-based discourse-forming  
strategies in  the international  legal discourse with  the special emphasis on 
correlative and invariant  strategies (suggesting their  similar  cognitive 
basis) in  different  domains of international  legal communication.  Our 
primary  concern on this  stage has been to identify  the legal valuesô 
opposition  and their  embodying strategies in terms of eco-centric vs. eta-
centric framework.  In  that  we rely on the studies of discourse as a 
cognitive-semiotic wholeness with  the world -modeling properties in 
identification , construction  and transformation  of eco-ethical values and, 
in  particular,  on the concepts of discursive formation  and discursive order 
by Foucault14 in  their  projection  on the present-day eco-semiotics and 
critical  discourse analysis, suggesting the link  between individual  
contextual and situational  models and cognitive structures in  social 
conscience, legitimized  by dominant  discourses15. This theoretical -

                                                             
11 Schweizer, A., In: E.R. Harold, ed. Reverence for life: The words of Albert 

Schweitzer. Bbs. Pub. Corp, 1995. 
12 Naess, A., óThe deep ecology movement: Some philosophical aspectsô. 

Philosophical inquiry,  no. 8, 1986, pp. 10-31. 
13 Jonas, H., The imperative of responsibility: In search of an ethics for the 

technological age. University of Chicago Press, 1984. 
14 Foucault, M., óThe order of discourseô. In: R. Young, ed. Untying the text: A post -

structuralist reader.  London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1981, pp. 48-78. 
15 van Dijk, T., Kintsch, W., Strategies of discourse comprehension. New York: 

Academic Press, 1983. 
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methodological background contributes  to the understanding  of eco-
pragmatic strategies as a discursive mechanism of the human 
consciousness ecologization at individual,  public  and universal-
civilizational  levels. At this  stage we apply the methods of critical -
discourse analysis to explain how institutional,  international  legal and 
ideological contexts determine  the choice of institutional  strategies, their  
conflicts  and supremacy, determining  the corresponding verbal code and 
textual structures. And vice versa, we also aim to determine to what extent 
the international  legal discourse in  its eco-pragmatic facet may impact  on 
constructing  new international  legal reality  and, wider, on eco-centric 
rebuilding  of the world  by various discourses. 

In  specification of eco-pragmatic strategies we base on the definition  
of the strategy by Teun van Dijk  as a global mental representation of the 
means of reaching a certain goal. It  pertains to a global way of deciding, in 
advance, which kinds of action alternatives will  be taken along a course of 
actions (van Dijk  and Kintsch, 1983: 65). 

As an additional  tool to specify eco-centric institutional  strategies, 
their  principal  type, subtypes and hierarchy we also made use of taxonomy 
analysis, classifying the strategies according to their  value-based 
(necessary and sufficient)  characteristics. 

 
Eco -pragmatic  strategies  in  in ternational  legal  discourse  
In  the framework  of international -legal discourse we specified three 

basic groups of eco-pragmatic strategies (figure  1): 
 

 
Figure  1. Eco -centric  pragmatic  strategies  in  International  Legal  

Discourse  
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(1) ñcommon goodò strategies in  their  environmental  and ñcommon 
heritageò manifestations,  with  the concept of ñcommon goodò implying:  (a) 
a harmonic  relation  between the man /  society and the nature (nature  
protection  facet) or (b) the civilizational  (not  limited  to a nature 
protection)  interests and needs of mankind  related to the status of its 
common heritage (pseudo eco-centric facet);  

(2) strategies of restricting  the statesô rights  /  interests (political,  
economic, national -cultural,  public,  sovereign, transnational,  etc.) in  favor 
of increasing the rights  of others even at the cost of reducing the scope of 
the own rights  and freedoms (ɗompensatory justice strategies). 

The 1.a. subtype relies on a concept of ñcommon goodò, embodied by 
the strategy of granting  the rights  to natur e, its objects and living  beings 
(the concept of ñcommon goodò is opposed by that  to the concept of 
ñsovereigntyò).  

The 1.b. subtype bases on the concept of ñcommon goodò embodied 
by the trans-institutional  strategy of granting  the freedom of exploration  
and investigation  of the terrestrial  and extraterrestrial  spaces, associated 
with  res omnium  communis that  is common heritage of humanity  (the 
concept of ñcommon goodò is also opposed here to the concept of 
ñsovereigntyò). 

The second group of strategies bases on the concept of ñcompensatory 
justiceò (with  opposition  to the concept of ñlegal justiceò) corresponding to 
eco-centric strategies of giving preferences to those (individuals,  entities, 
states), in  need of help.  

Unfortunately,  the recognition  of the importance  of someoneôs 
interests at the expense of self-interests is not a salient strategy of the 
international  legal discourse. However, it  is discernible to some extent in  
its different  branches bringing  up the following  problems: (a) to assess the 
validity  of eco-ethical values for construction  of international  legal world  
picture,  that  is: to what extend the eco-centric norms (the strategies 
expressing the readiness to renounce something in favour of others) are 
only declarations or a progressive vector  of international  law development; 
what are the verbal markers of the declarative or binding  nature of eco-
centric strategies; (b) to identify  the valuesô opposition,  crucial to possible 
eco-centric vector of international  legal discourse; (c) to argue that  the 
international  legal values of equality, sovereignty and freedom do not  
correlate with  eco-centric strategies. 

 
Nature  protection  strategies:  degrees  of  ñeco-centrismò 
The first  subtype of eco-centric strategies, identified  in  the 

international -legal discourse, constitutes the strategies of improving  
relations between the man /  society and the nature that  differ  in  degree of 
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their  ñeco-centrismò. This group relies on a concept of ñcommon goodò, 
embodied by the strategy of granting  the rights  to nature, its objects and 
living  beings. The value of ñcommon goodò is opposed by that  both to 
ñsovereigntyò or eta-centrism 16 and anthropo-centrism 17. 

The analysis of the environmental  international -legal documents 
shows that  eco-centrism is manifested by the strategy of recognizing the 
partial  legal personality  of nature and its objects (primarily  in  the form  of 
the right  of nature and its objects to life).  

In  particular,  in  the UNESCO Declaration  on Ethical  Principles for  
Climate Change, the protection  of the rights  of nature is declared as a 
common value of the states: ñRecognizing that  climate change is a 
common concern for all humankind,  and convinced that  the global and 
local challenges of climate change cannot be met without  the participation  
of all people at all levels of society.ò18  

The Convention on the Biological Diversity  recognizes the rights  of 
living  beings to be preserved: ñAffirming that  the conservation of biological  
diversity  is a common concern of humankind.ò19 

According to the Agreement on the Application  of Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures, WTO countries have the right  to apply measures 
to protect life  or health not only of humans but also of animals or plants:  
ñMembers have the right  to take sanitary and phytosanitary  measures 
necessary for the protection  of human, animal  or plant  life  or health, 
provided that  such measures are not inconsistent  with  the provisions of 
this  Agreement.ò20 

The ñrightsò of international  watercourses concerning the 
preservation of their  ecosystem are regulated in the United  Nations 
Convention on the Law of Non-Navigational  Uses of International  
Watercourses: ñWatercourse States shall, individually  and, where 
appropriate,  jointly,  protect and preserve the ecosystems of international  
watercourses.ò21 

                                                             
16 in case it refers to the intergovernmental regulation of the relationship between 

the nature and nationals 
17 UN Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International 

Watercourses, (1997). 
18 UNESCO declaration of ethical principles in relation to climate change, (2017), 

Available at: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social -and-human-

sciences/themes/comest/ethical -principles/  
19 Convention on the biological diversity of living creatures, (1992). Avai lable at: 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/legal/cbd -en.pdf 
20 WTO Agreement on the application of sanitary and phytosanitary measures, 

(1994), Available at: https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/spsagr_e.htm  
21 United Nations Convention on the law of the non -navigational uses of 

international watercourses, (1997), Available at:  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/comest/ethical-principles/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/comest/ethical-principles/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/legal/cbd-en.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/spsagr_e.htm
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The environmental strategies differ  in  degree of their  ñeco-centrismò. 
The less eco-centric are the strategies of granting  protection  to the nature as 
an object of utilization  and profitmaking.  It  partially  overlaps with  the 
institutional  strategies providing  the legal framework  of res omnium  
communis manifested by ñfreedomsò for  space, sea and air. At first  sight, 
such strategies reflect the value of ñcommon goodò in  it  ñaltruisticò facet, 
since the states retransfer  the part  of their  sovereign rights  in  order to 
preserve common value. However, even related to the eco-centric value of 
ñcommon goodò, such a vector of international  law development is no longer 
eco-centric, since it  basically relies on the eta-centric strategy of non-
discrimination  and equality within  the framework  of the ñlegal justiceò. 

For example, the ñequitable and reasonable useò of an international  
watercourse as a constructing  principle  of The Convention on the Law of 
the Non-navigational  Uses of International  Watercourses (1997), actually 
subordinat es the strategy of protection  and preservation of the shared 
natural  resource to the strategy of granting  the equal and mutually  
beneficial distribution  and utilization  of international  watercourse. 
Consequently, the ñsovereigntyò is foregrounded here as a dominant  legal 
value marginalizing  the value of ócommon goodô: ñthe promotion  of the 
optimal  and sustainable utilization  thereof for present and future  
generationsò22.  

Such a value disproportion  is marked both explicitly:  a) ñWatercourse 
States shall cooperate on the basis of sovereign equality, territorial  
integrity  mutual  benefit and good faith  in  order to attain  optimal  
utilization  and adequate protection  of an international  watercourseò23; b) 
ñtaking into  account the interests of the watercourse States concerned, 
consistent with  adequate protection  of the watercourseò24 and implicitly  ï 
by passivation in  combination  with  lexemes ñutilizationò and ñbenefitsò 
that  shift  the normative  focus from  the rights  of the natural  object to the 
rights  of its owners, presupposing, inter  alia, the possibility  of equal 
damage to watercourse by Watercourse states: ñan international  
watercourse shall be used and developed by watercourse States with  a view 
to attaining  optimal  and sustainable utilization  thereof and benefits 
therefromò25. 

The most eco-centric is the strategies vesting the nature objects with  
the human rights  (strategy of recognition  the partial  legal personality  of 

                                                                                                                                                                       
http://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/8_3_1997.pdf  
22 UN Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International 

Watercourses, 1997, Article 8. 
23 Ibid.   
24 Ibid. Article 5 
25 Ibid.  

http://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/8_3_1997.pdf
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animals as the subject of rights)  suggesting the intertextual  relations with  
international  human rights  law. European Convention for the Protection  of 
Pet Animals  recognizes the aggregate of domestic animalsô rights,  i.e. the 
right  to: ñaccommodation, care and attention  which take account of the 
ethological needs of the animal  in  accordance with  its species and breedò26. 

To sum up, the value of ñcommon goodò can determine both eco-
centric and anthropocentric  (more precisely, eta-centric)  vectors of the 
international  law development, depending on the nature of the object of 
granted rights.  If  the rights are granted to nature, its living  and inanimate  
objects, then the eco-centric strategy is applied. If  the ñcommon goodò 
interferes with  the rights  of the state, it  immediately  involves the eta-
centric strategies and the value dominance of sovereignty. 

 
Pseudo  eco -centrism:  justice  vs.  freedom  and  equality  
At first  view, all international  legal strategies associated with  the 

value of ñcommon goodò (whether they pertain  to the nature protection  or 
to the regime of res omnium  communis)  are unalloyed the eco-centric 
strategies, since they ñtake into  account the interests and needs of 
mankind  as a wholeò. In  actual fact, only insignificant  part  of these 
strategies falls into  the category of strategies under discussion. 

Let us consider in  this  connection the principle  of freedom which is 
the constitutive  for International  space law as well as for the certain norms 
of International  sea law and International  air law. This principle  that  
apparently relies on the concept of ñcommon goodò motivates the trans-
insti tutional  strategy of granting  the States the freedoms of exploration  
and investigation  of spaces beyond their  sovereignty, i.e. ñfreedoms of 
international  watersò, ñfreedom of exploration  and utilization  of the sea 
bed and its resources beyond continental  shelfò, and so on. Accordingly,  at 
first  sight it  may seem that  the international  legal ñfreedomsò constitute  
the eco-centric strategy since such freedoms are associated both with  the 
value of ñcommon goodò (they establish legal bases for ñcommon heritage 
of humanityò), and the concept of ñfreedomò as an ethical category. 
However, in  actual practice this  facet of international  legal values makes 
the rights  of states equal, regardless of their  economic status, which 
actually benefits the ñspaceò and ñseaò states. The freedoms for ñthe 
equalsò, which cannot be used by a number of states due to their  limited  
technological and natural  resources, are meaning-making for the concept 
of ñlegal /  institutional  justiceò as the ñequality before the lawò (which  in  
inter national  legal discourse appears as ñequality for  the equalsò). Legal 

                                                             
26 European convention for the protection of pet animals, (1987), Available at: 
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justice determines the vector of international  law development associated 
with  the meanings of ñsovereigntyò ñhomogeneityò, ñproportionalityò, and 
ñnon-discriminationò. 

For example, a non-discriminatory  regime as the main conceptual 
framework  of the international  trade cannot be considered as an eco-
centric principle  since it  implies  ñequality for  equalsò (that  is the ñlegal 
justiceò facet) without  taking into  account the interests of those who can 
not benefit from  such a regime without  significant  losses. Thus, both the 
National  Treatment principle  that  prohibits  the WTO Members from  
favouring  their  domestic products and services (GATT, 1947: Articles III;  
XVII 27) over the imported  ones of other member countries, and the Most-
favoured nation  principle,  which prohibits  discrimination  between imports  
irrespective of their  origin  or destination,  prioritize  the market access 
rights  of the WTO members while disregarding the possible negative 
impact of the liberalization  on the state of the different  economies: ñany 
advantage, favour, privilege or immunity  granted by any contracting  party  
to any product  originating  in  or destined for any other country  shall be 
accorded immediately  and uncondition ally to the like product  originating  
in  or destined for the territories  of all other contracting  partiesò28. 

As opposite to this  vector, the eco-centric strategy of the giving 
preferences to those (individuals,  entities, states) in  need of assistance 
bases on the concept of ñcompensatory justiceò as the ñequality for  the 
unequalsò (which  in  international  legal discourse actually appears as 
ñequalization of conditions  for achieving equal resultsò).  

 
Eco -centrism  under  reservations:  humaneness  and  

generosity  vs.  sovereignty  
Apart  from  eco-centric strategies embodying the value of ñcommon 

goodò there is a group of strategies of giving preferences to those 
(individuals,  entities, states) who are in  need of help, guided by such 
values as compassion, generosity, self-denial, under the conceptual sphere 
of ñcompensatory justiceò29.  

Thus, all principal  Conventions and Treaties (constitutive  for the 
international  legal branches) incorporate  the expansion about taking into  
account óthe special interests and needs of developing countriesô. The 
strategy of taking into  account the interests of disadvantaged entities  
(states, nations, individuals)  is manifested by the rights  and privileges 

                                                             
27 General Agreement on tariffs and trade, (1947), Available at:  
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/gatt47_01_e.htm  
28 GATT, Article I.  
29 Kravchenko, N.K., Discourse and discourse analysis: A brief encyclopedia.  Kiyv: 

Interservis, 2017, pp. 93-95. 
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provided for Land-locked States and Geographically Disadvantaged States, 
which:  ñshall have the right  to participate,  on an equitable basis, in  the 
exploitation  of an appropriate  part  of the surplus of the living  resources of 
the exclusive economic zones of coastal States of the same subregion or 
regionò30.  

The same strategy of defending the interests of the weak and /  or 
disadvantaged is embodied by the UN general principles  related to remote 
sensing of Earth by satellite, which lay the participating  States under a 
commitment  to transmit  the data and information  to States affected by 
natural  disasters, or likely  to be affected by impending  natural  disasters, as 
promptly  as possible: ñStates participating  in  remote sensing activities  that  
have identified  processed data and analysed information  in  their  
possession that  may be useful to States affected by natural  disasters, or 
likely  to be affected by impending  natural  disasters, shall transmit  such 
data and information  to States concerned as promptly  as possible.ò31  

The same facet of the international  legal discourse is manifested by 
the so-called Enabling Clauses, allowing  the states to take temporary  
protective measures, i.e. by introducing:  ñprudential carve-outô to 
safeguard the balance-of-payments and to ensure the integrity  and 
stability  of their  financial  systemò32.  

The derogations to the non-discrimination  treatment  in  favor of 
developing countries are introduced  by GATT Decision of 28 November 
1979 (L/4903)  and have continued to apply as part  of GATT 1994 under 
the WTO. They provide the Special Differential  and more favourable tari ff  
treatment  by developed contracting  parties to products originating  in  
developing countries as well as differential  and more favourable treatment  
concerning non-tariff  measures. 

The components of compensatory justice, i.e. ñheterogeneityò, 
ñcompensationò, ñdifferentiationò, ñequalizationò are highlighted  here by 
the key lexemes referring  to the special treatment  reasons, tools and goals.  

Reasons are denoted by designating the entities of additional  rights  
(collocation  ñdeveloping countriesò ipso facto suggests particular  
inferential  pattern:  those requiring  the help), and their  corresponding 
attributes  (special economic situation,  financial  and trade needs). Goals 
are explicitly  pointed  out by fixed expressions: ñprogressive development 
of their  economies and improvement  in their  trade situationò, ñto 
safeguard the balance-of-paymentsò, ñto ensure the integrity  and stability  
of the financial  systemò. Tools /  methods are signified  by nominations  of 

                                                             
30 United Nations convent ion on law of the sea (UNCLOS), (1982), Available at: 

http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/part5.htm  
31 UN General Assembly, 1986, Principle XI.  
32 Annex on Financial Services. 
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regulatory  treatment  ñthe Special Differential  and more favourable tariff  
treatment,  more favourable treatment  concerning non-tariff  measures, 
protective measuresò. 

The reasons, tools and goals of more favourable treatment  constitute  
in  their  combination  the eco-centric strategy of equalizing the conditions  
for achieving equal results, which bases on the prototypical  ethical value of 
ñself-restriction  in  favour of othersò (through  the lens of international  law 
it  may be interpreted  as ñadditional rights  vs. international  legislation  
integrityò). 

The similar  eco-centric  strategy of granting  the additional  advantages 
to those in  need of help is manifested by the Article  32 of the International  
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All  Migrant  Workers and 
Members of Their  Families, which prescribes: a) ñStates Parties shall 
ensure respect for the cultural  identity  of migrant  workers and members of 
their  families  and shall not prevent them from  maintaining  their  cultural  
links  with  their  State of originò33; b). ñStates Parties may take appropriate  
measures to assist and encourage efforts in  this  respectò34. 

All  these strategies imply  the same meaning ñto give preferences /  
help to those in  need of assistanceò and fall  into  a category of eco-centric 
since: (a) their  realization  demands certain additional  efforts from the 
State without  bringing  them any benefits in  return;  (b) they embody the 
eco-centric values of generosity as well as humaneness and compassion: 
ñConsidering the situation  of vulnerability  in which migrant  workers and 
members of their  families  frequently  find  themselves owing, among other 
things, to their  absence from  their  State of origin  and to the difficulties  
they may encounter arising from  their  presence in  the State of 
employmentò35. 

The generalizing strategy of giving benefits and preferences for the 
weakest or deprived of the particular  resources in  comparison with  others 
is discernible in discourses of international  legal trade, international  space 
law and international  law of the sea. However, the value significance of 
such a strategy is dimin ished by the complex of legal disclaimers which 
actually subordinate the above moral  (i.e. natural  law) values to positive 
law values of equity and sovereignty.  

In  particular,  in  United  Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea36 
the formulation  of the rights of Land-locked States and Geographically 
Disadvantaged States is only one sentence long, while stipulations  and 

                                                             
33 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
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35 Ibid.  
36 United Nations convention on law of the sea (UNCLOS), 1982. 
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reservations to it  take up space in  69.1 and subsequent 69.2 (a, b, c, d), 
69.3, 69.4, 69.5, 70.1, 70.2, 70.3, 70.4, 70.5. 70.1. 

Basically all  articles of the Convention on the Protection  of the Rights 
of All  Migrant  Workers37 (to the exclusion of the Article  32) and other 
documents related to the same problem, stipulate  the realization  of these 
rights  with  additional  conditions.  

Identified  disclaimers are marked by conditional  clauses (ñmigrant 
workers and members of their  families:  (a) Are considered as documented 
or in  a regular situation  if  they are authorized to enter, to stay and to 
engage in  a remunerated activity  in  the State of employment pursuant  to 
the law of that  State and to international  agreements to which that  State is 
a partyò); parentheses (ñif necessaryò, ñas the case may beò, ñas may be 
required  byò, ñas may be appropriateò, ñif requestedò, ñas is necessaryò); 
clichés referri ng to the national  jurisdiction,  public  health or morals 
(ñFreedom to manifest oneôs religion  or belief may be subject only to such 
limitations  as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public  
safety, order, health or morals or the fundamental  rights  and freedoms of 
othersò; ñFor the protection  of the national  security of the States concerned 
or of public  order (ordre  publicò)38. 

The clichés referring  either to the national  jurisdiction  or public  
safety, order, health or morals are somewhat the intertextual  triggers 
dialogizing with  the national  legal texts and with  semiotic sphere of 
national -cultural  (social-cultural)  and ideological texts since notions  of 
ñpublic safetyò, ñhealthò or ñmoralsò restricting  the scope of rights  may be 
differently  conceptualized in  the national  /  ethnic world  pictures. 

Among other disclaimers that  restrict  the scope of rights  by means of 
dialogizing with  national -legal texts (thus acknowledging the sovereignty 
as the dominant  international  legal value) we identified  different  
hyponymic  nominations  of the notion -hyperonym of ñsovereigntyò: 
national  jurisdiction,  legislation  of the State, public  order, national  
security and its metaphorical  substitute ñpeopleôs lifeò. While  modeling the 
values of specialized branches of international  law in  discourses, the 
disclaimers often operate by lexicon denoting the particular  elements of 
legal relations subject to national  jurisdiction  (national  activities, 
nationals, ownership, non-governmental entities, etc.). 

As a result, the complex of legal disclaimers foregrounds the 
opposition  between the eco-centric values of humaneness, compassion and 
generosity and the positive law values of equity and sovereignty. In  our 
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opinion,  the disclaimers iconically  reproduce the complicatedness of 
negotiation  process caused by the value dichotomy  between ñcommon 
goodò and ñsovereigntyò, ñlegal justiceò and ñcompensatory justiceò. 

Consequently, compensatory justice comes in  some collision  with  
legal justice and somehow compromises the structural  integrity  of the 
particular  international  discourse (constituting  certain international  legal 
branch). Such a collision  reflects the value opposition  between eco-centric 
and eta-centric vectors of the international  legal discourse manifested by 
the complex of antinomies  (ñcommon goodò vs. sovereignty, preferences 
vs. freedom and equality, heterogeneity vs. homogeneity), determining  the 
synergy of the international  law and its further  development. 

 
Conclusion  
The paper introduces the concept of eco-pragmatics as a new problem  

of linguistic  research aimed at overcoming the anthropocentrism  (and eta-
centrism),  in  favour of eco-centrism conceptualized as the harmonious  and 
ñselflessò interaction  at interpersonal,  socio, intercultural  and 
transnational  levels with out being limited  to the ñhumanïnatureò 
relations.  

The analysis of international  legal discourse has identified  two types 
of eco-pragmatic strategies, which differ  in  degree of their  eco-centrism 
and base on the prototypical  values of ñcommon goodò and ñcompensatory 
justiceò. The first  type, ñcommon goodò strategies, includes the strategies 
of taking into  account the civilizational  interests of mankind.  They rely on 
the value of ñcommon goodò, opposed to the legal value of ñsovereigntyò, 
and incorporate  two main  subtypes: (a) proper environmental  strategies 
differing  in  degree of their  eco-centrism, (b) trans-discursive strategies 
associated with  the notion  of ñcommon heritage of humanityò. 

The second type relies on the value meaning of ñcompensatory 
justiceò, opposed to ñlegal justiceò, as the ñequality for  the unequalsò, 
embodied by the strategies of giving preference to those (individuals,  
entities, states) in  need of help. 

The nature-protective subtype of the ñcommon goodò strategies 
recognizes the parti al legal personality  of the nature and its objects. Such 
strategies differ  in  degree of their  eco-centrism, depending on the holder of 
rights:  from  the less eco-centric strategy of granting  the protection  to 
nature as the object of utilization  and profitma king (a focus of regulation  
shifts from  the rights  of the nature object to the rights  of States ï their  
owners) to the most eco-centric strategies of vesting the nature objects 
with  the partial  legal entity,  that  is with  the rights  granted to human 
beings. 
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Another  type of the ñcommon goodò strategies encompasses the 
trans-discursive strategies of granting  the freedom of exploration  and 
investigation  of the terrestrial  and extraterrestrial  spaces outside the 
statesô sovereignty. Despite their  association with the value opposition  
between ñcommon goodò and ñsovereigntyò (with  the ñcommon goodò 
supremacy), such strategies are the least or pseudo eco-centric since they 
equate the ñfreedomsò (that  is, the rights)  of unequal subjects, which 
actually benefit only one group of them. Legal value of ñequalityò 
(manifested by ñfreedom of exploration  and investigationò, ña non-
discriminatory  regimeò, National  Treatment principle,  Most-favoured 
nation  principle,  etc.) constitutes a meaning-making component of the 
ñlegal /  institutional  justiceò as the ñequality before the lawò or ñequality 
for  the equalsò opposed to the ñcompensatory justiceò. 

The second eco-centric group of strategies constitute  the marginal  
facet of the present-day international  law and relies on the value of 
ñcompensatory justiceò, opposed here to ñlegal justiceò, as the ñequality for  
the unequalsò, embodied by the strategies of taking into  account the 
interests of the most disadvantaged subjects (individuals,  entities, states), 
i.e. by granting  them advantages that  may be harmful  for the privilegesô 
providers. Conceptual sphere of ñcompensatory justiceò, structured  by the 
value meanings of ñcompassionò, ñgenerosityò, ñself-denialò, is opposed 
then to the ñlegal justiceò, which unfortunately  remains the core value of 
the present-day international  legal world  picture  constituting  inherently  
eta-centric (that  is, sovereignty-protective),  vector of international  law.  

The value significance of the eco-centric strategies is depreciated by 
the complex of legal disclaimers that  restrict  the scope of eco-centric rights  
and foreground  the opposition  between eta-centric values of equity and 
sovereignty and eco-centric values of humaneness, compassion and 
generosity. The number of disclaimers iconically  reflects the 
complicatedness of negotiation  process caused by the above valuesô 
opposition.  

Compensatory justice, therefore, contravenes, to some extent, with  
legal justice, jeopardising the structural  integrity  of the international  law. 
Such a collision  shows the value opposition  between the eco-centric and 
eta-centric strategies in  the international  law, presenting a number of 
antinomies  (preferences vs. freedom and equality, common good vs. 
sovereignty, homogeneity vs. heterogeneity, etc.), which determine the 
synergy of the international  law and its further  development. 
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Abstract :  Philosophy is an open-ended discipline  and sometimes, it  
thrives  on controversies. These controversies most times are created by scholars 
who come up and sting  already  and strongly  accepted theories/traditions  and 
this paper called scholars like these System and Systematic Stinkers of which  
Quine is one of those stingers. Quine expressed serious reservations  about 
modern  empiricism.  He noticed that  the reason why  modern  empiricism  was 
able to affirm  some statements as meaningful  and others meaningless was 
because modern  empiricism  has been conditioned  by analytic -synthetic  
cleavage and reductionism,  which  he called its (empiricism)  dogmas. So, 
beaming these issues, this paper interrogated  this contentions submission of 
Quine using the critical -analytic  model. And it  was apparent  that  Quine has 
changed the hard  lining  and the logical  demarcation  of the empiricists  between 
analytic  and synthetic  statements into  a distinction  that  should rather  be made 
on pragmatic  lines. He posited that  to arrive  at knowledge, the fields of human  
learning  must align.  This position  not only  shook the foundations  of modern  
empiricism  but it  also shed more light  on analytic  philosophy  and philosophy  in 
general.   

 
Keyword:  Quine, Analytic,  Synthetic, Reduction(ism),  Dogmas, 

Empiricism.  Pragmatic.  
 

 
Introduction   
The western tradition  of philosophy started with  the Miletians  and 

from  there, it  grew and developed through the epochs to the contemporary  
era. And its growth  and development in  the contemporary  era has seen a 
lot  of ground breaking point  of views and postulations  which has led to 
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some novel mode of speculation and traditions.  And the scholars that  have 
been able to successfully break the grounds with  these novel schemes and 
postulations this  paper prefer to call System and Systematic Stinkers . 
Flowing from  the basic themes that  characterized philosophy  in  the 
contemporary  era, it  can boast of breeding the highest number of these 
stinkers. And this made it  the era with  the highest numbers of stinkers 
while the ancient to the modern and very little  in  the contemporary  epochs 
produced and are still  producing  the system builders.  System stinkers are 
interested in  questioning some already accepted philosophical  truth,  
doctrines and traditions  that  the system builders  have from  the ancient era 
to even the contemporary  era created, erected and also popularized. These 
stinkers are so-called because, they donôt spend so much time writing  
volumes through  the years but they just peck and sting a tradition  and 
literarily  set the world  of philosophy  on fire  again as they interrogate  the 
basic foundations  of some of our most cherished and appreciated systems 
and doctrines. Ind eed, these scholars sting like sharp mouthed animals 
like scorpions and other dangerous crawling animals. But the beauty of 
their  activities  as stinkers is that  they take everyone by storm and surprise 
and the beauty of philosophy which is reasoned speculation  is ignited  as 
more perennial  concerns are raised. This ignition  and intellectual  and 
philosophical  awakening is apt because the stinging is also thorough  and 
very systematic and this  explains why it  comes with  an undying  
philosophic  allure. In  no part icular  order, some foremost System and 
Systematic Stinkers  are; Wittgenstein  (Language Games),1 Joseph 
Fletcher (Situation  Ethics), Edmund  Gettier (the Fourth  Condition),  
Whitehead (Process Thought-The Suffereing God), Pierre Teilhard  de 
Chardin (Evolution ary Humanism),  Paul Moser (Volition  Epistemology), 
Jacque Derrida  (Deconstructionism),  Francois Lyotard  (Post Modernism),  
Noam Chomsky (Universal  Language), Donald Davidson (Radical 
Interpretivism),  Wilfred  Sellars (The Myth  of the Given), the scholars of 
the Frankfurt  School and the list  just goes on. However, one of the 
foremost of these System and Systematic Stinkers  is Wilhard  von oman 
Quine. He is the stinker  that  this  research is concerned about here. He is 
most foremost because he pulled three major  stings and in  no particular  
order they are; the theory of Naturalized  Epistemology , the theory of 
Radical  Translation/Ontological  Relativity  and the Holistic  Theory Of 
Meaning  and Pragmatic  Inclusivity . Interestingly,  the last one Holistic  
Theory Of Meanin g and Pragmatic  Inclusivity , two of them were his 
responses to the questions that  arose from  his strong reservations and 

                                                             
1 Even though the Language Game Theory is a correction of the pictorial theory by 

Wittgenstein , it can still be seen as a sting.  
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scathing remarks about the Two Dogmas of Empiricism . And this  is the 
primary  concern of this  research paper.  

 
Preamble  
It  is palpable from  our routine  experiences and in  our philosophical  

discourses; that  impulses are made known and communicated with  the use 
of language. In  doing this, words are combined in other to make good 
statements, sentences or prepositions. But, what seldom or never comes to 
our minds is the very fact that  some of our statements and prepositions  
may not be meaningful  and as such meaningless. It  is taken for  granted 
that  words whose meaning are known from  sentences imply  the 
meaningfulness of such sentences, however, this  may not necessarily be 
the case as there are some sentences which could be grammatically  correct 
but are meaningless. This has indeed propelled philosophers to tailor  and 
align their  discourses towards analysis, in  view of making statement really  
and truly  meaningful.  This enterprise of aligning  towards analysis seems to 
have given rise to the distinction  between the analytic and synthetic 
prototypes. It  seems to have started in the modern era with  Kant and 
resurfaced in  diverse shades in  the contemporary era with  the logical 
positivists.  Hence, a major  player in  that  philosophical  tradition,  in  the 
person of Rudolf  Carnap fancied the distinction  between logical 
frameworks and factual frameworks. In  the estimation  of  Carnap, a logical 
framework  is a linguistic  framework  where all of the internal  questions 
formulable  within  it  are seen as analytic, while it  becomes a factual 
framework  when at least some of the internal  questions are formulable  
within  it  are synthetic.2 This distinction  of Kant and Carnap especially 
Kant seems to underscore the empiricist  and the rationalist  tradition.  
However, this  whole discourse caught the fancy of Quine who rather  
inferred  and/or  deciphered from  the distinctions  the basic framework  on 
which the empirical  tradition  in philosophy tends to hinge its foundations.  
Quine rather  argued that  the analytic - synthetic distinction  appears to be 
the two dogmas that  propel and sustain the argument and supposition  of 
the empiricists.  It  is the disposition  of this research to attempt a critical  
analysis of this  supposition  of Quine which later informed  his postulation  
of empiricism  without  dogmas and which influenced his call for  a practical  
application  of rules instead of dogmas. 

 
Empiricism : Empiricism  is from  the Greek word ñEmpeiriaò which 

means experience. And modern empiricism  holds a conception of 
philosophy that  involves the analysis of concepts and propositions  that  
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88. 
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does not regard any form  of speculation. They are of the opinion  that  apart 
from  analytic statements in  mathematics and logic, no other statements 
are to be taken seriously save for those that  could be verified  and 
confirmed  by observation. Invariably  and in  the spirit  of Humeôs radical  
empiricism,  they rejected metaphysical and theological assertions because 
for them, they are nonsensical or meaningless. For Quine, the two dogmas 
onto which empiricism  stands are Analyticity  and Reductionism . Quine 
went ahead to exposed these especially what they contain and also their  
constraints, that  is, these two dogmas.   

 
Back ground  for  Analyticity  
Basically, in  judgments that  the connection of the subject to the 

predicate is thought  of, for Kant, it  is either the predicate B aligns with  and 
to the subject A, as something which is contained in  this  concept A or B 
lies outside the concept A. Though it  does not really stand in  connection 
with  it.  The first  of the cases is analytic while the second one is the 
synthetic. Therefore, analytic judgments are those whereby the connection 
of the predicate with  the subject is seen through  identity;  while those in 
which this  connection is without  the identity  should be called synthetic. 
Flowing from  this  then, it  is palpable that  analytic  statements are 
explicative  in  nature and synthetic statements are applicative  in  nature. 
The one that  add nothing  through  the predicate to the concept of the 
subject, but merely breaks it  up into  those constituent  concepts that  have 
all along been thought  in  it  can be seen as explicative. Conversely, that  
which add to the concept of the subject a predicate which has not been in 
any wise thought  in  it,  and which no analysis could possibly extract from  
it;  are therefore applicative. Take for example, if  I  say, all bodies are 
extended, is just an analytic judgment.  The reason is that, there is no need 
to go above and beyond the concept which I  connect with  the body so as to 
find  extension as bound up with  it.  To catch up with  this  predicate, I  only 
need to interrogate  and analyse the concept i.e., to become conscious of 
myself which is the manifold  which I  always think  in  that  concept. The 
judgment  then is simply  an analytic one. But when I  say óall bodies are 
curvyô the predicate is quite different  from  anything  that  I  think  in  the 
mere concept of body in  general and the addition  of such a predicate 
therefore yields a synthetic judgment. 3 In  plain  terns, with  an analytic 
judgment  our knowledge we donôt extend our knowledge in  any way but 
the change is in  synthetic, and all judgments of experience are all  
synthetic.    

                                                             
3 Smith, K, (trans.), Immanuel Kant: Critique of Pure Reason, New York: 

Macmillan Press, 2009, p. 120. 
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The  Argument  of  the  Two  Dogmas  
In  the estimati on of Kant in  an analytic sentence or statement the 

meaning of the predicate term is always contained in  the meaning of the 
subject term. The implication  of this  is that  the predicate does not add 
anything  to the concept of the subject; rather  it  merely breaks it  up into  
those constituent  concepts that  have all along been thought  in  it.  For 
instance, óall sisters are femalesô. The meaning of female is evident in  the 
term sister which is appears to the subject in  the sentence. The task of the 
predicate in  the structure  is to only make the subject simpler  to 
comprehend. And in a situation  whereby the predicate term stands outside 
the subject, despite the fact that  it  is of course connected with  it,  it  is 
simply  synthetic. In  the first  Dogma, Kant holds that  the denial of 
analytical statement is self- contradictory.  This is because Kant conceives 
of analytic statement as one in  which the concept of the subject term  
includes or contains the concept of the predicate term, whereas a synthetic 
statement is not. On the notion  of analytic statement, Quine points  out the 
following  shortcomings. The first  point  is that óit limits  itself  to statements 
of subject-predicate term form.  And the second point  is that  it  appeals to 
the notion  of containment  which is left  at the metaphorical  level.ô4 Owing 
to the fact that  the definition  given to analytic and synthetic statements by 
Hume and Kant are not clear enough, Quine attempts to give clarity  to 
analytic - synthetic distinction  by building  on Kantôs intention  and restated 
analytic  statement. Thus; a statement is analytic when it  is true by virtue  of 
meaning and independently  of fact.ô5 Quine the set out to attack the 
possibility  and reasonableness of the distinction  using the following  
schemes and themes. 

 
Meaning : As part  of the attempts to distinguish  between analytic 

and synthetic statements, meaning is seen as a way out. But Quine opines 
that,  this  is only possible when meaning is confused with  naming. He 
employ Fregeôs example of óevening starô and ómorning starô, which refer of 
the planet, óvenusô. This for example illustrates  that  different  terms can 
mean the same thing;  even though different  in meaning. In  his own 
opinion  therefore, naming can be equated with  extension, not meaning. He 
argues further  that  different  predicates of general terms may refer to the 
same object, even when they do not have the same meaning he buttresses 
his argument with  example that  the general terms ócreature with  a heartô 

                                                             
4 Quine, W.V.O., óTwo Dogmas of Empiricism.ô The Philosophical Review 60 (1): 

1951, 20-43. Reprinted in his work;  From a Logical Point of View  (New York: Harvard 
University, Press, 1953, p. 21. 

5 Kaufmann, W., óQuineôs Two Dogmas of Empiricismô in F. Baird (ed.) 
Philosophical Classics, Vol. V, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc., 1997, p. 289.  
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and ócreature with  kidneyô cannot said to have the same meaning even 
thought, they agree in  extension. Nwaoigu argues further  in  the words of 
Quine that:  óthere is no assurance here that  the extensional agreement of 
óbachelorô and óunmarried manô rest on the same meaning rather  that  
accidental matters of fact as does the extensional agreement of creature 
with  a heart and creatures with  kidney.ô6 The base line is that  when we 
realize that  meaning is not the same as naming, it  would be clear that  
meaning is not a clue to the explication  of analyticity.  

 
Synonyms :  This is another effort  of Quine to point  out the 

constraints  inherent  in  the analytic-synthetic distinction.  In  this  regard, he 
indicates that  there are two types of analytic statements, which includes 
those that  are logically  true and as a result are explicitly  analytic. For 
example, óno unmarried  man is marriedô. Such a statement is always true 
in  every re-interpretation.  The other ones are those that  can be 
transformed  into  logical truths  by substituting  synonyms for synonyms. 
For example óno bachelor is married.ô This can be made logically  true as 
follows;  óno unmarried  man is married.ô In  the estimation  of Quine, this 
explanation of analytical leans on a notion  of synonyms which is in  need of 
clarification  as much as analytical itself.  As an attempt  to completely 
exhaust the issue at stake, Quine examines Carnapôs attempts to explain 
analyticity  by appealing to what he Carnap calls state of description.  This 
involves assigning truth -value to atomic statements of language; such that  
complex statements are explained in  terms of the atomic statements. In  
this case, a statement is analytic when it  comes true under every state 
description.  Responding to this, Quine argues that  such can only work  for  
the first  type of analytic statements because they do not contain extra-
logical synonyms pairs, such as óbachelorô and óunmarried.ô It  follows that  
the other type of analytical statements, which have to do with  notion  of 
synonyms are not covered by the description.  And as a result, the problem  
of analytic-synthetic distinction  remains. 

 
Definition :  Some philosophers are of the view that  analytic 

statements of the second type can be turned  into  logical truth  by 
substituting  the definition  of terms they define. In  other words, óunmarried 
manô which is the definition  of the term óbachelorô can replace it.  Reacting 
to this, Quine argues that  to appeal to the nearest dictionary  will  not solve 
the problem, since lexicography relies on the practical  usage, which is 
denied from  the notion  of pre-existing synonyms. Which  means that, if  we 

                                                             
6 Nwaoigu, O.G.F., óQuineôs Two Dogmas of Empiricismô in G. Ozumba (ed.) The 

Great Philosophers (Vol. 3) (Awka: R & K Nigeria Enterprise, 2000, pp. 133 - 114. 
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would really want our definitions  to accurately reflect actual usage, then it  
means that  we will  make sure that  the definition  only defines words in 
term with  which they are synonyms. But this  implies  nothing  other than 
the notion  of synonyms. And the argument of Quine on this  is that  
synonyms have not been adequately characterized and definition  which is 
derived therefrom  cannot be taken as the panacea to the problem of 
analyticity.  

 
Interchangeability :  It  has naturally  been thought  that  the 

synonyms of two linguistic  forms are interchangeable in  all contexts in  
which they occur without  the loss of meaning. For Gottlieb  Leibnitz,  it  is 
referred to as óinterchangeability salva veritate.ô On the contrary,  Quine 
argues that, there is no linguistic  term that  can be totally  interchangeable 
in  this  sense. According to him,  we are not concerned with  synonyms in  
the sense of complete identity  in  psychological association or poetic 
quality;  but only concerned with  cognitive synonyms. He strongly  stated 
that  even the óinterchangeability  salva veritateô does not even give a 
proper account of synonyms. This is because some heteronymous 
expressions might  be interchangeable. Quine, however posits that, the sort 
of synonyms needed here are the ones, which will  make an analytical 
statement turn  into  a logical truth  by putting  synonyms for synonyms. For 
him,  therefore, to say that,  óbachelorô and óunmarried manô are cognitively  
synonymous is to say that  the statement óall and only bachelors are 
unmarriedô is analytical. As such, negating the fact that  óbachelorsô can also 
mean degree holders. This is a mere application  of cognitive synonyms 
which can help us in  analytic-synthetic distinction. 7 

 
Semantic  Rule:  Here, Quine observes that  some people think  that  

the difficulty  in separating  analytical statement from  synthetic statements 
is because of the vagueness of natural  language. And as a result, they are of 
the opinion  that  analytical language with  explicitly  semantic rules will  give 
a clear distinction.  From the rules, it  will  be easier to know which 
statement of the artificial  language is analytic. But Quine reasons that  the 
difficulty  here is that, the rules contain the word óanalyticô which we do not 
understand. We understand what the rules attribute  analyticity  to, but we 
do not understand the rules (i.e. analyticity)  to those expressions.8 

 

                                                             
7 Pluhar, W.S., (trans.), Immanuel Kant: C ritique of Pure Reason, Indianopolis: 

Hackett Publishing Company Inc. 1999, p. 56. 
8 Alston, W.P., Philosophy of Language, USA: Prentice Hall Inc., 1964, p. 190. 
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Quine  on  the  Second  Dogma  of  Empiricism  
This second dogma constitutes Quineôs critique  of reductionism,  

which is the consequence of the verification  theory  of meaning . This 
theory of meaning holds that  the meaning of a statement is the method of 
empirically  confirming  or infirming  it.  The primary  aim of the analytic 
philosophers is to analyse language and extirpate meaningless statements. 
It  was in this  light  that  the verification  principl e came in existence as the 
criterion  for meaning.9 According to the verification  principle,  only 
statements that  are analytic or synthetic are meaningful;  thus the claim of 
metaphysicians in the Hegelian tradition  is seen as meaningless.10 From 
these above, it  is barefaced that  this verification  principle  is against 
anything  that  is metaphysical in  nature. This principle  of verification  is 
highly  significant  to the positivistsô analysis of knowledge in  the 
demarcation between what is analytic and what is synthetic  as it  concerns 
prepositions. Thus, the logical positivists  held that  ñany statement without  
an object of reference that  the sense can verify,  except the case of analytic 
statements, is seen as only pseudo-statement, non-cognitive and 
nonsense.11 With  this, it  is now palpable that  the principle  of verification  
makes good uses the method of observation and experiment in  
ascertaining statements and propositions  that  are meaningfulness and this 
duly takes and uses the method of science as the model for  acquiring  
certain knowledge about the world.  This means that  science is the 
possessor of true knowledge and is the standard for  rationality.  It  was in  
this light  that  Henri  Poincare, a physicist and philosopher,  held the view 
that  experiment is the sole source of truth  and that  it  is only experiment 
that  can reveal novelty and achieve certainty.  This view of Poincare is in  
tandem with  Lakatosô view on scientific  method as the paradigm of 
authentic  knowledge. 

Given this  definition,  analytic statement would be that  which must be 
confirmed  no matter  what. In  the same vein, two expressions would be 
said to be synonymous, if  and only if,  they are alike in point  of method of 
empirical  confirmation. 12 The verification  principle  in  its first  explicit  
formulation  states that  the meaning of a statement lies in its method of 
verification.  The implication  of the above is that, for  a sentence to have 
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cognitive, factual, descriptive or literal  meaning, it  must express a 
statement that  could at least in  principle  be shown to be true or false or to 
some degree probable by reference to empirical  observations. So, for  
Quine, a proposition  is said to be verifiable  in  the strong sense of the term,  
if  and only if  its truth  could be conclusively established in  experience, but 
verifiab le in  the weak sense, it  is possible for experience to tender it  
probable.  

This led to the idea of radical reductionism  which views the relation  
between a statement and the experience as a direct  one. Radical reduction  
therefore set the goal of translatin g any significant  statement into  sense-
datum language. This task was vividly  embarked upon by Carnap. And in  
the estimation  of Quine, such a view attributes  all meaningful  statements 
as a translation  of direct  immediate  experience. Quine then had the 
impression that  the dogma of reductionism  is not isolated from  the dogma 
of analytic-synthetic cleavage; he further  reasons that  there exists a kind  of 
connection between the two dogmas. And despite the fact that  Quine 
concedes to the fact that  the truth  of statement in general depends on 
language and extra-linguistic  fact, he argues that  the truth  of statements 
are analyzable in  linguistic  components and factual components. Despite 
the fact that  science depends on experience and language, this  cannot be 
traced to individual  statements when they are considered one by one. 
Rather, the unit  of empirical  significance is the whole of science. It  
therefore means that  the truth  or the falsity  of sentences or statements 
cannot be reduced to immediate  experience. From his analysis and 
submissions, Quine posited that  the óTwo Dogmasô are ill  founded as they 
cannot be adequately established. After  this, Quine did  not only rebuff  and 
jettison  that  dogmas, he rather  was of the opinion  that  empiricism  should 
be without  Dogmas which is the theory of óempiricism without  dogmas.ô 

 
Empiricism  w ithout  Dogmas  
Quine holds that  the totality  of our knowledge and belief starting  

from  geography and history,  to physics even mathematics and logic are 
nothing  but man-made fabric  which imping es on experience. This is 
because all subjects are just interconnected. Though while some are 
somewhat peripheral  and as such less important,  others form  the core of 
the whole core. However, the interesting  aspect of these is that  they are all  
resulting  from experience but not limited  to sense experience alone. Any 
conflict  with  experience at the peripheral,  occasions readjustment  in  the 
interior  of the field,  such that  everything that  constitutes the system is 
affected. The occasional readjustment  in the interior  of the field  
necessarily brings about redistribution  of truth  values in  some of our 
statements, leading to their  re-evaluation. This entails re-evaluation of 
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others because of their  logical interconnection.  Stemming from  this, Quine 
thinks  that;  ñI f  the view is right,  it  is misleading to speak of the empirical  
content of an individual  statement (reductionism,  the second dogma)é 
furthermore,  it  becomes a folly  to seek a boundary between synthetic 
statement which hold contingently  on experience and analytic  statements, 
which hold come what may (first  dogma).ò13 

Following  from  the above, any statement can be held true come what 
may, if  we make enough drastic changes within  the system (not  peculiar to 
analytic statement alone). Quine, going further  postulates that  if  the 
distinction  between analytic and synthetic truth  is jettisoned, we would 
realize that  mathematics, science, metaphysics etc. are all of 
epistemological footing.  They are all attempts to explicate what we have 
received from  experience and all based on myths, fictions  and unclarified  
assumptions. No discipline  is better off  in  this  sense. This is against the 
claims of Hume, Kant and the Verificationists  in their  theories, where they 
regard some explanatory models as meaningful  (that  is science) and others 
as meaningless (that  is metaphysics, religion  etc). Quine therefore brought  
to ruin  the demarcation that  was established between the analytic and the 
synthetic by advancing a more thorough  pragmatism. 

 
The  Ontological  Status  of  Quineôs Pragm atism  
Quineôs demolition  of the two dogmas of empiricism  shows that  

Quine ascertained the fact that  metaphysical expressions as well as other 
expressions rejected by the two dogmas of empiricism  as meaningless are 
rather  meaningful.  Before Quine, science and its method was considered 
by many to be the sole, complete and satisfactory explanation of all  
phenomena. Consequently, they gave priority  to science and assert that  
only scientific  statements and those that  depict immediate  sense 
experience are meaningful,  while metaphysical statements are not only 
nonsensical but also meaningless. It  should be noted that  the whole of 
reality  is not limited  to empirical  realities alone and it  is his position  that  
reality  also comprise of the empirical  and ontological  realm. Thus, science 
cannot and should not provide or be seen to be providing  the totality  of all  
that  is meaningful  and this  supports the assertion of Oô Hear that  
ó...science is not a complete account of the natural  world.ô14 It  is therefore 
pertinent  for science to be complimentarily  interwoven  with  other 
disciplines which it  cannot access, so as to have a complete ad full  
appreciation  of reality.  Also, Quineôs contention  of the two dogmas of 
empiricism  gave religious statements or language and religion  some very 
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strong backing and background to operate. This is evident in  our 
contemporary  times which have strong adherence to scientific  
advancement and the rendering of religious claims irrelevant  due to the 
fact that  they are not immediately  evident. Further more and interestingly  
too, Quineôs pragmatism also has some vital  and critical  philosophical  
relevance. The ancient period of philosophical  enquiries gave credence to 
metaphysics; hence it  was seen as the core of philosophy, which is why it  is 
referred to as first  philosophy. But the two dogmas of empiricism  
attempted collapsing metaphysics into  the dungeon. Quineôs position  has 
been able to liberate metaphysics which is the core of philosophy from  its 
dungeon of irrelevance and to also ease it  from  the in tellectual  abuse and 
misunderstanding  by the verif icationists and empiricists,  especially the 
thorough -going ones. 

 
Concluding  Reflections  
Remarkably, Quineôs position  on the ñtwo dogmas of empiricismò has 

been regarded by some scholars as a burden. This is because the ill -founded 
two dogmas that  conditioned  modern empiricism,  as Quine postulated, is 
not strictly  ill  founded, but tenable and of strategic importance.  This 
explains why, Rudolf  Carnap tidied  up a reply entitled  óQuine on 
Analyticity,ô however, this work was not published until  the year, 1990. 
Attending  to the concern of Quine over the status of the sentence óeverything 
green is extendedô, Carnap reasons that the difficulty  here is in the unclarity  
of the word ógreenô, namely in  an indecision over whether one should use the 
word for something that  is unextended, that is to say, for a single space-time 
point.  Daily, it  is never so used and one scarcely ever speaks of space-time 
points. Based on this, Carnap then stated that  an exact artificial  language is 
supposed to elucidate the problem by first  of all defining  ógreenô (or its 
synonym) as something that is either necessarily or contingently  not applied 
to space-time points. Worthy  of note too is the fact that the likes of Paul 
Grice and Peter Strawson had scathing remarks to give on the óTwo Dogmasô 
in  their  article  óIn Defense of a Dogmaô (1956). Among other concerns, they 
reasoned that the skepticism of Quine about synonyms leads to skepticism 
about meaning(s). They posit that,  if  statements can have meanings, then it  
would also make sense to ask the question; ówhat does it  mean?ô and if  it  
makes sense to ask ówhat does it  mean?ô then synonymy can be defined as; 
two sentences are synonymous if  and only if  the true answer of the question 
ówhat does it  mean?ô asked of one of them is the true answer to the same 
question asked of the other. From here, both scholars came to the 
conclusion that,  the issue of correct or incorrect  translations  would seem 
impossible going by the argument of Quine.  
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In  the opinion  of Gustav Bergmann, the two beliefs, that  is, analytic-
synthetic distinction  and reductionism  should not be seen as two dogmas 
as Quine calls them, rather  they should be called two cornerstones of 
philosophical  analysis in  the empiricist  vein.15 In  Bergmannôs argument 
against Quine, he reiterated that  the point  of justification  of dichotomy  
between analytic and synthetic statements is not that  important;  that  we 
are not obliged to justify  anything,  not even, as some still  believe 
induction.  Hence, instead of applying the term justification,  he would 
prefer to use explication  in  the cleavage of analytic and synthetic 
statements. In  the same vein, L.P. Pojman is of the view that  analytic-
synthetic distinction  should be discarded. He rather  proposes an amended 
version of Kantôs definition  of analyticity  that eradicates the metaphysical 
containment,  which Quine strongly  criticized.  For him,  óanalytic 
statements should be viewed as conditional  statements in  the form  of 
modus ponens: if  (A and B), then A; or if  (A and B and C), then A and B.ô16 
He argues that  analyticity  as a conditional  explication  better exemplifies 
Kantôs original  intention  and it  does not pose a problem to the notion  of 
synonyms. But unfortunately  for him,  it  is not all the traditional  examples 
of analytic statements that  could fit  into  the definition.   

Moreover, there are other philosophers like Samuel Gorovitz, Donald 
province, Rong Williams,  Merill  Province among others who reasons that  
there are some sentences that  are clearly synthetic and others analytic. But 
between these extremes, there are many sentences and statements that  
appear to be analytic or synthetic but cannot be placed into  one category 
with  certainty.  It  follows therefore, that the distinction  remains ambiguous. 
As such, Quineôs position  appears tenable. Apart  from  that, many questions 
that  seem quite fundamental  to us have not been answered. A good example 
of this  is the nature of human soul. Another  is the relationship  between the 
soul and the body, among others. These are phenomena science cannot 
approach with  absolute certainty.  It  therefore means that  for  science to 
arrive at integral  and complete truth,  it  needs to cooperate with  other 
disciplines, especially, those that  have access to the level it  cannot reach. 
Hence, metaphysics and other related disciplines can confidently  provide 
this deficit  on the part  of science. This is the point  Quine stressed in  his 
argument against the ñtwo dogmas of empiricismò which is that,  to arrive at 
absolute knowledge, all the fields of human learning must come together. 
Confirming  this  position,  A. Oô Hear stated that;  science is not a complete 
account of the natural  world  (since the natural  world  is not limited  to 
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natural  things),  and it  is premature, to say the least, to accept a 
metaphysical view whose cogency depend on the explanation of human 
mental and physical activity  in  neuro-physiological terms.17 

It  is afotiori  that  philosophy is a robust discipline  and basks in  the 
speculative euphoria and this is simply  because it  has scholars from  
different  background, epochs, race, orientation,  experience, tradition  and 
disposition.  However, it  does not still  mean the discipline  is haphazard in  its 
mode of comprehension and analysis. This is not also an excuse so scholars 
should use the perennial  tool and objects of philosophy accordingly and not 
hide under these variables to push forwards a point  of view that is not only 
poorly  subjective but unaccepted and ultimately  affronts  the pristine  nature 
and ambience that philosophy exudes. In  thi s vein, the scholars who tried  to 
justify,  defend and also propagate the inane distinction  of the analytic and 
synthetic distinction  which appears to the pillars  of modern empiricism  
should think  strongly  again about their  position  and disposition  especially 
against the backdrop of the implication  of their  position  philosophy as a 
second order discipline.  This is flowing  from  the conviction  that  Willard  Van 
Oman Quine has been one of the most influential  philosophers leading the 
charge against traditional  empiricism  especially its unpopular  perspectives. 
And this underscores why this paper refers to him  as one of the foremost 
system and systematic stinkers. His classical essay óTwo Dogmas of 
Empiricismô (1951) shook the foundation  of empiricism  as he attacked the 
traditional  distinction  between analytic and synthetic statements. His work  
was influenced by both the analytic and pragmatic tradition.  The core of this  
work  has been centred on the meaning of statements. What criteria  are to be 
used to assert that  so and so statement is meaningful  or meaningless. These 
(Kantian,  verifiability)  criteria  as it  were could not meet the set goal of 
finding  what statements are meaningful  and which are not. The different  
criteria  of judging meaningful  statements from meaningless ones by modern 
empiricists  caught the attention  of Quine. Upon enquiry,  he noticed that  the 
reason why modern empiricism  was able to affirm  some statements as 
meaningful  and others meaningless was due to the fact that  modern 
empiricism  has been conditioned  by analytic-synthetic cleavage and 
reductionism,  which he called dogmas. Consequently, his criticism  which 
shook the foundations  of modern empiricism  brought  more light  to the field  
of analytic philosophy and in the discourse of philosophy in  general.  

This is predicated on the premise that ultimately,  analyticity  is needed 
to explain and legitimate  necessity. It  is only when these two theses are 
accepted that Quineôs argument holds. It  is not a problem that the notion  of 
necessity is presupposed by the notion  of analyticity  if  necessity can be 
explained without  analyticity.  Thus it  is apparent that  Quine has changed 
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the hard lining  and the logical demarcation of the empiricists  between 
analytic and synthetic statements into  a distinction  that  should rather be 
made on the strength of pragmatic considerations. He has also challenged 
the notion  that there can be any direct empirical  verification  or falsification  
of single statement. The modern physicists belief in  physical objects and the 
ancient Greeks belief in  Homerôs gods are simply  two beliefs that  find  their  
place within  different  sorts of belief systems. But unfortunately,  modern 
empiricism  has been conditioned  in  large part  by two dogmas. One is a 
belief in  some fundamental  cleavage between truth s which are analytic or 
grounded in  meanings independently  of matters of fact and truths  which are 
synthetic or grounded in  fact. The other dogma is reductionism:  the belief 
that  each meaningful  statement is equivalent to some logical construct upon 
terms which refer to immediate experience. However, his work  on the two 
dogmas of empiricism  could neither  be relegated to the background nor 
considered a philosophical  jargon, due to its impact in  our world  today. And, 
it  is pertinent  to note that  Quineôs position goes beyond mere affirmation  of 
the meaningfulness of metaphysical statements to most interestingly  
correcting some philosophical  extreme positions that  have great influence 
on the individual,  the society and on philosophical  discourse. And this 
marks him  out as one of the great system and systematic stinkers in  the 
contemporary  and the post-modernist  era of philosophy. And this further  
buttressed the submission of The University  of Sydney Professor of 
Philosophy Peter Godfrey Smith  that  this  paper of Quine on the two dogmas 
of empiricism  is sometimes regarded as the most important  in  all of 
twentieth  century philosophy.18 
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Abstract:  Among several problems, little or not at all researched in 

national historiography is th e issue related to the organization and functioning 
of spiritual and clerical life, especially the monastic one, in Bessarabia during 
the RussoïTurkish War (1806 ï 1812). This research study reflects the role of 
the MoldavianïWallachian exarch Garviil BŁnulescu ï Bodoni in organizing 
the monastic life in Bessarabia during this period. Based on published materials 
and especially the ones discovered in the State archives, the author describes the 
most important reforms carried out by the metropolitan in the m onastic life of 
this period.  

 
Keywords : Gavriil BŁnulescu ï Bodoni, reforms, monks, monasteries, 

exarch, dedicated monasteries. 
 
 
The first decades of the current century are marked in contemporary 

historiography by an increased interest of researchers in the history of the 
spiritual life and,  especially, the history of the Orthodox Church in 
Bessarabia in the nineteenth century1. At the same time, not all pages of 
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the dramatic history of the spiritual life in this region are properly studied 
and showcased. Among them is the history of the church, its organization 
and evolution during the years 1806 ï 1812, carried out under the 
leadership of the exarch of Moldavia and Wallachia (Romania), 
metropolitan Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni. It is to this historical page that 
the present study is dedicated. To its writing, largely contributed the free 
access to church and monastery archives and libraries, access that until 
recently was prohibited. The most important sources regarding this 
research topic are part of the fund no. 733 ï MoldovanïWallachian 
exarchic spiritual dicastery department, years 1808ï1812 (in Russian: 
ȲɔɑɊɔïɈɆɑɆɛɗɐɆɥ ɣɐɍɆɖɞɋɗɐɆɥ ɊəɛɔɈɓɆɥ ɊɎɐɆɗɘɋɖɎɥ, 1808ï1812 ɉɉ.) 
of the National Archives of the Republic of Moldova. In this fund are 
deposited files about the opening or liquidation of some monasteries and 
churches, about the transfer of the monasteries to the administration of 
the exarch. At the same time, there are documents about the raising of 
prayers in monasteries in honor of the victory of the Russian troops over 
the Ottomans during the RussoïTurkish War of 1806ï1812. The economic 
sources contain information on the lease of the monasteryôs lands and of 
the various constructions (acareturi) located on these lands. Moreover, 
along with the aboveïmentioned, it has deposited also the decisions of the 
exarchate regarding the appointment of the representatives of the 
Moldovan clergy in various monastic positions.  

The spiritual development of the Orthodox Church in Bessarabia as a 
whole and in the monastic organization in particular and their profound 
reformation carried out during the RussoïTurkish War of 1806ï1812 are 
associated with the name of Metropolitan Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni. In 
the middle of the war, in June 1808, this hierarch was appointed as exarch 
of Moldavia and Romania2. The promotion to such a high rank was 
determined, as even His Holiness acknowledged, by "the choice of the 
Monarch and of the Holy Synod3." 

Among the first actions, G. BŁnulescuïBodoni decided to put into 
order the organization of the internal life of the monasteries. For this 
purpose, on November 28th, 1808, an instruction was published for the 
abbots of the monasteries. It forbade abbots not to accept novices without 
a "certificate", which would contain information that those who wanted to 
become monks were free, had no family, were not in any litigation, owed 
                                                                                                                                                                       
2017. p. 132-140; ȵɖɔɘɔɎɋɖɋɏ ȲɎɛɆɎɑ ȽɆɐɎɖ ï ɕɖɔɗɈɋɘɎɘɋɑɢ Ɏ ɖɋɑɎɉɎɔɍɓɡɏ Ɋɋɥɘɋɑɢ 
ȧɋɗɗɆɖɆɇɎɎɤ ȲɆɘɋɖɎɆɑɡ ȳɆɜɎɔɓɆɑɢɓɔɏ ɓɆəɝɓɔɏ ɐɔɓɚɋɖɋɓɜɎɎ, ɕɔɗɈɥɟɋɓɓɔɏ 80-
ɑɋɘɎɤ ɗɔ Ɋɓɥ ɐɔɓɝɎɓɡ ɕɖɔɘɔɎɋɖɋɥ ȲɎɛɆɎɑɆ ȽɆɐɎɖɆ (1861 ï 1938), ɒəɓ. ȰɎɞɎɓɋɈ, 10 
ɗɋɓɘɥɇɖɥ 2018 ɉ. ChiʅinŁu,  Tipografia CentralŁ, 2020 etc. 

2. National Archive of the Republic of Moldova. Fund 733 (MoldavianïWallachian 
Exarchical Spiritual Dicastery , years 1808-1812), inv. 1, d. 422, f. 4. 

3. Ibidem. F.3. 
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nothing to anyone, were not subject to any service, or any debt4. 
Newcomers could only be given the right to become monks only after three 
years of novitiate, even after all this, novices could not be ordained as 
monks immediately. The diocesan bishop had to receive in advance a 
written testimony containing information, when did the novi ce come to the 
monastery, where he came from, how old he was, what studies he had, 
what profession he knew. 

Additionally, it was attached a testimony from the clergyman of the 
monastery and other monastic brothers about the novice's behavior during 
the probationary period and whether he was worthy of being ordained as a 
monk. During this time, the one willing to become a monk had to be further 
subjected to a special spiritual evaluation, which would have confirmed the 
extent to which he learned the rules of monastic life, which involve 
obedience to the elder until the end of life, voluntary poverty, spiritual and 
physical purity. Thereafter, upon the hierarch's blessing, the abbot of the 
monastery was allowed to ordain the novices in monasticism and dress him 
in the robe5. In addition, through the Instructions  of the Metropolitan 
Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni, the abbots were instructed to supervise the 
monks strictly so that they would not leave the monasteries wandering 
around the world, without any reason and without abbotôs knowledge. 

Particular attention was pa id to the behavior of the monks, so that 
they would not transfer from one monastery to another without the will of 
their superiors, but if such a change was to take place, the blessing of the 
diocesan bishop was necessary. Metropolitan Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni's 
rules provided for the behavior of monks: monks of every nation and 
country had to be subordinated to the bishop and to remain silent, to take 
care of fasting and prayer, to remain in places where they have given up 
the world, not to interfere in ch urch or everyday affairs and to not to 
participate in them, and leaving their monasteries; only if they have the 
permission of the bishop of the city, if need be. The one who will violate 
our guidelines, we decided to be alienated from the communication wi th 
the church, so that the name of God would not be mocked6ò. 

The task of the exarch included the ordering of the documentation in 
the monastery and the strict record of the possessions, incomes and 
expenses. On June 15th, 1809, exarch Gavriil issued a decree according to 
which three registries "sewn with a cord and sealed with the seal of the 
Dicastery7" were instituted in each monastery of both principalities. In the 

                                                             
4. Stadnickij A. Gavriil Banulesko -Bodoni, Ekzarh Moldo -vlahijskij (1808 -1812) i 

Mitropolit Kishinevskij (1813 -1821). Kishinev, 1894, p. 208. 
5. Ibidem.  
6. Ibidem, p. 209.  
7. National Archive of the Republic of Moldova. Fund 733, inv. 1, d. 48, f. 1. 
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first registry were to be registered all the movable and immovable goods of 
the monastery; in the second ï the income, and in the third ï the 
expenses. It was mentioned that the registration of income and expenses 
was to begin on January 1st, 1809. Also, it was also pointed out that, under 
these conditions, every abbot or leader (curator) was obliged to report to 
the Dicastery at the end of each year, or to the epitropy, which is 
responsible for the administration of church property.  

Along with the above, metropolitan Gavriil made efforts to eliminate 
the influence of the Divans on the internal  affairs of the monasteries. His 
Holiness strongly opposed the existing custom in Romania (Wallachia), 
according to which, after the death of the abbot of the monastery or before 
the appointment of another abbot, the local Divan, through its official 
process, carried out the inventory of the monastery's property. In fact, 
according to old customs, a new abbot was appointed only with the 
consent of the Divan. According to historians, this practice had two 
purposes: to subordinate monasticism to secular power and to protect 
monastic property from theft and embezzlement 8. The hierarch of the 
church took certain actions to combat the abuses by Russian soldiers 
committed on the estates of the monastery. For example, on June 27th, 
1809, gunners, with the permission of Major Meyendorff, arbitrarily 
mowed the hay and let the horses graze on the lawn of Golia Monastery. 
Following the intervention of Metropolitan Gavriil, on July 24 th, 1809, the 
Divan of Moldavia addressed Major Meyendorff with the proposal to use 
other places for grazing of the horses and artillery oxen9. 

Also, the Exarch Gavriil also faced the over taxation of monasteries by 
the civil authorities. An example of this can be seen in his letter of August 
16th, 1811, sent to the commanderïinïchief of the Danube army, M.I. 
Kutuzov, in which Metropolitan Gavriil requested the exemption of the 
Romanian monasteries from the tax, for the establishment of an old 
people's home in Bucharest. This was explained by the fact that many 
monasteries were not able to allocate money because they were already 
burdened with debts. The metropolitan proposed the establishment of 
such an asylum on the basis of two hospitals that had sufficient income10. 

Over the centuries, a large part of the monasteries in Moldavia were 
subordinated to foreign monasteries (from Jerusalem, Mount Sinai, 
Mount Athos), being called dedicated monasteries. These monasteries 
depended directly on the church and the monastic communities from the 

                                                             
8. Fuʅtei N., The attitude of the Metropolitan  Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni to some 

negative phenomena in the life of society and church during the exarchate of Moldova, 
Wallachia and Bessarabia (1808-1812). In: Tyragetia. ChiʅinŁu, 2012, nr. 2(21), p. 137-138. 

9. Ibidem, p. 140. 
10. National Archive of the Republic of Moldova. Fund 733, inv. 273, f. 4 ʅi verso. 
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east. Dedicated monasteries paid an annual tax, called embatic . Following 
the reforms initiated by Metropolitan Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni, these old 
monasteries were gradually subordinated directly to the exarchate of 
Moldova and Wallachia. 

Among the dedicated monasteries, there were some holy places 
subordinated to the monasteries on the Holy Mount Athos. For example, 
the DobrovŁŞ Monastery in Vaslui County and the CŁpriana Monastery in 
LŁpuʅna County were dedicated to the Zonite Athonite Monastery. These 
monasteries paid an annual embatic of 1,500 lei11. In 1813 there was a 
conflict between the representative of the Zografu monastery, 
archimandrite Antim, who was in Iasi, and the exarchic Dicastery of 
ChiĸinŁu. Antim stated that, when he was administrator of the CŁpriana 
monastery, on August 5th, 1808, he concluded a contract with the Zografu 
Monastery, according to which the CŁpriana monastery undertook 
responsibility to pay 12,500 lei per year. The Diocese of Chisinau 
categorically refused this, explaining the refusal by the fact that Antim did 
not have the right to conclude a contract with the Zografu Monastery, 
because after the entry of the Russian troops in Moldavia it was forbidden 
to have "any communication with foreign places..." 12. Moreover, he did not 
show the unproven contract not either in 1808, when the D icastery 
requested information from all the monasteries regarding the amount of 
embatic paid by them, nor in 1811, when Antim was removed from the 
management of the monastery. Those from ChiĸinŁu pointed out that the 
annual income obtained by the CŁpriana monastery was 15,950 lei and for 
this reason the monastery could not pay such a large amount, of 12,500 lei, 
to the Zografu monastery. The Dicastery concluded that, most likely, 
Antim, by trickery, increased by himself the embatic for the Zografu 
monastery. As such is the reason why it was decided to send the money 
directly to the monastery on the Holy Mountain, without the 
intermediation of Antim 13. 

Metropolitan Gavriil was a supporter of the idea that the dedicated 
type monasteries from Moldova and Wallachia should be subordinated to 
the MoldavianïWallachian exarchic spiritual Dicastery. In this sense, the 
case of the monasteries located near the Ismail fortress is eloquent. After 
the occupation of this fortress by the Russian troops in 1809, at the request 
of the metropolitan and the following order of Sergei Kushnikov, the 
Church of St. Hierarch Nicholas, the miracle worker , which was 

                                                             
11. National Archive of the Republic of Moldova. Fund 205 (Spiritual Dicastery of 

ChiĸinŁu), inv. 1, d. 136, f. 6. 
12. National Archive of the Republic of Mo ldova. Fund 205, inv. 1, d. 136, f. 16 verso. 
13. Ibidem, F. 205, inv. 1, d. 136, f. 19. 
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subordinated to the Caracalu Monastery on Mount Athos, came under 
"supervision" of the monastery of the Three Hierarchs  from Iaʅi14. 

By the order of Metropolitan Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni, in October 
1809, two prayer books were sent to each monastic settlements dedicated 
to the Greek monasteries, "one in Wallachian and one in Greek languages" 
and tables with the days of the great holidays15. Among the recipients was 
the CŁpriana monastery too. 

During the reference period, the exarch Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni 
decided to fight against the influence of foreign monasteries on dedicated 
to them churches and monasteries from Moldova and Wallachia. On 
December 23rd, 1808, according to the decree of the Holy Synod, he 
obtained full power over these dedicated monasteries. According to this 
document, the exarch could prosecute the abbots of the dedicated 
monasteries for violating the regulati ons, and those who would not show 
obedience could be removed from the tenure and to have appointed other 
leaders in their place. The abbots had to send annual reports to Gavriil 
BŁnulescuïBodoni on the incomes and expenses of the dedicated 
monasteries. All the documents issued by them were to have the seal of the 
exarchical Dicastery16. 

As expected, the abbots of the dedicated monasteries did not receive 
the new rules with great joy. In their annual revenue and expenditure 
reports, they often falsified data,  claiming that expenditure exceeded 
revenue even by twice. The exarch, seeing that these abuses lead to the 
ruination of the monasteries, issued a provision according to which the 
abbots were forbidden to make loans without special permission from the 
Dicastery; all leases on monastic estates were to be certified by the 
Dicastery17. 

The measures taken by the exarch generated open dissatisfaction 
from the abbots of the dedicated monasteries, who being supported by 
some boyars of Greek origin, in 1810, prepared a denunciation of Gavriil 
BŁnulescuïBodoni and forwarded it to the Russian senator V.I. Krasnoï 
Milaĸevici, President of the Divans of the Land of Moldova and Wallachia, 
and of the Holy Synod. In the "denunciation", the abbots accused the 
exarch that he had tried to deprive them of the leadership of the dedicated 
monasteries. In addition, he was accused of, for no reason, replacing 
several abbots with people close to him. After receiving this 
"denunciation", V.I. Krasno ïMilaʅevici sent a copy of it to the exarch, 
asking him to reply to the accusations. In his answer, Gavriil BŁnulescuï

                                                             
14. Ibidem, F. 733, inv. 1, d. 34, f. 11. 
15. Ibidem, F. 733, inv. 1, d. 13, f. 1. 
16. Stadnickij A. Gavriil Banulesko-Bodonié p. 210. 
17. Ibidem, p. 212. 
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Bodoni calls the abbots of the dedicated monasteries as Greeks greedy for 
money. At the same time, in his message, he explained that he forced the 
abbots to submit detailed reports of the sums of money, as they often 
committed abuses, and thus the monastic fraternities were left without 
means, and the monasteries were being ruined. He also said he had 
temporarily banned them from sending their own money to foreign 
monasteries until the end of the war. Regarding the accusation of 
removing some abbots, Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni reported that he 
released from office only the archimandrite of the Archangel Michael  
Monastery in Frumoasa, because he was already old, unable to manage the 
monastery and, moreover, his stubbornly opposed the distribution by the 
Dicastery of the designated registries of income and expenses18. 

Fighting against the abuses of the abbots of the dedicated 
monasteries, the exarch Gavriil nevertheless looked with respect at the 
athonite monasteries. This is demonstrated by a letter given by the 
metropolitan in December 1808 to the abbot Spiridon, in which he was 
allowed to raise funds for the construction of a church at the Hermitage of 
the Holy Prophet Elijah  on Mount Athos. In his letter, the exarch 
explained the motivation for his permission to collect donations, namely 
that "it is appropriate for Christians to help each other in any need and in 
any good intention." 19 

In those years, the Russian ecclesiastical model was gradually 
introduced in the churches and monasteries of the Danube principalities. 
This was facilitated, for the most part, even by members of the clergy, who 
followed the example of Russian clerics. Thus, for example, at the request 
of the archimandrites of Moldavia, Wallachia and Bessarabia, between 
February 16th, 1809 and May 18th, 1810, Emperor Alexander I granted the 
right to wear a miter, a wand, a mantle with tablets and the right to sit on 
the carpet during the divine service to seven archimandrites: 1. 
archimandrite Cyril, ecclesiarch of the Metropol itan Church of Moldova; 2. 
archimandrite Chiril, first assessor of the Moldavian Spiritual Consistory 
in Iaĸi; 3. archimandrite Ilarion from the Monastery of St. Nicholas, called 
Dealu of the Diocese of the Wallachian Metropolitanate; 4. archimandrite 
Ioan, abbot of the Ascension of the Lord Monastery  from NeamŞ and of 
the Secu Monastery; 5. archimandrite Gavriil from the Saint George 
Monastery in Bucharest; 6. archimandrite Visarion from the Assumption 
of Mary  Monastery in Cotroceni, Bucharest; 7. archimandrite Gavriil 
(Smirneanul) from the Monastery of the Holy Voievods  from Slobozia, in 
Wallachia20. 

                                                             
18. Stadnickij A. Gavriil Banulesko-Bodonié p. 216. 
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Exarch Gavriil BŁnulescuïBodoni himself contributed to the 
establishment of Russian ecclesiastical ordinances in the principalities of 
Moldova and Wallachia. Thus, in his instruction from May 1810 to 
Metropolitan Ignatius leading the Wallachian Metropolitanate, provided 
for the following: in all monasteries and churches the divine services shall 
be conducted according to the statute of the GreekïRussian Orthodox 
Church, without any omission or changes; in all the liturgies shall be 
mentioned the sovereign Emperor and all his august family, the Holy 
Synod and the Exarch, in the sent forms; on public holidays it is obligatory 
to say prayers according to the newly printed booklets in Greek and 
Moldavian languages. 

 
In conclusion, the following can be stated:  
During the period of Garviil BŁnulescu ï Bodoni's exarchate, a series 

of reforms took place, which aimed at organizing and unifying the internal 
life of the monasteries. In this regard, various instructions were issued for 
the abbots of the monasteries, which determined their obligations, of the 
monks, as well as those who wanted to become monks. 

In the years 1808ï1812, several concrete actions were taken to bring 
in order the documentation of the monastery and the strict record of 
goods, incomes and expenses. Due to the order issued by G. BŁnulescuï
Bodoni, three records were established in each monastery. 

Attempts by civil authorities to over ïtax monasteries in Moldova and 
Wallachia were stopped. 

The influence of foreign monasteries on churches and their dedicated 
monasteries in Moldova and Wallachia was ceased and the abuses of the 
abbots of dedicated monasteries were ended. The exarch was a supporter 
of the idea that the dedicated monasteries in Bessarabia should be 
subordinated to the Moldavian ï Wallachian exarchic spiritual Dicastery.  
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Abstract : In the last decade, a series of plans and policies that had a 
significant impact on the development of Chinaôs drama industry have been 
adopted. One of these plans, ñThe Ministry of Cultureôs Thirteenth Five -Year 
Plan for Cultural Industries Developmentò, proposed the development of 
theatrical performance by supporting the construction and renovation of 
theaters and other cultural consumption infrastructure, by guiding the social 
capital towards i nvesting in cultural industries in various forms, and by 
promoting the technology of traditional cultural industries. The ideas and 
measures for the development of the cultural industry have greatly promoted 
the advancement of Chinaôs drama industry management. The article starts by 
presenting the development status and the specific issues of Chinaôs drama 
industry, and continues by exposing the corresponding measures taken by the 
state-owned and private enterprises to solve the problems. Taking Beijing 
Peopleôs Art Theatre and Mahua FunAge as examples, it further analyzes the 
development of theater operations.  

  
Keywords : drama industry, theatrical performance, private and state -

owned theatrical enterprises .  
 
 
1. Overview of the Development of Chinaôs Drama Industry  
Chinaôs drama industry has continued its steady development in 

recent years. Drama groups have accelerated their integration and 
development with tourism, Internet, animation, urban planning, 
architectural design and other related industries, and new formats have 
been emerging. From the perspective of the theater industry mode, cross-
border integration of theater performances and the use of novel formats 
have become the norm for theater companies.  
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In recent years, there has been an endless stream of theatre and 
performing arts products, such as the ñImpression Seriesò and the 
ñRomance of the Song Dynastyò show, which have received good response 
from the public 1. Taking The Romance of The Song Dynasty as an 
example, one could say that once it was released in 2000, it became the 
soul of Hangzhou Songcheng cultural tourism, with approximately 10 
million visitors and revenues of RMB 0.2 billion in 2000 alone 2. In recent 
years, Gushuibei Town has developed a platform-type cultural space based 
on theater performance. The ingenious Great Wall Theater  takes heaven 
and earth as the curtain and the Great Wall as the scenery among the 
mountains. It harmoniously places people, nature, and theatrical art on a 
unified platform. Drama master Tadashi Suzuki perf ormed three ancient 
Dionysus Greek tragedies here, so that the Great Wall Theatre appeared in 
drama world instantly 3. Historical relics and unique natural and cultural 
resources, which are difficult to copy, will become a personalized capital 
and cultural label of Gushuibei Town. At the same time, commercial real 
estate industry tried to integrate organically with the art of drama to create 
a ñshopping mall + theaterò or ñcommercial center + theater groupò 
ensemble, such as Shanghai Metro City Lai Sheng Chuan Theater or 
Guangzhou Zhengjia Performing Arts Theater. As stated by Li Rui, official 
within the Cultural Market Department of the Ministry of Culture, 
ñtheatrical performances integrate emerging tourism performances, 
animation performances, and music festival performances, which not only 
enhances the product creation and operation model of theatrical 
performances, but also provides dramatic performances. Injected new 
cultural connotations expanded the financing channels for performances, 
promoted the brand concept of theater performances, and tapped the 
market potential.ò4 

From the perspective of the technological development, the theater 
industry has a wider application of high -tech systems and elements, such 
as sound, light and electricity to perform th e transformation of digital 
technological achievements into cultural and artistic creation tools, and to 

                                                             
1 Zhou R., Xiaofeng S., ñNightly feasts of sights and sounds for visitors looking for 

thrillsò, China Daily , 2016, retrieved online from: https://bit.ly/3dPuC2r.  
2 Song H., Cheung C., ñWhat makes theatrical performances successful in Chinaôs 

tourism industry?ò, Journal of China Tourism Research , 2012, 8(2): 159-173. 
3 Tadashi S., ñSome thoughts on drama and actorsò, Shanghai Theatre , 2018 (04): 

41-43 (in Chinese). 
4 Yang H., ñThe Leapfrog Development of Chinaôs Performance Market over Five 

Years: Internationalization Trends are More Visibleò, China Culture News , 2012, 
retrieved online from: https://bit.ly/2xPXiHZ (in Chinese).  
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show virtual stage scenes in real stage performances5. Such endeavors not 
only enhance the effect of stage performance in all directions, but also 
impr ove significantly the stage control ability, a fact that has accelerated 
the development of the industrialization of drama technology in China. 
The use of digital technology has made the performance quite astonishing 
and the stage more dreamy and dazzling6, and some initiatives, such as the 
introduction of the musical The Phantom of the Theater, the adaptation of 
the stage play War Horse  or the original drama Sima Qian  have caused 
strong marketing responses, with a total ticket income in 2017 reaching 
USD 38 million from imported Western musical production alone 7. The 
use of digital dancing has reached the realm of both realism and fantasy, as 
shown by the dance drama Peacock, with Ye Jintianôs oriental poetic and 
aesthetic design and with the stage background adjusting to reflect the 
change of seasons, showing the beauty of the soul. With regard to the 
integration of art and technology, the theater industry still needs constant 
exploration and practice, and special attention must be paid to the 
cultivation o f scientific and technological talents.  

From the standpoint of the content of the theater industry, one could 
say that the style is more diversified and theater plays are mainly based on 
rehearsing classic repertoires8 and introducing foreign performances 9. 
Among the plays, musicals are leading the way, with productions such as 
ñThe Ghost Storyò, ñI., Don Quixoteò or ñOne Step Up to the Skyò. At the 
same time, in the pursuit of innovation and cultivating the audience, the 
small theater drama has become a breakthrough and has successfully 
attracted the attention of young audiences10, the Chinse comedy 
ñCharlotteôs Troublesò being a conclusive example. Opera performances, 
on the other side, are still based on traditional, classical shows with 
popular, famous indigenous artists. For example, the small theaters11 in 

                                                             
5 Ye, D., ñThe Formation and Development of the Narrative Design Conception of 

Dramatic Dance under the Evolution of Technologyò, Sichuan Drama , 2018 (08): 20 -25 
(in Chinese). 

6 Fu, M., ñPanoramic Scroll and Three-dimensional Presentation of Chinese Drama 
in the 20th Century: A Review of Fu Jinôs çHistory of Chinese Drama in the 20th 
Centuryèò, Southern Literature Circle , 2018 (04): 91-95 (in Chinese). 

7 ñA look at imported Western musicals in Chinaò, China Stage Connection, 
retrieved online from: https://bit.ly/2UWAuy5.  

8 Ma G., ñOn the Homogeneous Performance form of Chinese Classical Drama, 
Drama (Journal of the Central Academy of Drama ), 2018 (03): 105-116 (in Chinese). 

9 Han, X., ñThe development direction of Chinese drama in the context of the 
marketò, Music Creation , 2018 (03): 117-119 (in Chinese). 

10 Hu , Y., ñOn Three Types of Companion Texts in Drama Performancesò, Sichuan 
Drama , 2018 (06): 15-20 (in Chinese). 

11 Lu, J., ñResearch on the Operation of the Beijing Fengxing Drama Village, a Small 
Private Theaterò, Tianjin Conservatory of Music , 2018. 
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Beijing and Shanghai have launched excellent opera programs such as 
Peking Opera ñGuanyu Guanyinò and Yue Opera ñLove Circumstancesò, 
which not only expand the influence of the drama in the hearts of th e 
audience, but also receive the praise of the public. However, high-quality 
products with large attendance are mostly imported from abroad or 
adapted from classic repertoires. Original works are still lacking, several 
reasons for this situation being identified 12: a first reason is related to the 
allocation of resources and operating capital of the companies which is 
small and cannot be virtually circulating; a second reason is that the 
quality of the indigenous productions is not high enough and goals of the 
plays are not clearly defined; the third reason refers to the fact that an 
ñextensiveò development similar to the manufacturing industry has 
emerged in Chinaôs drama industry, which is rather based on quantity that 
on quality. Although there are many in digenous production, they are 
rather hovering at the ñlow endò of the quality scale, therefore one could 
say that intellectual property products of high profits, high added value, 
and high-quality do not belong to the theater. Such a situation has limited 
the development of the theater itself, which has caused a series of 
problems. Given that, in the end, this situation is directly linked to data 
statistics, government support, human resources, and consumption 
capacity of Chinaôs drama industry, it results that it is an urgent problem 
to be solved. 

From the perspective of the drama industry marketing mode, the new 
media provide an important platform for the promotion and development 
of the drama industry, mainly through WeChat, Weibo, Internet TV, digital 
broadcasting and other media. For example, marketing in the ticketing 
strategy provides viewers with more choices and more personalized 
services. In addition, crowd funding for performances has broken the 
traditional way of performing operations, and has bec ome not only one of 
the important financing models for the theater industry, but also a 
marketing promotion method that is currently enthusiastic for producers. 
Based on the marketing model of performance crowd funding, a new way 
to provide audiences with customized services has emerged. However, 
although this marketing mode exerts a favorable influence on the 
development of the theater industry, it is nevertheless inconsistent with 
the purpose of crowd funding for current performances, which may be 
utilita rian. Therefore, relevant specialists are required to effectively 
identify good and poor marketing models in order to obtain favorable 

                                                             
12 Xu, T., ñDevelopmental Status of Chinaôs Cultural Industryò, pp. 145-165, in Jiang 

C., Li J., Xu T. Yang (Eds.), Development of Chinaôs Cultural Industry, Beijing: Springer 
and Social Sciences Academic Press, 2019. 



68  Vol. XII , no. 2/ June, 2020 

channels and promote the sustainable development of the theater 
industry.  

 
2. Challenges Facing the Theatre Industry  
In t heatrical performances, statistical data, policies, resources, 

consumption and other issues are crucial problems that hinder the 
development of Chinaôs theater industry. 

 
2.1 The box office of theatrical performance is inaccurate, ñbig, but 

not strongò 
The most direct way to measure the success of a theatrical 

performance and the popularity of a play is the box office result, although 
this approach might be misleading. According to statistics from the 
National Center for Cultural Industries Research 13, durin g 2017, the total 
economic value of Chinaôs performance market was approximately RMB 
48.951 billion, an increase of 4.32% compared to RMB 46.922 billion in 
2016, including: box office performances, rural performances, 
entertainment performances, revenue from performance derivatives and 
sponsorships, supporting entities and other services, and government 
subsidies. From the perspective of big data, the cumulative operating 
capital of Chinaôs drama industry has grown rapidly, but an in-depth 
analysis reveals that there are deviations in the box office statistics of 
Chinaôs drama. Objectively speaking, the first deviation refers to the fact 
that the box office total income reflects the evolution of the theatrical 
performance indicators, but the value-added chain around the theater 
industry also includes: stage art project income, theater rental income, 
consumer goods income etc. At the same time, the box office income 
statistics result covers a large number of government subsidies, thus it is 
not a true reflecti on of the box office. From a subjective perspective, the 
main reason for the current market boom is still relying on the countryôs 
large financial input. A second deviation refers to the fact that China lacks 
a truly large state-owned performance enterprise. According to the 
analysis of Chinaôs Center for Cultural Industries Research, in the first 
quarter of 2017 alone, the national box office revenue of theater 
performances was as high as RMN 324 million, an increase by 20.9% or of 
RMN 56 million compared with the same period of 2016. This is a very 
interesting data sheet, with more than 10,000 practitioners contributing 
digital shares. However, the difference between the average base and the 
overall market is too large, and the industrial institutions are relatively 

                                                             
13 China Statistical Yearbook on Culture and Related Industries , National Bureau 

of Statistics of China and Publicity Department of CPC Central Committee, China 
Statistics Press, 2018. 
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weak, therefore it is impossible to form a strong cultural industry with 
drama at its core. 

 
2.2 Governmentôs blind subsidy squeezes the private theater market 
The uneven distribution of art resources has led local governments to 

create cultural performance, promote the development of local cultural 
markets, enhance the mobility of the local cultural industry chain, and 
invest a large amount of money and, ultimately, allocate fiscal revenue to 
the drama industry. In such circumstances, a new phenomenon has 
appeared, with some institutions being extremely preoccupied with 
ñfinancial subsidiesò and devoting their main energy to ñrunningò financial 
subsidies, thus lacking creative innovation and development. At the same 
time, many private theater companies consider that performances are 
difficult to do as they cannot get financial subsidies, therefore one could 
say that the market has been disrupted by the local governmentôs financial 
means. As a result, private enterprises are in unfair conditions compared 
to ñsubsidizedò enterprises, which have received financial subsidies. 
Taking into account the competition, one could say that private enterprises 
have been suppressed, and the market economy has been unreasonably 
regulated. Although the problem of u nfair competition was partly solved in 
2013, when the Propaganda Department of the Central Committee and 
other five ministries and commissions jointly issued a ñthrift order", which 
suppressed the ñfalseò prosperity of the theater performance market, and 
also tested the self-regulation and reform capabilities of theater 
performance groups14, the stability and fairness of the theater performance 
market are still to be improved.  

 
2.3 Lack of professional management and technical personnel  
The lack of talents and theatrical professionalism are the biggest 

problems the theatrical performance crews are faced with. Taking only 
theater management as an example, it could certainly be said that a theater 
is a complex art institution, therefore the internal management of a theater 
is complicated. The stage management alone involves four aspects: 
lighting, sound, technology, and overall planning, yet a theater involves 
many other extremely complex parts and processes. For instance, the 
Beijing-located National Grand Theater of China (the National Centre for 
the Performing Arts) has a relatively complicated structure, with 21 major 
departments, 17 professional systems, 118 branch groups, and 112 majors. 
With China hosting a total of 2,478 modern theaters in 2019, many of 

                                                             
14 Zhao, P., ñThe Central Propaganda Department and other five departments 

issued a notice to stop luxury and promote frugalityò, Jinghua Times , 2013, retrieved 
online from: https://bit.ly/3bXZXhJ (in Chinese).  
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them constructed in the last years, and with theaters with advanced 
equipment blooming across China, as Chen Ping, former president of the 
National Center for the Performing Arts stated 15, it seems that 
construction is not the problem, yet management is.  

Looking at Chinaôs drama industry, the problem of lack of talent, 
especially the lack of senior management talents, is particularly 
prominent, seriously affecting the development of genuine chain of drama 
industry and even hindering the advancement of the domestic drama 
industry. The Chinaôs Ministry of Cultureôs Thirteenth Five-Year Plan for 
Cultural Industries Development clearly states that responsible 
institutions will conduct rotation training for the leading cadres of the 
National Academy of Arts and Culture to instruct 1,000 drama writers, 
directors, and stage artists16. 

Key talents in specific fields such as arts and crafts should assume 
responsibility in the demonstration and stimulation of artistic creation and 
production, should inspire and encourage the potential of the industry, 
and should achieve the prosperity and development of drama art. 

 
2.4 The potential for theater performance consumption needs to be 

explored 
In terms of content production, theatrical performance has always 

been no less than the scale of the film and television industry, yet in terms 
of theater, theater lines, consumer groups etc., the rate of improvement 
has lagged behind the film and television output. According to various 
statistics and analysis, in 2017, the Beijing Peopleôs Art Theater alone had 
400 performances and box office revenues of more than RMB 48 million 17. 
It can be seen that Chinaôs drama performance has a large market 
consumption potential and this potential should be effectively tapped. In 
large cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou, as well as in new 
cities that are gradually developing, consumer groups (especially formed of 
young individuals) have gradually strengthened their consumption 
concepts and economic weight, adding consumer support to the drama 
sector. However, the uneven distribution of art resources still constrains 
consumption in medium -sized cities. Although many cities have built 
modern theaters, there are often facilities without performances and 
performances without quality. If the pro blem of excessive concentration of 

                                                             
15 Xia, L., ñChina home to nearly 2,500 modern theatersò, Xinhua Net , retrieved 

online from: https://bit.ly/2X8akvg.  
16 Cultural industry development plan in the ñ13th Five-Year Planò of Ministry of 

Culture , Ministry of Culture and Tourism of People's Republic of China, 2017, retrieved 
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17 China Statistical Yearbook on Culture and Related Industries , 2018. 
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artistic resources in big cities is not resolved in the future, luxury facilities 
might become empty cultural ñbubble projectsò. 

 
3. The Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre and Mahua FunAge as 

examples of the development of thea ter operations  
For a long period of time, the development of theatrical performances 

in China has encountered a bottleneck. Faced with this situation, both the 
state-owned enterprises and the privately-run theater camps have 
implemented reform measures in line with their own development lines. 
Chinese state-companies such as Beijing Performing Arts Group, Anhui 
Performing Arts Group, and Peopleôs Art Theatre have carried out 
corporate reforms that fit national policies and have adopted novel ideas. 
At the same time, starting from their own drama group system, private 
theaters such as Mahua FunAge, Shanxi Changôe Culture and Art Co Ltd, 
and Shanghai Xuhui Yanping Peking Opera Troupe have focused on 
innovation and have been taking a different approach in order  to meet the 
publicôs expectations. For an understanding of the development and 
operation of the theater industry in China, the examples of the Beijing 
Peopleôs Art Theatre and Mahua FunAge are quite relevant. 

 
3.1 Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre 
Although China has officially carried out a systemic reform of the 

theater industry, from a fundamental point of view the transfer of state -
owned arts and cultural academies and institutions to private enterprises 
is only a formal reform, which has not solved the diff iculties of the state-
owned cultural entities. The Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre does not fall into 
the scope of Chinaôs ñenterprise reform and restructuringò18, yet not 
restructuring does not mean inaction. The Beijing Theatre placed a great 
emphasis on high-quality drama content, adopted the ñdriving force 
mechanism of reformò19 slogan, and quickly implemented a series of 
mechanism reforms, mainly focusing on small theater producers, dance 
development models, actor assessment, creation, development 
cooperation, etc., and launched ñfieldò, ñlove impressionò and other 
outstanding representations. Drama as a genre plays a positive role in 
implementing the reform of Chinaôs drama industry and enriching the 

                                                             
18 Zu, L., Corporate Social Responsibility, Corporate Restructuring and Firmôs 

Performance. Empirical Evidence from Chinese Enterprises , Berlin and Heidelberg: 
Springer-Verlag, 2009. 

19 Zhang, Y., Chinaôs Economic Reform: Experience and Implications, New York: 
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content of drama art 20. Since the beginning of its transformation, the 
Beijing Theatre has achieved a record of RMN 50 million box office 
revenues through the steady measures of ñwalking in small stepsò, which 
has completely opened the industry market. 

When analyzing the results of the reforms of small theaters, with a 
focus on the assessment of producers, actors, and brokers, one should take 
into account the importance of maintaining the smooth operation of the 
theater, the continuous update of the theaterôs content, and the 
improvement of the level of interpreta tion. Such elements not only develop 
the potential of the theater, but also provide audiences with more 
outstanding and ñfreshò dramatic works, to enrich the publicôs vision. Ren 
Ming 21, director of the Arts Council of Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre, pays 
attention to capitalizing on the new performance opportunities and on the 
strengths of personnel and focuses on inspiring ñpotential stocksò, that is, 
mature actors, because of their strong awareness and exquisite talents, 
being capable of examining the performing arts from a deep perspective 
and of having rich performances. Experience can be extremely important 
in both the career of a director and the activity of a theater, and, through 
practice, dramatic works can achieve remarkable results, an example here 
being Yang Lixinôs ñThe Alley of Xiaojingò22. 

Besides its focus on people, Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre vigorously 
cultivates and encourages outstanding small theater producers to discover 
new repertoires, provide excellent economic consultants, nurture exceptional 
performing talents, and improve their own strengths from the inside.  

At the same time, Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre does not neglect the 
expansion and improvement of external platforms, which are based on 
three essential aspects of strategic cooperation, performance development, 
and cross-border actions enhancement. In this process, the Beijing Theatre 
adhered to the strategic principles of cooperation, innovation and 
development, relying on modern technology, actively cooperating with 
many public performance service platforms, carrying out cross-border 
creations in many fields, and successfully completing the brand 
transformation of the theater. Through such actions, the image of the 
theatre has been significantly improved. Taking the Beijing Theater 
Operation Service Platform as an example, in 2017, the theater platform 
launched 107 shows with 200 outstanding performances, attracting about 
                                                             

20 Wang X. ñFrom Absolute to Alienation: the «National» Writings of Xia Yan 
Drama in the 1930sò, Sichuan Drama , 2017 (05): 28-32 (in Chinese). 

21 Qi S., Adapting Western Classics for the Chinese Stage, New York, Routledge, 
2019. 
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Beijing flavourò, interview with Yang Lixin, CCTV.com, 2018, retrieved online from: 
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160,000 audiences to enter the theater. The organizer of this non-profit 
performance platform is the Beijing M unicipal Cultural Bureau, which 
wanted to develop a government procurement program, i.e., ñthe 
government paid to procure theatre resources and rent them out at little or 
no cost to art groups so as to provide theatre access for some of the best 
stage worksò23. Through the combination of overall operations and 
publicity and marketing strategies, it has gained greater development 
space. According to relevant statistics, the Beijing Theater Operation 
Service Platform performed at a high attendance rate of 79.6% throughout 
the year 2017, with a cumulative box office revenue of more than RMN 23 
million, becoming a leader in the industry 24. 

 
3.2 Mahua FunAge 
Mahua FunAge (hereinafter referred to as Mahua), a private 

company, first created the concept of ñHappy New Year Stage Playò in 
2003. In the following ten years, it quickly became a cultural hotspot in 
Beijing, being followed by many young people and growing into a domestic 
business, one of the best drama brands in the drama market25. In 2017, 
Mahua hit a new peak of more than RMN 2.2 billion at the box office sales 
of ñShame Tekkenò, with revenue up by 181.6% and a net profit up by 
422.6% year-on-year26.  

Nevertheless, initially, the registered capital of Mahua was only RMN 
300,000, and the company had no signific ant box office experience. Its 
success stems from a commitment to creative style. In terms of creativity, 
Mahua has a precise positioning as it adheres to a novel and unique 
comedy style, changes the profound design of traditional drama 
interpretation into  an educational and entertaining form, focuses on the 
daily lives of ordinary people, and intelligently takes stock of current social 
events, which arouses the empathy and resonances of audience. Some of 
their productions, such as ñSomali Piratesò, ñEarl of Oolong Mountainò, 
ñClown Loves Beautifulò etc., have become the personality label of Mahua, 
attracting a large number of young people. In addition, Mahua focuses its 
activity on team creation, as Liu Hongtao, General Manager of Mahua 
described the production process: the screenwriter puts forward an idea, 

                                                             
23 ñResearch Report for Performing Art Theatres Professional Development Skills 

and Higher Education Needs in Chinaò, British Council China, Theatre Management 
Department, Central Academy of Drama, June 2016:15, retrieved online from: 
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24 China Statistical Yearbook on Culture and Related Industries , 2018. 
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the idea leads to an outline and stimulates the actors, and everyone 
discusses each step together; finally, the personality of the characters is 
designed according to the characteristics and strengths of the actors27.  

Mahua is mainly performed in large theaters such as the Haidian 
Theater, the 21st Century Theater, and the Peopleôs Liberation Army Opera 
House. From the perspective of the business development mode, Mahua 
usually invests more than 40% of a play in publicity and carries out 
comprehensive and three-dimensional publicity and marketing based on 
channels such as TV stations, magazines, and the Internet. At the same 
time, Mahua adopts a very efficient commercial launch strategy, 
promoting its show s and plays through advertising intervention well 
before the production is ready to be released. This marketing strategy has 
brought considerable benefits to Mahua FunAge and played a positive role 
in promoting its development. In recent years, comedy has almost 
accounted for more than 80% of drama performances, and high box office 
movies have also been labeled as comedy, Mahua FunAge having a very 
important role in this development.  

Looking at the successes of Mahua FunAge and Beijing Peopleôs Art 
Theatre, one could identify slight differences. Although Mahua FunAge 
also activates based on the policy of the new era, the focus is not on the 
operation of the troupe itself, but on innovative plays. This innovative 
strategy is not only in line with current cons umption trends, but also with 
national supportive policies, as suggested by the decision of the China 
Cultural Industry Investment Fund to invest in Mahua shares at a price of 
RMN 46.92 / share, thus laying the foundation for the later listing of 
Mahua on the New Third Board Market 28. 

 
Conclusion  
While the development of Chinaôs drama industry is evolving at a 

relatively stable pace, it is nevertheless faced with many challenges and 
affected by the impact of multiculturalism. Based on the analysis of the 
operation and development of Beijing Peopleôs Art Theatre and Mahua 
FunAge, one could say that if Chinaôs theater performance operations are 
to flourish, the drama industry protagonists must conform to the 
requirements and characteristics of the times, rely on the new industrial 
chain structure, and combine new technologies and innovation as the core 
driving force. Therefore, any endeavor of improving the sector should start 
from the current development situation of the theater industry, yet aiming 

                                                             
27 Lu, Q., ñFrom stage to netò, Global Times, 2012, retrieved online from: 

https://bit.ly /2XbkhI7.  
28 Liu , R., ñCurtain Rising on Theater Investmentò, CNBC, 2013, retrieved online 

from: https://cnb.cx/2V2zgBk.  
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at carrying forward both traditional culture and innovative productions 
and at changing the industryôs chain from production to sales. Such 
objectives are both relevant and necessary for solving the difficulties and 
bringing real value in the theater industry.  
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Abstract:  The article analyzes marriage and its nature on the basis of a 
multidisciplinary approach, taking into account religious and legal aspects. The 
study conducted its own survey in different cit ies and villages of Ukraine, which 
covered 2083 respondents. As a result of an all-Ukrainian poll, it was found that 
1/3 of those involved in the survey support the state's recognition of church 
marriage, i.e. giving it the same legal status as secular mar riage.  

The legislation of the EU member states on the regulation and recognition 
of church marriages was analyzed. It was established that in a number of 
European countries (in the Great Britain, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Sweden , Czech Republic, Finland and others) the legal effect 
of the church marriage is the same as ordinary secular marriage.  

Authors have concluded that it seemed unfair from the standpoint of the 
principle of equality in Ukraine and some other European countri es not to 
recognize the church marriage.  

 
Keywords:  marriage, religious rite, spouse, state, European Union, 

Ukraine.  
 
 
Introduction  
The COVID-19 pandemic has become a trigger to highlight many of 

the problems of today's globalized society and the need to ensure personal 
safety. At the same time, Ukrainian society has once again pointed its 
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attention to the importance of traditional values, including family, 
marriage, human freedom and even personal communication. If a year 
ago, for the most people, work and career were a priority in life, now 
health and family are valuable again. In European countries, the main 
reason for starting a family has historically been marriage, which has 
undoubtedly undergone significant transformations in most EU Member 
States, including the legalization of same-sex partnerships and marriages. 
The first country to allow same-sex partnerships was Denmark (in 1989), 
and later on either same-sex marriages or partnerships are allowed in most 
EU Member States. In Ukraine, as well as in such European countries as 
Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, the state does not 
recognize both same-sex marriages and same-sex partnerships. At the 
same time, the question arises, if states have legalized same-sex unions, 
then why all European states still do not recognize the religious marriages? 
In this study, we will consider a marriage from a religious and legal 
perspective, as well as try to answer the question.  

  
The concept, religious and legal nature of marriage  
Until the 1920s, only church marriages took place on the European 

continent. Scholars note that the state recognized marriages entered into 
according to the church rules in the presence of two witnesses, and in 
exceptional cases - outside the church. The main proof of the marriage was 
a record in the metrimonial book 1.  

The question arises as to the understanding of the concept of 
"marriage" from a religious point of view. The Orthodox religion under 
marriage considers the sacrament of love, the eternal union of man and 
woman with each other in Christ 2. EleanorɆ Marakhovska cites the 
following notion of marriage according to the official teachings of 
Catholicism, as well as the provisions of the Code of Canon Law: "this 
covenant, if it is concluded between the baptized, has been exalted by the 
Lord Christ to the degree of the sacrament". The scientist also notes that 
marriage is recognized exclusively as a union between a man and a woman, 
which has a natural (divine) origin and that love between a man and a 
woman is a fundamental and innate vocation of every man, and such love 
is an image of God's absolute love for man, it is destined to give birth to 
offspring and thus be embodied in the common cause of preservation of 

                                                             
1 Slyusar, Lyudmila, "The evolution of marriage in Ukraine: XVII - early XX 

century", Demography and social economy,  (in Ukrainian), 2, 2011, ɖ. 64ï65. 
2 Tsebenko, Solomiya, "Modern Orthodox ideas about the human right to marriage 

and the family in the light of international standards", Lviv Polytechnic Publishing House, 
Lviv (Ukraine), (in Ukrainian), 2014, ɖ. 149-150.  
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creation" 3. Oksana Mullokandova believes that the classical canonical 
concept of "marriage" means "the fullest (physical, moral, economic, legal, 
religious) communication between husband and wife" 4. Thus, Christian 
marriage is a sacrament, and from the standpoint that it was created by 
God, it is considered inviolable.  

In the scientific legal literature on views on the legal nature of 
marriage, along with the traditional position that marriage is a 
"sacrament", the concepts of the contractual nature of marriage and the 
"marriage-partnership" are well -founded. M. Antokolska substantiates 
that the very concept of "marriage-sacrament" led to the proclamation of 
the indissolubility of marriages and, accordingly, the prohibition of 
divorce. Liberalization of family law took place only in the late XIX and 
early XX centuries5. We can agree with the position of Svitlana Shimon 
that in Ukraine family law regulates marital relations on the basis of the 
concept of "marriage status"6. The only thing, in our opinion, the elements 
of the contractual concept are also present. 

The analysis of official statistics shows that in Ukraine there is a 
tendency to reduce the number of marriages. If we compare the number of 
marriages per 1,000 population, as of 2011 Ukraine was the leader in 
Europe with a rate of 7.8. The highest rate among European countries was 
in Cyprus (7.3), Lithuania (6.3), and the lowest in Bulgaria (2.9). However, 
as of 2017, our state already had a rate of 6.5, in 2018 - 6.0. In 2017, the 
indicators in Lithuania - 7.5, Romania - 7.3, Cyprus and Latvia - 6.87.  

At the same time, the number of religious marriages is declining both 
in Ukraine and in the EU member states, which is due to the 
transformation of values, the prevalence of actual marital relations without 
giving them formalization. As for Ukraine, the red uction in the number of 
religious marriages was also influenced by Soviet policy, which eradicated 
the church from all spheres of human activity and publicly condemned a 

                                                             
3 Marakhovskaya, EleanorɆ, "Modern interpretations of the Catholic Church's 

teaching on marriage and the family". Visnyk KHNU im. V.N. Karazina.  Series "Theory 
of Culture and Philosophy of Science", (in Ukrainian), 58, 2018, ɖ. 55. 

4 Mullokandova, Oksana, "Interreligious and interfaith family -marriage relations in 
Abrahamic reli gions (religious-legal aspects): dissertation for the degree of Candidate of 
Philosophical Sciences". Zhytomyr (Ukraine), (in Ukrainian), 2016, ɖ. 46-47.  

5 Masha V. Antokolskaia, "The Process of Modernisation of Family Law in Eastern 
and Western Europe: Differencein Timing, Resemblancein Substance", Electronic 
Journal of Comparative Law , Vol. 4.2, 2000. https://www.ejcl.org/42/art42 -1.doc  

6 Shimon, Svitlana. "Legal nature of marriage according to the Family Code of 
Ukraine". Scientific journal of the National Pedagogical University named after M.P. 
Drahomanov. Series 18: Economics and Law , (in Ukrainian), 28, 2015, ɖ. 157. 

7 Marriage indicators. EUROSTAT.  
https://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=demo_nind&lang=en  
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person for participating in religious ceremonies. At the same time, our 
research showed that the long-term efforts of the Soviet authorities did not 
yield the desired results and the religious marriages are still important for 
Ukrainian society.  

We conducted an all-Ukrainian survey and interviewed 2,083 
respondents using the Google form8 from different cities (including such 
cities as Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lviv, Uzhhorod, Odessa, Rivne, Chernivtsi, Lutsk, 
Ternopil, Dnipro and others) and villages of Ukraine. The number of 
respondents living in cities was 78%, in villages - 22%.  

 

 
 
By age, the surveyed respondents were distributed as follows: up to 

18 years old - 2%; 18ï25 years old ï 21%; 25-35 years old - 38%; 35-45 
years old - 27%; 45-55 years old - 8%; over 55 years old ï 4%. Thus, the 
opinions of all -age groups were taken into account, and the largest % of 
respondents (up to 45 y.o.) are in the age when most marriages are 
registered according to Ukrainian official statistics.  

 

                                                             
8 The form of the survey on the religious rite of marriage, (in Ukrainian). 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8VsABJHS7zwmZF7heuK0 3BLIaLt1AH2
YNNdeXh-6N-QvXUA/viewform  
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Survey: "Do you want to enter into church marriage?"  

 
 
The following results were obtained on the selected questions: 50.6% 

of respondents have already entered into a secular marriage and a church 
marriage; 21.4% - intend to perform a religious rite when concluding a 
secular marriage; 16% - have already entered into a secular marriage and 
there was no additional religious rite of marriage; 12.1% do not plan a 
religious marriage ceremony at all. 

When respondents were asked if they support the idea to provide the 
same legal effect to church marriage as to secular marriage the results were 
the following: 705 respondents said "Yes", 691 respondents - "No" and 687 
respondents were unable to answer. 

 

 
 

Thus, more than a third of Ukrainian respondents who participated in 
the survey (34%) believe that the state should give equal legal status to 
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church marriage and secular marriage. This is quite a significant share, as 
well as almost a third were unable to answer this question. 

 
Comparative analysis of the legislation of Ukraine and 

European countries on the recognition of churc h marriages.  
According to the Constitution of Ukraine and the Family Code, only a 

man and a woman have the right to marry. The discriminatory approach to 
the age of marriage in Ukraine was eliminated on March 15, 2012, when the 
first part of Article 22 of the Family Code of Ukraine was repealed, and the 
same age for marriage was set of 18, regardless of gender. According to Part 
3 of Article 21 of the Family Code of Ukraine, a religious ceremony is not a 
ground for a state to recognition of the concluded marriage9. Under 
exception there are religious marriages which were concluded before the 
moment of creation or restoration of bodies of state registration of acts of 
civil status. In other states that were part of the Soviet Union, church 
marriages are also not recognized. For example, Article 10 of the Family 
Code of the Russian Federation stipulates that marriage is registered only by 
civil status registration bodies. Article 15 of the Marriage and Family Code of 
the Republic of Belarus provides for marriage only in civil registry offices.  

The analysis of the legislation of European states revealed many 
examples of state recognition of church marriages. For example, according 
to Article 657 of the Czech Civil Code, a marriage is a union of a man and a 
woman, which can be registered by a public authority authorized to do so or 
by a church10. In the Slovak Republic, the Law on the Family and on 
Amendments to Certain Laws of 11 February 2005 establishes equality 
between both civil and ecclesiastical marriages. According to Article 5 of this 
law, a marriage may be entered into by a clergyman who has the appropriate 
rank of a registered church or religious society. Such a marriage may take 
place in a church or other place, as provided by the internal rules of the 
church, a religious society for religious rites. If there is a threat to the life of 
one of the spouses, the marriage can be concluded in any appropriate place. 
According to Part 5 of Article 5 of the Law of the Slovak Republic "On the 
Family and Amendments to Certain Laws", the Church body before which 
the marriage took place is obliged to notify the relevant registration 
authority within three working days, indicating this fact.  

Article 3.24 of the Civil Code of Lithuania establishes that a marriage 
is concluded by a church (denomination) in accordance with the procedure 
established by the internal (canonical) legislation of the respective religion. 
Important is the second part of this article, which states that both secular 

                                                             
9 Family Code of Ukraine, 2002, (in Ukrainian).  
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2947 -14 
10 Czech Civil Code (in Czech). https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/cs/2012 -89 
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and religious marriage have the same legal consequences if the conditions 
of marriage established by Articles 3.12 - 3.17 of the Civil Code were not 
violated, and the marriage was concluded in the manner prescribed by 
canons of religious organizations registered in the Republic of Lithuan ia 
and recognized by the state11. 

In Poland, family relations are regulated by the Family and Care 
Code, which was adopted on February 25, 1964, and was last amended on 
November 30, 2019. According to Art. 1 of this code, a man and a woman 
have the right to marry both in the civil registry office and in accordance 
with the internal church rules. When choosing the second method, such a 
marriage is also registered by the state12.  

At the same time, according to Article 259 § 3 of the Romanian Civil 
Code, a religious marriage rite may be performed only after its registration 
with a public authority 13. Although there is no such legal requirement in 
Ukraine, our survey revealed that some respondents in some churches 
were asked to confirm their secular marriage before a religious marriage 
ceremony. 

In England, the Marriage Act of 1949 provided for the procedure for 
recognizing church marriages. This law stipulates that marriage according 
to the rites of the Church of England may be solemn and, in accordance 
with Artic le 5, concluded after obtaining a permit (special marriage 
license) granted by the Archbishop of Canterbury or another authorized 
person under the Ecclesiastical License Act of 1533 or another 
ecclesiastical body (general marriage license), certificate provided by the 
registrar (in accordance with Chapter 3 of the Marriage Act) [14]14. 

In addition, the following European states recognize church 
marriage: Denmark (Marriage Act of January 1, 1970), Italy (Articles 82, 
83 of the Italian Civil Code), Portugal (A rticle 1587 of the Portuguese Civil 
Code), Norway (Marriage Act of July 4, 1991), Sweden (Marriage Act of 
May 14, 1987), Finland (Marriage Act of June 13, 1929), etc. 

 
Conclusion  
The study showed that in a number of European countries (in Great Britain, 

It aly, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Sweden, the Czech Republic, 
Finland and others), the state recognizes church marriage as well as secular. 

                                                             
11 Civil Code of Lithuania, (in Latvian). https://www.in folex.lt/ta/60696  
12 Family and Guardianship Code, (in Polish).  
http://prawo.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/download.xsp/WDU19640090059/U/D196400

59Lj.pdf  
13 Civil Code of Romania, Portal Legislativ, (in Romanian).  
http://legislatie.just.ro/Public/DetaliiDocument/175 630 
14 Marriage Act, 1949. https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo6/12 -13-

14/76/part/II/enacted  
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From the standpoint of the principle of equality, it seems unclear the established 
approach in Ukr aine and some other European countries not to recognize the 
church rite of marriage. This position is especially unclear for those states which 
have allowed same-sex partnerships and marriages, but at the same time do not 
recognize church marriages. Given the survey, which showed the support of more 
than 30% of respondents, it is advisable to amend the legislation of Ukraine and 
establish legal rules that would recognize church marriage and make it equal with 
the legal consequences of secular marriage. 
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Abstract:  In  the Arab  Republic of Egypt,  the result  of the ñArab springò 

was the transition  from  a secular dictatorship  to an Islamic  democracy, 
followed  by protests in  the street and the takeover of power  in  the state again,  
by the army,  in  what  could be considered a coup dô®tat.  It  can be argued  that  
the initiated  changes beginning  with  2011 have not led to the establishment of 
another  type of regime, but to a return  at the existing  situation  during  the 
Mubarak  regime, the army  taking  over the power,  again,  in  the state. After  
Hosni  Mubarakôs removal,  Mohamed Morsi  came to power , democratically  
otherwise,  in  June 2012, a so-called moderate Islamist,  representative  of 
Muslim  Brotherhood.  After  a period  of insecurity  and instability,  Morsi  was 
overthrown,  General Abdel Fattah  el-Sisi took over the power,  the formation  of 
Muslim  Brotherhood was banned, and the pro -democratic  revolutionary  
aspirations  were reduced to silence. Following  the presidential  elections of 
March  2018, President el-Sisi won a new mandate,  by removing  any real  
political  opposition.  This article  aims to analyse Egyptôs foreign  policy  during  
2013-2018, from  the coup dô®tat executed by the Egyptian  army  in July  2013 
and until  April  2018, when Abdel Fattah  el-Sisi succeeded to obtain  a second 
mandate  as President. 

 
Keywords:  Egypt,  Abdel Fattah  el-Sisi, coup dô®tat, USA, Saudi Arabia,  

United  Arab  Emirates,  Qatar,  Turkey   
 
 
Introduction  
On July 3rd 2013, the Egyptian Minister  of Defence, Abdel Fattah el-

Sisi performed  a coup dô®tat followed by the arrest of President 
Mohammed Morsi.  The event took place as a result of some massive 
protests in  Cairo and in  other cities in  Egypt where millions  of people 
participated.  Protesters were dissatisfied with  the Islamist  policy of 
President Morsi.  The President was replaced by Adly Mansour, the head of 
Constitutional  Court and the Constitution  of 2012 was suspended. Adly 
Mansour remained interim  President until  June 2014, when Presidential 
elections were organized. The elections were won by the ex-general and 
minister  of defence, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, who meanwhile changed the 
mi litary  uniform  with  the civil  clothes in  order to be able to candidate. 
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Externally,  he focused on the consolidation  of the relationship  with  the 
United  States, with  whom Egypt has a strategic partnership.  At the same 
time, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi improved  the relationship  with  Saudi Arabia and 
the United  Arab Emirates from  which he received a consistent financial  
support.  In  addition,  he avoided to position  Egypt on one side or the other 
in  the regional conflicts  in Syria and Yemen. In  regards of internal  poli cy, 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi followed three objectives, namely to prevent the 
reappearance of the Muslim  Brotherhood  as an important  actor on the 
political  stage, to change the precarious economic situation  of Egypt by 
revitalization  of the economy and to keep the extremism far from  Egypt. 

 
Mohammed  Morsi  and  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  
Since the beginning of the 1920s, the Egyptian political  system 

suffered only two fundamental  changes, from  a constitutional  monarchy 
placed under powerful  British  influence to an independent authoritarian  
state, in  1950s, in  which the army played a guidance role and, beginning 
from  2011, when Hosni  Mubarakôs authoritarian  state was overturned  
from  power by a popular  revolution.  Thus, after the military  coup dô®tat of 
July 23rd 1952, led by Gamal Abdel Nasser, Egypt did  not experiment a 
democratic form  of government until  the revolution  from  January 2011. 

For 60 years, the Egyptian army kept control  of a country  of more 
than 80 million  people. The remaining  in  power of this regime can be 
owed to some factors, among which the long-term conflict  with  Israel, 
widespread repression and the capacity to create a network  of interests, 
which continuously  adapted to new economic and social conditions.  
However, the lack of effective opposition  movements can be considered, as 
well, a factor that  contributed  to the long duration  of the authoritarian  
government that  included the presidencies of Nasser, Sadat and Mubarak.  

The profound  political  and social cleavages caused Egypt to deal with  
the challenge of reconciling  the religious faith,  widely spread, with  
democracy. The army proved a decisive factor in  maintaining  the balance 
of power between secular, religious, liberal  and political  forces. Therefore, 
it  can be argued that  Egypt had begun to step into  a new era, that  of 
democratic development, after almost three decades of autocratic regime. 
Francis Fukuyama assesses that  ña country  is democratic if  grants to its 
people the right  of choosing their  own government by secret vote, within  
regular, mult iparty  elections, on the basis of equal and universal suffrage 
of adult  peopleò 1. Many of those who study political  life  of Islamist  world  
easily realize, that  in  most Muslim  states the concept of democracy, in the 

                                                             
1 Francis Fukuyama, The end of History and The Last Man , Paideia Press, 

Bucharest, 1994, p. 46. 
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sense awarded by the occidental politica l sciences, can be found in  an 
extremely diluted  form.  As well, although the concept of democracy is an 
important  component of Islamic  political  speech, there is a significant  
difference between the manner in  which the political  elite understands this 
concept and the large mass of Muslim  populations.  Here it  is what Laura 
Sitaru is saying in  this  respect: ñDemocracy that  became the main line of 
speech in  Arab-Muslim  society continues to be perceived by the large mass 
of people as being the same type of system that  in  ñrevolutionary ideologyò 
was called ñbourgeois democracyò and associated with  ñcolonialist 
occupantò2. 

On June 24th 2012, Mohammed Morsi,  supported by the Muslim  
Brotherhood,  was announced the winner  of the first  presidential  
democratic elections in Egypt3. Thus, he became the first  Egyptian 
President democratically  elected.  At the same time,  he was the first  
Islamist  leader from  Arab world  democratically  elected as head of state. 
Morsi  became the fifth  President of Egypt and the first  who did  not come 
from  the army. Since declared a Republic in  1953, Egypt has had only 
presidents that  came from  the military  tier  and whom, most of the time,  
took over the power by coups dô®tat4. Morsiôs opposing candidate, Ahmed 
Shafik, was an ex-general of aviation who was supported and preferred by 
the army. However, Ahmed Shafik did  not succeed to win,  the army 
respected the populationôs expressed vote and did  not intervene5. On June 
30 th 2012, Mohammed Morsi  was officially  appointed as President of 
Egypt6. Both Qatar and Turkey supported politically  the coming of Morsi  
and of Muslim  Brotherhood  to power and also economically, especially 
after that  he was appointed President7. 

Historically,  since the British  occupation from  1882, Egypt gave birth  
to Islamic  modernists at the end of 19th century. The main figure of this 
movement was an Afghani professor, philosopher  and political  activist  

                                                             
2 Laura Sitaru, Arab political thinking. Key -concepts between tradition and 

innovation (preface by Lucian Boia) , Polirom, Iaĸi, 2009, p. 173. 
3 David D. Kirkpatrick, òNamed Egyptôs Winner, Islamist Makes Historyò, The New 

York Times, 24.06.2012, available at  
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/25/world/middleeast/mohamed -morsi -of-

muslim -brotherhood -declared-as-egypts-president.html , accessed on 21.02.2020. 
4 Ibidem.  
5 Ibidem.  
6 David D. Kirkpatrick, òPower Struggle Begins as Egyptôs President Is Formally 

Sworn Inò, The New York Times, 30.06.2012, available at  
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/01/world/middleeast/morsi -is-sworn-in-as-

president-of-egypt.html , ( accessed on 20.02.2020). 
7 Mahmood Monshipouri, Anthony Zamary, òRe-evaluating Iran -Egypt Relations: A 

Look at the Evolving Geopolitical Contextò, in Ak Party 15 Years in Power Political, 
Economic and Social Transformation, Insight Turkey  Vol. 19, No. 2, (Spring 2017), p.217. 
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Jamal al-Din  al-Afghani (1836-1897), who stayed in Egypt for  eight years 
and urged the Egyptians to fight  against imperialism  that devastated the 
Muslim  societies and countries. Under these circumstances, in  1928, the 
Muslim  Brotherhood  was formed as a reformist  movement, the oldest 
Islamist  political  group in  the Arab world.  An Egyptian school teacher, 
Hasan al-Banna (1906-1949), established this group as an answer to the 
imperialism,  colonialism  and moral  danger to the Islam in  Egypt8. This 
movement combines the political  activism with  charity  work  and it  is 
popular  among the Sunni branch of Islam9. 

The Egyptian Political  Islam has always taken the form  of some anti -
colonial  or anti -governmental movements, with  the exception of the state 
authorized Islam, such as al-Azhar university  in  Cairo, associated with  Al-
Azhar Mosque in  Islamic  Cairo, the Egypt's oldest degree-granting  
university,  renowned as ñIslam's most prestigious universityò10, and a few 
years of religious liberalisation  under Sadat at the beginning of '70s. For 
over a century, the leaders in  Egypt fought or compromised vis-à-vis 
Islamôs resurrection  that  contested significantly  the state and its rulin g 
elites. The contemporary  political  Islam in  its manifestations  and origins  
has strong roots in the Egyptian experience. This experience had an 
international  and regional impact  upon the transnational  Islam and the 
West. Consequently, although the Muslim  Brotherhood  is often considered 
a symbol of the world  political  Islam, it  is rather  a creation of 
nationalism 11. 

According to the Muslim  Brotherhood,  the Islamic  law and values 
should have a central role in  the political  and public  life. One of the well-
known slogans of this  movement is ñIslam is the solutionò 12. The 
organization  is against the women and minoritiesô rights.  In  March 2013, 
the United  Nations Organisation was preparing a declaration that  referred 
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to the womenôs rights  and stopping the violence against them13. As a 
response, the Muslim  Brotherhood  from  Egypt issued a statement 
consisted of 10 points in which condemned this  declaration and its 
content. In  the view of the Muslim  Brotherhood,  those mentioned in  the 
UN document (the sexual freedom of women, the possibility  of Muslim  
women marriage to non-Muslim  men, the right  to work, the right  of 
travelling  alone, the possibility  to sue their  husband for rape, equal rights  
for homosexual people etc.) are contrary  to the Islamic  ethics and would 
lead to the societyôs disintegration 14. Moreover, women cannot have the 
same rights  as men.  

Because of the ideology promoted  by the Muslim  Brotherhood,  Sisiôs 
administration,  Saudi Royal House and the United  Arab Emirates consider 
the Muslim  Brotherhood  a threat to the national  security. In  reality,  they 
were afraid  of the possibility  that  this  organisation  will  get the power 
through  free elections like it  happened in  Egypt at the parliamentary  
elections of January 201215. The previously mentioned three states 
declared the Muslim  Brotherhood  as terrorist  organisation16. Moreover, 
they also encouraged their  allies to declare the Muslim  Brotherhood  as 
terrorist  organisation. Only the Russian Federation declared the 
organisation  as terrorist 17 instead the United  States18 and Great Britain 19 
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did  not take this  step. Currently,  roots of the Muslim  Brotherhood  can be 
found in  Turkey, the Gaza strip  and Saudi Arabia20. 

On August 12th, 2012, a month  and a half after Morsiôs appointment  
in  office, the Emir  of Qatar, Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani, paid an official  
visit  to Cairo. In  this  context, the Emir  announced that  Doha offered 2 
billion  USD financial  assistance to the Central Bank of Egypt21. From that  
date, Qatar has continued to offer economic assistance to Egypt. By May 
2013, Qatar had offered economic assistance to Egypt in  value of 8 billion  
USD22. In  the same time, also Turkey offered economic assistance to 
Egypt. On September 30 th, 2012 Egypt signed an agreement with  Turkey 
according to which Ankara facilitated  1 billion  USD23. 

Subsequently, however, Morsi  tried,  misusing the concept of 
democracy, to seize the total  power, transforming  Egypt into  an Islamic  
theocracy, suppressing the minority  created after 2012 elections, and 
violating  the rights  of this  minority.  On the other hand, there were no clear 
separations between the religious-social aspect of the current,  represented 
by the Muslim  Brotherhood  and its political  materialization,  the Party of 
Freedom and Justice. 

Nasserôs strategy24 of countryôs literacy that, in  the '80s, promised 
workplaces to all who would be granted a diploma,  led to imbalances that  
produced consequences nowadays. The massive urbanisation  of the cities 
Cairo and Alexandria, but also the villagesô urbanisation  led to the change 
of social relationships,  consequently the Egyptian patriarchal  system was 
affected. The urbanisation  facilitated  the youthôs emancipation, who does 
not wish the return  to the patriarchal  system and to theocratic accents in 
the state leadership. It  is one of the causes for which Morsi was removed 
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from  power, because of his incapacity of accommodating the Islamist  
policy with  the young generationôs modern expectations.  

The young people who demonstrated in  Tahrir  square are the first  
generation of Egyptians really emancipated that  firm ly reacted to the 
reduction  of the acquired freedoms due to the Western civilization  and 
culture  access. It  can also be argued that  Morsi  used extensively the 
political  Islam concepts and transformed  himself  in  the victim  of his own 
incapacity of understanding the young Muslim  generationôs mentality.  It  
can be concluded that  these events marked the failure  of the political  Islam 
in  Egypt. 

 
The  coup  dô®tat of  July  3th,  2013  
On June 30 th, 2013 took place massive protests organized by 

Tamarod, a movement created in  April  2013 by a number of opposition  
forces. The movement had launched back in  April  2013 a petition  for the 
Presidentôs impeachment accusing him  of authoritarian  tendencies, non-
compliance with  the rule of law and of promoting  an Islamist  agenda 
inconsistent with  the state secular principles 25. Tamarod called upon the 
population  to protest on June 30 th, 2013 because it  was a symbolic date, 
marking  a year since Mohamed Morsiô appointment  into  office. Millions  of 
people participated  at the protests asking Morsi  to resign26. Meanwhile,  
tensions between Morsiôs supporters who encouraged the promotion  of an 
Islamist  policy and the opposition  that  saw the secularism as sole viable 
policy of state started to intensify.  

On June 26th, 2013, four  days before the planned protests, the 
minister  of defence, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, warned that  the army was ready 
to intervene in  order to save the country  from  an internal  conflict 27. 
Practically the army warned that  in  case the situation  will  not calm down, 
it  could execute a coup dô®tat, as it  did in the last 70 years in  cases of 
internal  crisis. This may be also interpreted  as a message of intimidation  
addressed to the President Morsi  in  order to obtain  his resignation. The 
protests of June 30 th continued also on July 1st which led to an increase of 
tensions and instabilities  within  the society. Thus, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
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from  his position  of minister  of defence decided to offer an ultimatum  of 
48 hours to the two parties to solve the political  crisis28. As well, in  Sisiôs 
speech was mentioned also the fact that  the army would not be involved in  
politics  or in  the government and that  the protests represent an expression 
without  precedent of peopleôs will 29. Sisiôs ultimatum  was addressed 
especially to President Morsi.  Because the situation  remained the same, in 
the evening of July 3rd, 2013 General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi announced in  a 
televised intervention  that  the President Mohamed Morsi  was deposed and 
replaced by the head of the Constitutional  Court, Adly Mansour, and that  
the Constitution  of 2012 was suspended. Morsi  was put under house 
arrest. Together with  him  there were arrested also government officials  
and Islamic  figures close to the Muslim  Brotherhood  and President30. Adly  
Mansour remained in  office as interim  President until  June 2014, when 
presidential  elections were organized. The winner  of the elections was the 
ex-minister  of defence Abdel Fattah el-Sisi31. After  winning  the 
presidential  elections, Sisi tried  to keep Egypt away from  the ethnic and 
religious turmoil  that  increased in  the Middle  East due to the Arab Spring. 
Also, Sisi avoided Egyptôs involvement  in  the sectarian conflict  between 
Sunnis and Shiites32. 

Since assuming the power, Sisi had three objectives: 
1. to prevent the recurrence of the Muslim  Brotherhood  as 

important  actor on the political  stage. 
2. to change the precarious economic situation  of Egypt by 

economyôs revitalisation.  
3. to keep the extremism away from  Egypt33. 
 
The hypothesis according to which the Egyptian secret services and 

the United  Arab Emirat es played an important  role in  organizing the 
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protests and of coup dô®tat in  Egypt is very interesting.  In  March 2015, 
Mekameleen, an Islamist  television channel that  transmits  by satellite 
from  Istanbul,  made public  a series of recordings that, according to the 
television broadcaster, were made in  an office of the Ministry  of Defence 
before Morsiôs dismissal. The Mekameleen broadcaster alleges that  in  the 
recordings is Abbas Kamel, Sisiôs main assistant, speaking on the phone 
with  Sedky Sobhy, the Chief of Defence at that  date34. 

The two were discussing regarding a bank account controlled  by the 
army and used at the same time by Tamarod, the movement that  called 
upon the protests against Morsi.  Abbas Kamel was trying  to explain to the 
Chief of Defence that  the army needs to take 200.000  USD from  the 
money deposited by the United  Arab Emirates in the account of Tamarod 
movement35. Although  the origin  of the recordings was not confirmed,  this  
scenario seems to be confirmed  taking into  consideration  that  immediat ely 
after Morsiôs removal, the United  Arab Emirates36 and Saudi Arabia37 
began to offer substantial economic aids to Egypt. Soon after the coup 
dô®tat, the United  Arab Emirates offered three million  USD to Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia five million  USD38. In  March  2015, Abu Dhabi announced 
that  offers other two billion  USD to Egypt and Riyadh four  million  USD39. 
Therefore, after the coup dô®tat of July 2013, Saudi Arabia and the United  
Arab Emirates were the main economic supporters of Egypt40. On June 
14th, 2017, the Egyptian Parliament  ratified  a law that  provided the cession 
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of two islands from  the Red Sea, Tiran  and Sanafir, to Saudi Arabia. The 
islands are placed strategically at the entrance of the Aqaba Gulf41. On 
June 25th, President Sisi approved the cession of the islands to Saudi 
Arabia42. This decision created tensions among the population  that  was 
obviously bothered by this  decision. Moreover, the opposition  accused the 
Egyptian President that  he did  that  in  return  of the economic aid that  
Saudi Arabia offered him  at the takeover of power43. Both Ankara and 
Doha criticized  the coup dô®tat of July 2013 that  led to the dismissal of 
Morsi 44. After  this  event, both countries cessed to offer economic 
assistance to Egypt.  

In  an interview  of 2016, Chuch Hagel, the Secretary of Defence 
between January 2013-November 2014, declared that  Israel, Saudi Arabia 
and the United  Arab Emirates were dissatisfied with  Morsiôs policy45. At 
the beginning of April  2019, an Israeli  politician  and brigadier  general in  
reserve, Aryeh Eldad, wrote an article  in  the local newspaper Maariv  
mentioning  that  Israel supported the coup dô®tat in  Egypt46. According to 
Eldad, Israel learned about Morsiô plans to cancel the Camp David Peace 
Treaty with  Israel and that  he intended to send more troops to Sinai 
Peninsula47. Furthermore,  Morsi  gave a special attention  to the 
relationship  with  Palestine and Hamas allowing  tacitly  to the last one to 
intensify  the attacks from  Sinai Peninsula against Israel48. Morsi  offered 
logistic  and economic support  to Hamas and allowed it  to move its 
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headquarters from  Damascus to Cairo49. Obviously, this  led to increased 
tensions between Egypt and Israel. Immediately  after the coup dô®tat and 
takeover of power by Sisi, a significant  bilateral  relationship  development 
took place between the new leadership in  Cairo and Israel. In  an interview  
for CBS News on January 6th, 2019, Sisi declared that  the cooperation 
between Egypt and Israel has reached a level without  precedent50.  

Most likely,  the United  States knew about Sisiôs plans to remove 
Morsi  and gave him  green light  to perform  the coup dô®tat. Obamaô 
administration  was interested, on one hand, in  Morsiôs dismissal, due to 
his Islamist  visions that  could damage the regional stability,  and on the 
other hand in Israelôs satisfaction.  At the same time, adopting a favourable 
policy towards Israel, Sisi was seen as an asset by the White  House, taking 
into  consideration  the powerful  Israeli  lobby in  Washington. Egypt is one 
of the most important  allies of the United  States in  the Mid dle East and 
Washington offers annually  to Cairo authorities  1.3 million  USD for 
military  aid51. From the takeover of the Presidency in  2014 until  2018, Sisi 
paid two official  visits to the White  House. One in  September 201452 and 
the second one in  April  201753. During  Donald Trumpôs mandate the 
relationship  between US and Egypt intensified  even more. Only in  the 
period September 2016-September 201854 between the two leaders took 
place five meetings among which one at the White  House and the others 
on the occasion of different  summits  of the United  Nations Organisation55. 
In  April  2019, Donald Trump  and el-Sisi met once again on the occasion of 
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an official  visit  of the Egyptian President to the White  House56. The 
relationship  between the two leaders is a special one, Sisi being the first  
head of state who congratulated Trump  after he won the presidential  
elections57. The difficult  economic situation  from  the moment of the coup 
dô®tat put Egypt in  an immediate  need for money in  order to avoid a crisis. 
In  this  context, Saudi Arabia and the United  Arab Emirates started to be 
actively involved. Riyadh and Abu Dhabi aimed in  obtaining  a greater 
influence at the regional level and the coming into  power of Sisi was the 
appropriate  moment for  strengthening the relationship  between Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Practically, the two states filled  the gap left  by 
Turkey and Qatar58. At the same time with  Morsiôs removal, Saudi Arabia 
provided Egypt 5 billion  USD, other 4 billion  in  March  2015, other 25 
billion  USD in  April  201659. This made Egypt dependent of the economic 
support  of the States from  Gulf, especially the one of Saudi Arabia60. 
However, Saudi Arabia hoped that  in  exchange of its economic assistance, 
Egypt will  support  its policy in  regards of the war in  Yemen and also the 
war in  Syria. Riyadh supports the Yemeni government and the rebels who 
fight  against Assad. On the contrary,  Sisi did  not want to get involved given 
the fact that  Assadôs dismissal would have led to the coming into  power of 
the Muslim  Brotherhood  in Syria. In  regards of Yemen, Egypt does not 
wish to be involved in  order not to damage the relationship  with  Iran 61. For 
Sisi, the religious and political  ideology of the Muslim  Brotherhood  
represents a threat  for  the regional security62. The voting by Egypt, on 
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October 8th 2016, of a resolution  initiated  by Russian Federation regarding 
Syria within  the UN Security Council led to a tension of the relationship  
with  Saudi Arabia63. The main reason was that  the resolution  initiated  by 
Russian Federation provided the cessation of hostilities  between pro-
Assad forces and rebels but did  not mention  also the stopping of bombings 
and building  of an air  prohibition  zone64. As a result, this  would have 
allowed the continuation  of bombardments against the rebel factions 
supported  by Saudi Arabia. At that  moment, the rebels were surrounded in 
a sector of Alep city by Assadôs army and were bombarded massively by the 
Russian and Syrian aviation 65. Soon after this  event, Saudi Arabia stopped 
the oil  deliveries to Egypt without  sending an official  message in  this  
respect. The oil  deliveries were made based on an agreement between 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia in  value of 23 billion  USD signed in  April  2016 on 
the occasion of the Saudi King Salman visit  to Cairo66. Riyadh offered then 
to provide 700.000  tons of petroleum products monthly  for a period of five 
years67. On November 7th 2016, approximately  one month  after Egyptô 
voting in  favour of the resolution  initiated  by the Russian Federation in  the 
Security Council, Saudi Arabia announced officially  that  decided the 
interruption  of oil  deliveries to Cairo for  an undetermined  period68. In  
March  2017, six months after the oil  transports  deferral, the Egyptian 
minister  of oil  issued a statement in  which he mentioned that  Saudi Arabia 
will  resume the oil  deliveries to Egypt69. At the same time, the minister  
mentioned that  Aramco, the Saudi state oil  company, stopped the 
deliveries because of the reduction  of oil  production  but also for the works 
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of maintenance of refineries70. Certainly, this  is only a pretext, the reason 
from  the back of the oil  deliveries stopping is the decision of Egypt to vote 
the resolution  initiated  by Russian Federation. Finally,  the deliveries were 
resumed on March 201771. 

If  in  the foreign politics  Sisi focused on the consolidation  of the 
relationship  with  the United  States, Saudi Arabia and the United  Arab 
Emirates, in  the internal  politics  he tried  to consolidate his power. On 
April  17th, 2019, the Egyptian Parliament  voted a law that  brought  changes 
to the Constitution  of 201472. The new amendments provide the extension 
of the Presidential mandate from  four  to six years but without  changing 
the limit  of two mandates. This limit  was imposed after the revolution  
from  201173  when Hosni  Mubarak  resigned after 30 years of holding the 
power74. The changes provide also the creation of a Vice-president office75 
but also of another Chamber of the Parliament  called Senate, constituted  
of 180 members76 among which 25% must be women77. Thus, the 
Parliament  will  have two Chambers, the Chamber of Deputies and the 
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Senate. Among these, two-thirds  will  be elected by the citizensô vote and 
one-third  will  be appointed directly  by the President of Egypt78.  

At the same time, this  law increases the powers of the President 
allowing  him  to appoint  judges and prosecutors79. Last but not least, the 
law provided also the modification  of article  200  from  Constitution  at 
which it  is added that  the duty of army is to protect the Constitution  and 
democracy of the state80. This modification,  that  makes the army the 
guarantor of democracy, is dangerous for a democratic regime as it  opens a 
Pandoraôs box. Under this  chapter the army may intervene and take over 
the power whenever it  is against some decisions of the President. Thus, the 
militaries  from  the upper echelons may place certain political  decisions 
under the provisions of article  200  from  the Constitution  in  order to 
motivate their  decision of taking over the power. The law was submitted  to 
a national  referendum that  took place for three days, during  April  21st-23rd 
2019. At the polling  stations were presented 23.4 million  people, that  
represent 44% from  the population  with  the right  to vote. Amongst these, 
89% voted for  the legislative modifications 81. Thus, by the amendment of 
the Constitution,  Sisi has the possibility  to stand for other two mandates of 
President being able to remain  in  office until  203482. Therefore, this  
legislative amendment allows him  to remain  in  office for 20 years. The 
game played by Sisi sends Egypt back in  Mubarakôs time. In  fact, Sisi 
desired the creation of an authoritative  regime that  bears the mask of 
democracy. The revolution  from  2011 wanted to avoid precisely this, for  
the President not to remain  in  office for decades. 

At the presidential  elections from  April  2018, Sisi won a second 
mandate. He was voted by 21.8 million  voters, that  means 41% of total  
number of citizens with  the right  to vote83. In  the presidential  race, Sisi did  
not have an opposing candidate. According to The Guardian , those who 
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could have had any chances against him stopped their  electoral campaigns 
in  January accusing intimidations  and moreover, the main opposing 
candidate was arrested and his manager of campaign was beaten84. The ex-
Chief of Defence, Sami Anan was arrested soon after he announced his 
intention  to candidate at the presidential  elections. However, his 
candidature was rejected due to the fact that  he did  not resigned from  the 
army85.The same thing  happened to the ex-Prime minister  Ahmed Shafiq 
who withdraw  from  the presidential  race after he had announced his 
candidature in  November 201786. Moreover, the grandson of the ex-
President Anwar Sadat was forced to withdraw  his candidature87. 
Therefore, it  was aimed that  Sisiôs chances to be re-elected to be as high as 
possible and any candidate who could put him  in  difficulty  to be 
eliminated.  In  August 2019 Egypt had only at the al-Aqrab prison  about 
1000 political  detainees, most of them being members of the Muslim  
Brotherhood 88. Since Sisiôs coming to power in  2014 and until  January 
2019, the Egyptian security  forces had arrested about 60.000  of people. 
However, in  an interview  given to the American TV channel CBS, and 
broadcasted in  January 2019, Sisi denied that  in  Egypt would exist 
political  detainees89. 

To the extent that  Sisi and the army have achieved a state triumph  
over society, the post-Morsi  regime does not need a ruling  party  to 
maintain  control  and authority.  Instead, the army and the police control  a 
Parliament  that  consists of a loyal and fragmented elite. Unlike  Mubarak,  
Sisi conducts a policy in which state institutions,  especially the judiciary  
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and police, are united  in  support  of the military  regime as the only way to 
preserve their  interests and autonomy towards society. The survival  of the 
army and the regime are more interconnected than before, and the 
presence of the army and the police in  the parliament  prevents any 
political  threat  to the regime. 

In  Aziz's opinion,  Sisi's political  system does not restore those of his 
predecessors. Sisi does not want to tie his name to a new ruling  party  
through  which the business community  can access state resources. 
Instead, he allowed the business elite to enter in  the parliament  as 
individuals.  Thus, he frees himself  from  blending the interests of the 
regime with  those of the elite and exercises closer control  over them and 
their  corrupt  practices. The huge popular  support  that  Sisi enjoyed 
following  Morsi's  dismissal gave him  enough legitimacy to be President 
without  a political  party. He relied on the support  of the forces that  
opposed the Muslim  Brotherhood, as well as the support  of state 
institutions.  Therefore, it  has risen above politics  and the eventual failure,  
so that  he cannot be blamed if  the Parliament  and government fail  to solve 
the socio-economic problems of Egypt90. In  the same time, with out any 
organized resistance to his policies, Sisi regulates by decree and takes 
major  policy initiatives  such as energy cuts and subsidies, importing  gas 
from  Israel and raising taxes91. Neither  the main international  allies of 
Egypt, the United  States Saudi Arabia and United  Arab Emirates, seem to 
be pushing for democracy. As a result, there is a reduced pressure on the 
army for accountability  and transparency regarding how it  operates. 

In  conclusion, we witness a reconfiguration  of authoritarian  rule in  
Egypt. Forms of repressive exclusion from  authoritarian  governance have 
replaced previous strategies for inclusion,  cooperation, and redistribution  
of Mubarak's authoritarian  governments. Compared to Mubarak,  Sisi 
promotes a ñpresidential monarchyò92, where the president is above 
civilian  politics  and parties, is not linked  to a dominant  party  and, as a 
result, allows him  to remain  in  power for life  and to exercise 
unprecedented unilateral  authority,  on both, state and society. For many 
political  scientists, with  the dismissal of Morsi  and the election of el-Sissi 
in  2014, in  the absence of serious opposition,  the army closed an atypical 
democratic bracket for the history  of Egypt. 

                                                             
90 Lubna Abdel Aziz, Catch the Al-Sisi Mania', Al -Ahram Weekly , 2013, 

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/News/4103.aspx, (accessed on  2.03.2020).  
91 Ibidem  
92 Housam Darwisheh, Egypt Under Sisi: From An Authoritarian Dominant - 

Party System To Strongman Politics , JETRO-IDE ME -Review Vol.6 (2018-2019), 
(accessed on 2.03.2020). 
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Abstract:  This paper compares the management  of ethnic conflicts  in 

Nigeria  and South Africa  with  a view  to underscoring  the intricacies  involved  in 
the management  of deep rooted and complex conflict  in  Africa.  The paper 
proposes, among other things,  that  ethnic conflicts  in Africa  are fallout  of 
colonialism.  The piece relies mainly  on secondary sources. It  adopts thematic  
approach  to elucidate the salient  points.  The choice of thematic  approach  was to 
ensure a discernible  flow  of discourse. The study reveals that  the effects of 
colonialism  are a common factor  in  ethnic conflict  in  Africa.  It  is the contention  
in this paper that  ethnic conflicts in Africa  are products  of insecurity,  instability  
and poverty  manifesting  in hunger  and starvation.  Where corrupt  and 
rapacious  political  institutions  found their  ways to power  in  African  countries, 
they served as catalysts  to ethnic conflicts. The position  of this paper therefore 
is that  to effectively  manage ethnic conflict  in  Africa  is to address the causative 
factors.  

 
Key words:  Ethnic  Group, Conflict,  Conflict  Management,  Nigeria,  South 

Africa,  Africa . 
 

  
Introduction  
Experts in international  studies and diplomacy are of the consensus 

that  nowhere is conflict  management more important  and needed than in  
Africa. This belief is understandably so because about 45% of the world  
violent  conflict  is traceable to Africa. There is no intention  to list  here the 
adverse multiplier  effects of ethnic conflict  in Angola, Mozambique, 
Sudan, Sierra-Leone, Ivory  Coast, Liberia,  Democratic Republic of Congo, 
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Nigeria, South Africa and Kenya1. It  suffices to say that  effect in  the last 
few intervening  years, the continent  has come to be recognized as the most 
war torn  in  contemporary  times. Interestingly,  a good percentage of the 
African  conflict  has to do with  ethnic identities.  It  has been a challenge for  
researchers explaining  the reality  of African  conflicts  using the prism  of 
conceptual framework alien to the continent.  In  other words, the pattern  of 
Africa conflicts  is unique and lack semblance in  most other continents. 
This is so for some obvious reason. 

Africa is recognized as the worldôs second-largest and second most 
populous continent  after Asia. Apart  from  the fact that  it  covers up to 6.0% 
of the earthôs total  surface area, its population  put at over 1,333,773,866 
Billion  is considered to account for about 16.72% of the worldôs human 
population.  Africa houses 54 countries with  most countries  having an 
archetypal plural  society characterized by divergent languages, cultures 
and ethnic groups. It  has the history  of five major  external colonial  waves 
and three religious systems broadly speaking. The plethora of ethnic 
configuration  together with  external hegemonic influence culminated  in  
ethnic conflict  in  Africa2.  

Western influence and national  borders were not much of a concern. 
Co-existence was fashioned along socio-cultural,  economic and 
geographical dictates. In  other words, border delineation  was never 
artificial  but respected natural  occurrences or barriers  like rivers, desert or 
mountains.  With  the scramble and partition  of Africa, there were apparent 
insistence on drawing border around territories  of various colonial  powers 
to isolate and delineate areas of hegemony. The implication  of this  is that  
some traditional  ethnic enemies were forced to live side by side without  
buffer  between them. Some ethnic groups were unusually  caught on both 
sides of the partitioned  area of control.  The point  to note here is that  most 
colonial  rules were merely for  political  gains but they in  the process fanned 
the ember of ethnic conflict  in  Africa. All  attempts for the colonial  agents 
to wittingly  or unwittingly  involve in  racial re-categorization of Africans to 
fit  Europeans stereotypes was not only contradictory  and incoherent  but 
also induced conflict  that  was ethnic in  nature. Indeed, there were also 
evidences of colonial  applied quasi-scientific  eugenics policies and racist 
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polities  on Africans in experiments of misguided social engineering. All  
these laid the foundation  for ethnic conflict  in  Africa3.  

It  is pertinent  to note that  there are still  the persistent outbursts  of 
ethnic conflicts  in  Africa. The persistent outburst  of conflict  shows that the 
strategies adopted by the international  communities  are not effective in  
de-escalating or preventing ethnic conflicts  in  Africa. The intractability  of 
ethnic conflicts  in  Africa calls for  a review of the mechanism involved in  
their  management and resolutions.  History  have proven that  African  
societies have strategies for resolving conflicts.  Attempting  to catalog the 
different  conflict  management techniques in Africa is unending because 
Africa is not homogenous society as the people are not the same, as much 
as there are so many commonalities.   Unfortunately,  very few studies have 
analyzed in  comparative term conflict  management strategies amongst and 
between African  countries. Therefore, the intention  in  this  paper is to first  
establish and compare the elements of ethnic conflict  in  Nigeria and South 
Africa as well as their  approaches to ethnic conflict  management which 
represents, to a very large extent, African  designed approaches to ethnic 
conflict  management. Lessons learnt  from  ethnic conflict  management in  
Nigeria and South Africa can help improve the use of mediation  locally, 
but could also assist others African  countries in  planning  and defining  the 
appropriate  conflict  management strategies. The first  section deals with  
conceptual exposition as well as the framework  of analysis while the next 
section of this  discourse would be on justification  of the choices of Nigeria  
and South Africa. The following  section traces history  of ethnic conflict  in 
Nigeria and South Africa. The last section explored Conflict  Management 
Mechanism in  South Africa and Nigeria.  

 
Ethnic  group,  Conflict  and  Conflict  management:  

Conceptual  Exposition  
Ethnic  encompasses distinctive  cultural  characteristics which are 

derived from  the Greek word ethos, meaning people or nation . According 
to Henslin  cited in  Okunola and Adeboyejo4 it  refers to people who are 
identified  with  one another on the basis of common ancestry and cultural  
heritage. Ethnic  group can be seen as a community  of people who share 
cultural  and linguistic  characteristics  including  history,  tradition,  myth  
and origin.  An ethnic group may also be described as group of people who 
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Cogito ï Multidisciplinary Research Journal  111 

share common biological characteristics, territory,  cultural  symbols, value 
system and normative  behavior. According to Otite cited in  Okunola and 
Adeboyejo5  ethnic groups have an element of core territoriality,  which 
implies  identification  with  a particular  spatial location  within  a state. 
Furthermore,  Nnoli 6  stressed that  language is one of the major  problems 
associated with  ethnic group identification,  as people of the same dialect/  
tribe  are commonly  classified as members of their  ecological patterns and 
occupy distinct  and fairly  large continuous territories 7. Technically in  this 
study, ethnic group is viewed as a community  of people who have the 
conviction  that  they have common identity  and common fate based on 
issues of origin,  kinship,  ties, traditional,  cultural  uniqueness, a shared 
history  and possibly a shared language. The implication  of this perception 
is that  while ethnicity  may include tribes, race, nationalities  and caste, it  
focuses more on sentiments of origin  and decent rather  than the 
geographical consideration. Thus, ethnicity  in  Africa can be perceived as 
the contextual discrimination  by members of one group against others on 
the basis of differentiated  system of socio-cultural  symbol8. It  is 
fundamental  to note that  there is an intertwined  and mutually  reinforcing  
character between ethnicity  and conflict.  

 
Conflict   
The concept of conflict  conveys various meaning. According to 

Karim 9 one of the most cited definitions  of conflicts  regards it  as a struggle 
over values and claims to scare status, power and resources in which the 
aims of the opponents are to neutralize, injure  or eliminate  their  rivals. In  
this  sense, conflic t may be conceptualized as a way of settling problems 
originating  from  opposing interests over values or claims to status, power 
and scare resources among two or more parties that  perceive incompatible  
interests or express hostile attitudes.  It  can also be seen as a struggle or 
contest between people with  opposing needs, ideas, belief, values or goods. 
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According to Otite  and Albert 10 conflict  is a natural  announcement of an 
impending  reclassification of a society with  changed characteristics and 
goals with  new circumstances of survival  and continuity.  Ha further  states 
conflict  generally entails struggles, competition,  rivalry  for  objects to 
which individuals  and groups attach valve. These objects can be material  
(scare resources, land, and employment, promot ion in  public  service, and 
creation of new state or locality)  or non-material  (culture,  language, 
religion)  which according to Osaghae11 tend to be mixed. Evidently,  
conflict  suggest a state of competition  and since there is no competition  
without  some form  of antagonism or desire to output  the opponent. 
Conflict  therefore makes meaning when understood as the manifestation  
of incompatibility  of desires and interest12. There are two sides to a 
conflict.  Conflict  could degenerate to non-productive  results in  the form  of 
irreparable  damages. It  could also culminate  in  some beneficial outcome in  
the form  of entity  or emergence of new situation  agreeable to the parties 
hitherto  in  conflict.  The determining  factor therefore is how a conflict  is 
managed. This takes one to conflict  management. 

 
Conflict  management  
Conflict  management simply  put is the constructive handling  of 

difference. Conflict  management according to Omah13 has to do with  the 
mechanisms that  are put in  place to prevent the outbreak of conflict.  It  is 
concerned with  the regulation  and control  of a conflict  that  has already 
manifested. The purpose of management, in  this  sense, is to ensure that  
the negative or deleterious impact  of such conflict  is reduced. Zartman 14 
suggests, conflict  management seeks either  to prevent conflict  from  
erupting  into  crisis or to cool a crisis in  eruption.  Krim 15 perceived that  
conflict  management must occur in  a place atmosphere and context. 
However, conflict  do not generally follow  the demands of politeness. 
Hence, conflict  mangers must be skillful  to overcome the generally chaotic 
and disorderly  scenes associated with  the behavior of parties in  conflict.  
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Emotions  or sentiments and irrationally  must be controlled.  The 
assumption in  conflict  management is that  not all conflic t can necessarily 
be resolved. This assumption marks the major  difference between conflict  
management and conflict  resolution.  Contending or manipulating  the 
conflict  in  such a way that  it  does not degenerate to irreparable  damages is 
the focus of conflict  management. No matter  the difference, conflict  
management involves acquiring  skills  related to conflict  resolution,  self-
awareness about conflict  modes and conflict  in  your environment.  
Understanding  the nature of conflict  is very vital  in  conflict  management. 

 
Theoretical  framework.  
Essentially, theoretical  framework  seeks to lay the bacons establish 

the bearings and logical expression of a given research. John Burton 16 
human needs theory appears most apt a theoretical  framework  for the 
study of ethnic conflict  management in  Africa. John Burton 17 defined 
human needs as a state of felt  deprivation  and necessity which have to be 
satisfied. The thrust  of human needs theory is that  groups fight  because 
they are denied their  biological and psychological needs especially as they 
are relating  to growth  and development. The human needs theory is 
significant  and important  as it  shows how conflict  can be managed and 
resolved through  the satisfaction of basic human needs. Critically  speaking 
these needs in  the African  setting have been identified  as identity,  security, 
recognition,  participation  and autonomy. This framework  explains conflict  
in  Nigeria and South Africa being the focus of this  study. The relevance of 
John Burton  human needs theory to ethnic conflict  management in  Africa 
is that  it  goes beyond those theories that  blame African  conflict  on a 
primordial  past. The revelation of this  theory is that  ethnic conflicts  are 
rampant  in  Africa not only because there are weak and ineffective 
institutions,  unable to satisfy the basic human needs of their  citizens. It  is 
quite axiomatic  that  where non-negotiable needs are not met, conflict  
becomes inevitable. Nothing  in  the aforementioned theory preclude the 
use of other theories in  explaining  ethnic conflict  management in Africa. 

 
Choice  of  Nigeria  and  South  Africa  as a Comparative  Case 

Study  
Perhaps it  would be necessary at this  point  to justify  the selection of 

Nigeria and South Africa for a comparative case study, some salient points  
informed  the decision. Nigeria and South Africa both emerge as regional 
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and continental  giants. Nigeria reigns supreme in  the Sub-Sahara or West 
Africa region while South Africa occupies the same position  in the 
Southern African  region. 

Nigeria sits on one of the largest proven oil  reserves in  the world  and as 
2020 estimate has population  of about 206 million  to rank the highest 
among nations in  Africa and equivalent to 2.64% of the total  world  
population.  It  has reputation  for being one of the fastest growing economics, 
the economy had an upward thrust  average 2.58% growth  as at 2020.  
Nigeria accommodates over 250 ethnic and linguistic  groups with  English 
being the official  language. There are three major  ethnic groups namely; the 
Hausa-Fulani,  the Yorubas and Igbos. While  the Hausa-Fulani  are mainly  
Muslims,  the Igbos are mainly  Christians. The Yoruba have staggering 
numbers of these two religions. This is not to say the religious divide in  any 
of these groups is absolute. There are always evidence of both religions in  
any chosen group18. Except for the continuous infiltration  of the western 
culture, the ethnic groups in  Nigeria have distinguishing  life-styles. 

South Africa, on the other hand, is also recognized for its wealth of 
natural  resources being the worldôs leading producer of both gold and 
diamonds. With  an estimated population  of 67 million  as at 2020,  South 
Africa ranks as the most populous country  in the southern African  region 
and among the first  five in  African  continents. Apart  from  the well-
establishment legal system in  South Africa, it  has strong economic base 
with  access to financial  capital, numerous markets, skilled  labour and 
world -class infrastructure  to show for its resources and years of going 
through  the mills.  South Africa has long been polarized along racial lines. 
The country  has about 11 ethnic and linguistic  groups with  English being 
the official  language as it  is in  Nigeria. South Africa is mainly  populated by 
indigenous Africans, coloured and Indians.  The country  has a history  of 
racial discrimination  with  blacks being at the lowest stratum , indigenous 
Finally,  Africans were forced to live in  impoverished and segregated ethnic 
homelands under the apartheid regime. The apartheid policy has since 
been dismantled  and replaced with  democracy. It  must however be noted 
that the institutionalized  racism and discrimination  in language, history  
and culture  subsequently aggravated ethnic conflict  in  South Africa19. 
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Traces  of  Ethnic  Conflicts  in  Nigeria  and  South  Africa   
Nigeria and South Africa have histories of colonialism  which 

perpetuated hatred and conflict  among different  ethnic groups. They both 
experienced British  colonization.  Prior  to the scramble for Africa, both 
countries had European influence though on different  scales. While  there 
were evidence of early peripheral Portuguese contacts with  Nigeria, it  was 
mainly  on commerce level. This is not quite the case with  South Africa. 
Before the nineteenth  century British  colonial rule in South Africa, a large 
number of Dutch augmented by French Huguenors and Germans settled 
there. Their  descendants, the Afrikaners  and the coloured, remain  the 
largest European-descended groups in  Africa today. Large Indian  
communities  also settled in  South Africa. On the whole, the indigenous 
blacks formed about three-quarters of the entire South-Africa population.  
Ironically,  the majority  blacks suffered under the apartheid regime which 
was characterized by a high degree of oppression and discrimination.  This 
in  itself  only opened and deepened ethnic conflicts  in  South Africa20.  

British  colonial  rule in  Nigeria provided identities,  languages and 
symbols for ethnic groups. Evidences abound that  colonial  rule was 
responsible for  creating ethnic divisions  and regionalism. The British  
found it  convenient to adopt the divide and rule strategy which by design 
distance ethnic groups from  one another in separate areas like ñSabongoriò 
in  northern  Nigeria and ñAbakpaò in  Eastern Nigeria.  This arrangement 
encouraged ethnic conflict 21  

The colonial  rule in  South Africa had the same pattern  but with  a 
more conflict  prone approach. Mixed  race was segregated from  the white 
groups, through  culture,  residence, occupation and status. Policies were 
initiated  to further  deepen the differences among the mixed race. For 
instance, there were evidences of conflicts between Zulu  and Xhosas, 
Ndebele and Venda, Tswana and Qwagwa. One interesting  point  is that  in 
spite of the animosity,  very few physical conflicts  occurred between the 
dominant  minority  white and the black majority  ethnic groups. This has 
been explained in  terms of the strategy adopted whereby the white 
distanced their  settlement and maintained  minimal  contacts22.  

It  is pertinent  to emphatically  posit that  the policies of segregation or 
discrimination  in  South Africa acted as catalyst to ethnic conflict.  The first  

                                                             
20 Ahmed, A., ñPoverty and conflict trap in Somaliaò Opinion on Somalia Current, 

2014. 
21 Akinyele, M.H., ñEthnicity and religion in election 2003: potential conflict and 

resolutionò The constitution, a journal of constitutional development of September Vol. 3 
No 1., 2002. 

22 Conteh-Morgan, Earl 1994 ñThe Military and Human Rights in a post-Cold War 
Africa,ò Armed Forces and Society, vol. 21, No. 1, Fall 1994, pp. 69-87. 



116  Vol. XII , no. 2/ June, 2020 

half of twentieth  century witnessed economic racism which consolidated 
the structures of white domination  and black disenfranchisement and 
exploitation.  The black South Africans were, by enactment of the 1913 
black land Act, denied access to land ownership or produce food for 
themselves. There was also regulation  of the job market  such that  skilled  
work  was reserved for  whites alone while black African  workers were 
banned from  organizing or forming  trade union.  The consequences of 
these were that  Afr icans were forced to evacuate the major  cities and 
settled in  remote part  of the country.  There were limitations  to the 
movement of blacks in  cities. The erroneous assumption on which the 
discriminatory  policies were built  was the belief that  Africans were both 
biologically  and culturally  inferior  to whites and therefore incapable of 
running  their  own affairs. The resettlement of black majority  only gave the 
white minority  further  opportunity  to download their  discriminatory  
policies. There existed a separate administration  plan for the blacks. The 
blacks became a source of cheap labour to the white. In  fact, 
institutionalized  racism and apartheid took control  of black peopleôs lives 
and resulted in  hardships, poverty, despair and diseases in  the black 
settlement usually referred to as homelands. These low-life  ingredients 
formed the platform  for ethnic conflicts and violence in  South Africa. The 
period between 1976 and 1980 witnessed the height of this  violence in  the 
mostly black populated towns of Johannesburg and Soweto where youth 
and school children  drew the ire of brutal  police repression. The actions of 
youth and children  were in  reaction to the separate administration  plan for  
the homelands. Of particular  relevance to this  discourse was the 
detribaliz ation  within  the colonial  framework  of South Africa. The ethnic 
dimension  to this was that  this  was viewed as a calculated attempt  to 
distance or exclude the black majority  from  administration  of their  own 
country 23. 

Another  approach to ethnic conflict  as engineered by colonial  rule 
was the use of divide-and-rule strategy to turn  the facets of black against 
one another. Scholars have come to believe that  the Zulu  traditional  ruler,  
Chief Mongosuthu  Buthelezi was one of the forces influenced by the 
colonial  masters to programme ethnic conflict  among the black South 
Africans. Chief Buthelezi was lured by economic and political  power in  the 
homeland. He embarked on creating ethnic boundaries between the 
hikatha  and the other ethnic groups. Chief Buthelezi became so associated 
with  the apartheid leadership that  then African  National  Congress (ANC) 
was forced to exorcise him  from  the party. Undeterred by this, Buthelezi 
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was known to have caused or escalated most ethnic conflict  that  occurred 
in  South Africa between the 1980ôs and 1990ôs. The apartheid regime had 
no problem setting blacks against resources like jobs, social amenities and 
education through  ethnic prism 24. 

On the whole, it  could be said that  the immediate  causes of the ethnic 
conflict  in  South Africa are traceable to the high rate of poverty, 
unemployment  and the deliberate introduction  of politicking  and 
discrimination  in  the homelands. The apartheid favoured the Inkatha  
group who spearheaded the ethnic connotation  to the conflict.  The 
ensuring ethnic conflict  intensified  human carnage and destruction  in  
townships. As already mentioned, the induced ethnic conflict  manifested 
in  the creation of rigid  boundaries among the renowned ethnics like the 
Zulus and the Xhosas. Attempts  by successive South African  governments 
to find  solution  to the violence were actually cosmetic in  approach as they 
were biased toward the Inkartha  and the white Afrikaners.  This window  
dressing approach to ethnic conflict  spanned all through  the 1980ôs and 
witnessed massive loss of lives and destruction  of properties. Genuine 
respite only came with  the introduction  of reforms by then president of 
South Africa, F.W. de Clerk in  the 1990ôs. The bold steps of de Clerk 
ushered in  true democracy in  South Africa. The reforms included the 
release of political  prisoners like Walter  Sisulu and Nelson Mandela who 
later became the President of South Africa in  1994. 

Nigeria as much as South Africa has its history  of ethnic conflicts 
interwoven  with  colonial  transgression. The amalgamation of the northern  
and southern protectorate in  1914 suggests the bringing  together of strange 
bedfellows. This turned  out to be so because the various ethnic groups 
brought  together by the amalgamation were not consulted. Needless to 
mention  here that  this  British  policy which was undemocratic  and indeed 
autocratic led to ethnic conflicts.  It  has been argued that  there were 
artificially  drawn British  boundaries that  led to social re-alignment  of 
ethnic groups. Each of these groups was forced to mobilize in  a distinc t 
geographical region that  closely resembles the administrative  boundaries 
of the colonial  period. Ethnic  groups strove to develop and re-assert their  
identities  within  each region. This engendered ethnic conflict  and 
regionalist  pressures25.  

Nevertheless, the colonial  policy tilted  towards introducing  separate 
governments in  the North  and South for administrative  convenience and 
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better colonial  grip  on the Nigerian  society. The policy was unmindful  of 
growing ethnocentrism.  

Alongside this  was the introduct ion of indirect  rule which was 
anathema to the management of tribal  animosities in  the colony. Indirect  
rule complicated the task of uniting  the diverse elements into  a Nigerian  
nation.  The strategy distanced ethnic groups from  one another. Indirect  
rule entrusted  power to traditional  rulers who corruptly  used it  in  the 
villages to amass wealth, land and establish patronage and nepotism. The 
colonial  laws which limited  the mobility  of Christian  south to Muslim  
north  only deepened and widened the ethnic conflict.  Particular  quarters 
were carved out for settlement by the non-indigenes. Unequal and 
differential  treatment  of ethnic groups arouse intense competition  and 
resulted in  educational, political  and economic gaps26.  

In  1947, a colonial  constitution  divid ed Nigeria in  three political  
regions namely East, West and North.  The north  was predominantly  
Hausa-Fulani  and the largest region. The Igbos and Yorubas dominated  
the East and West respectively. The creation of these regions did not take 
into  account the needs of the ethnic minority  groups as they were lost in  
the majority.  This strategic mistake was viewed as programmed ethnic 
dominance by the minority.  The ensuring decade therefore witnessed the 
activated of ethnic consciousness among the minority.  The struggle for  
independence was almost sacrificed at the altar of ethnic manoeuvres. 

Such was the legacy left  behind by the colonial  rule. Since 
independence, ethnic polities  had continued to intrigue  the entire nation.  
Ethnic  groups continually  scheme to attract federal resources to their  
regions with  mild  regard for the generality of issues central to the entire  
nation.  This was what characterized the Nigerian  nation  to the close of the 
first  republic.  Apparently,  the military  intervention  that  followed had its 
own share of ethnic rivalries.  The coup and counter coups that  culminated  
in  the Nigerian  civil  war between 1967 and 1970 had great ethnic 
undertones. Critically  speaking, the Nigerian  civil  war itself  is reminiscent  
of ethnic rejection  of perceived continued  dominance. The Igbos of Eastern 
Nigeria felt  maltreated and threatened to secede from  the federation.  
Essentially, the Igbos grievances were said to have been caused by the 
denied of their  basic human needs and therefore conflict  emerges. This 
situation  captures the Nigerian  civil  war, sometimes referred to as the 
Biafran  war. The war recorded one of the highest casualties ever known in  
the history  of Nigeria. The argument really is that  the ethnic laden war and 
the casualties thereof were indirectl y traceable to colonial  rule in  Nigeria.  
The lumping  together of incompatible  ethnic groups by the colonial  agents 

                                                             
26 Rasheed 2003, Ibid. 



Cogito ï Multidisciplinary Research Journal  119 

presupposed the struggle for socio-cultural  survival  of the constituent  
groups. 

Since the military  was a product  of the largest community,  ethnic 
conflict  and acrimonies crept into  the military.  Most coups that  ever 
occurred in Nigeria had ethnic tint.  Although  almost all military  
governments advanced corruption  as the major  reason for coup. Ironically,  
the history  of military  rule in Nigeria is replete with  corruption,  ineptitude  
and confusion. These have manifested in  complete economic quagmire 
and continued ethno-religious conflicts.  The southerners had always 
viewed military  regime with  distrust  as it  was regarded as attempts to 
maintain  a Hausa-Fulani  hegemony in  Nigeria27.  

June 12, 1993 is mostly remembered in  Nigeria as the day the widely 
acclaimed free and fair  election was held. The presidential  election which 
Chief Moshood Abiola, a Yoruba from  South western Nigeria won was 
annulled. The annulment  was viewed to have ethnic undertone as the 
Muslim  North  was opposed to power shift  to the South.    

 
Conflict  Management  Mechanism  in  South  Africa  and  

Nigeria:  Exploring  the  Indigenous  and  Modern  Approaches  
History  and research have proven that  traditional  African  societies 

had strategies for resolving conflicts  before the advent of colonization.  In  
traditional  African  societies, methods did  exist to deal with  conflicts,  and 
this is motivated by societal harmony28. Attempting  to catalog the different  
conflict  management techniques in  Africa is unending because Africa is 
not a homogenous society as the people are not the same, as much as there 
are so many commonalities.  However, in  contemporary  times, the African  
mechanisms are never considered as the first  point  of call. Western models 
are given first  consideration, until  they prove ineffective. For example, in  
South Africa, Ubuntu  was also explored after the failure  of the apartheid 
government and reconciliation  commission was established based on the 
Ubuntu  principle  that  sustainable peace gradually returned  to South 
Africa29.  

The case of Ubuntu  has to do more with  the post-Apartheid  era in 
South Africa. Ubuntu  simply  mean a variant  of African  socialism, 
togetherness, wellness, and the fact that  we can do things together, but to 
work  together will  require consensus, will  require partnership  and the 
management of conflicts  and all of those things. Osaghae30 opined that  the 
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period after apartheid, what South Africa intellectual  community  tried  to 
do was to tease out some ideological framework,  within  which the Africans 
will  also show that  they had alternative  forms of conflict  management. 
Ubuntu  is a cultural  thing,  it  is something applied, it  is part  of the 
definition  of being an African;  and it  can be communal and so forth.  
Ubuntu  is self-evident, and widely practiced virtually  in  every community  
in  Africa. The elevation of Ubuntu  to a pan African  model is a factor that  
contributed  to the success story as it  played a role. The legal recognition,  
the social recognition  given to Ubuntu  was not just an imposition;  it  was 
simply  a way of acknowledging and recognizing things that  were already in  
existence. So, people were familiar  with  it 31. 

Falling  back on the reason for the success story in  the use of the 
Ubuntu  in  South Africa to transform  the post-apartheid regime revealed 
that  what they did  was to legislate on Ubuntu  to make it  a conflict  
management mechanism that  was accepted by all, both South Africans and 
foreigners, and the judgments reached were binding on the people. 
Ubuntu  stopped being a rural  conflict  management tool, but was upgraded 
to the national  level, and everybody accepted it  as a viable, and worked 
with  it.  The question that  arises when Ubuntu  comes up in  recent years is 
if  South Africa operating within  the framework  of Ubuntu? The answer 
according to Mbagwu32 the answer is yes in principle.  The principles  of 
Ubuntu  to a large extent have influenced South Africa, as she aims to 
resolve conflicts  with  the sole aim to reach a win -win solution . For 
example, the Truth  and Reconciliation  Commission of South Africa is 
based on the Ubuntu  principles  which aim to work  towards a situation  that  
acknowledges a mutually  beneficial condition.  Its  emphasis is on 
cooperation with  one another for the common good as opposed to 
competition  that  could lead to grave instability  within  any community 33. 

With  regards to ethnic conflict  that  arose from  land dispute, in  1995, 
the national  government department  responsible for land, the DLA 
designed and constituted  the National  Land Reform Mediation  and 
Arbitration  Panel (NLRMAP).  This formed the key element of a strategy to 
manage the conflicts  that  land reforms generate. The NLRMAP established 
a national  panel of mediators, trained  and accredited as a resource in  
preventing and resolving land dispute. The independent mediation  service 
of South Africa (IMSSA) a mediation  and arbitration  body with  extensive 
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experience in  managing labour and community  disputes was also 
established34.  

In  Nigeria, ethnic conflicts  have been tackled through  combinations  
of formal  and informal  management strategies. The informal  or traditional  
approach to conflict  management adopted by the Nigerian  government is 
the use of dialogue, negotiations or bargaining. Government seeks the 
services of civil  society organization,  traditional  rulers, opinion  leaders, 
notables and influential  individual  in  the society, religious leaders and 
organization,  women organization  etc, examples where this  approach has 
been adopted are the Umuleri -Aguleri  conflict,  the Niger delta crisis, the 
Jos conflict,  the Kaduna riot,  Kano ethno-religious conflict  etc.  

Ethnic  balancing, the state-ethnic quota systems in  employment and 
admission into  government schools, the establishment of unity  schools and 
federal medical centre in  all states of the federation. State and local 
governments were created to meet the needs and aspirations of some 
ethnic group for independent, and freedom from  internal  colonialism  and 
self-determination.  Similarly,  the administration  of General Babangida 
took a holistic  approach to solving the causes of ethnic conflict  in  terms of 
development. The following  were established; the Directorate  of Food, 
Roads and Rural Infrastructure  (DFRRI)  in  1986, the Directorate  of Social 
Mobilization  in  1987 which focused on mass mobilization  for self-reliance, 
social justice and recovery (MAMSER);  Better Life for Rural Women in  
1987, a programme initiated  by the First  Lady, Mrs Maryam Babangida. 
The establishment of Peopleôs Bank of Nigeria to provide loans without  
bureaucracy to the poor and common Nigerians; the establishment of a 
grassroots democratic two party  system. These were done to end the 
politicization  of ethnic cleavages and monetized politics  and reduce the 
ethnic bound political  clientelism 35.  

According to Okunola and Adeboyejo36, another method introduced  
to foster ethnic unity  and reduce ethnic-religious conflicts  in  the country  
was the establishment of the National  Youth Service Corp (NYSC) in  1973. 
It  is a programme in  which graduate of the universit ies and polytechnics 
both in  Nigeria and outside are posted to serve the country  for  the period 
of 12 months outside their  state of origin  and communities.   Based on the 
heterogeneity and plurality  of ethno-tribal  and ethno-religious differences 
in  the country,  the federal government initiated  a body called the council 
of traditional  rulers in  Nigeria. This body consist of traditional  rulers from  
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